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Cover: Rolling into the Rodeo 


pd IN 


Ex-Winnipeger Mike (now a Vancouverite) shot 
on location at the CRIR’s venue, Symon’s Valley 


Ranch, by Graham Major 


PAINTING THE TOWN PINK 


Oh, wait—it doesn’t need any help in that 
department! With so many silver anniversaries 
being celebrated at San Francisco Pride this 
year, all you have to do is show up and enjoy 
yourself. 


MAUPIN AROUND 


After years of observing—and participating in—the 
San Francisco “scene”, Tales of the City author 
Armistead Maupin is heading up the 2003 Pride 
Parade as grand marshal. Outlooks caught up with 
him, in an exclusive interview, to find out just what 
makes him (and his city) tick. 


HATS OFF TO ARGRA 


With a decade of success under its belt buckle, 
the Canadian Rockies International Rodeo is 
still going strong—a true cause for celebration. 
Outlooks has the low-down on this year’s 


anniversary event. 
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PRIDE ILLUSTRATED 


Okay, there may not be any swimsuit models, 
but the 2003 national Pride Guide has the ins 
and outs of Canadian celebrations from coast 
to coast. 


June 2003 
The Pride Issue 
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CELEBRITY 


By David Crosson 


When it comes to world-building, 
in gay literature he is our Tolkein 
Twenty-seven years ago, author 
Armistead Maupin introduced | 
readers to the denizens of Barbary 
Lane through a series of short stories 
for the San Francisco Chronicle. Two | 
years later, in 1978, these were 
compiled into the seminal novel, Tales 
of the City, which subsequently 
spawned other novels and thre 
miniseries starring Chloe Webb and | 
Olympia Dukakis. This year, San - 
Francisco Pride will focus on af 
number of significant silver anniver- — 
saries: the creation of the rainbow 
flag; the founding of the San Francisco 
Gay Men’s Chorus; and the publication of the original Tales of the City novel, among them. 
As grand marshal for the 2003 Parade, author Armistead Maupin very graciously granted 
Outlooks a rare interview, in which he discusses his role in the community, the state of the 
U.S. and the very nature of Pride itself. 


Outlooks: With so many milestones being celebrated in the community in 2003, it 
would appear that 1978 was a tremendous “catalyst” year; any thoughts on why you think 
this occurred? 


Maupin: There was a lot “popping” that year—we had achieved a great deal of 
solidarity the year before when Anita Bryant launched the anti-gay campaign in south 
Florida, and there was also a man here named John Briggs who was trying to outlaw gay 
teachers. The local community had mobilized and that happened in conjunction with a 
great deal of fun and self-realization. You could feel the energy in the air in those days; it 
was a thrilling time to be gay and be here. 


Outlooks: Do you feel it helps, then, when a diverse community has a common goal or 
enemy? Is that when people really put aside their differences and focus their attention on 
what matters most? 


Maupin: | think, generally, those negative influences tend to be the things that make gay 
people get up off their butts and take a stand. Rosie O’Donnell was moved by Matthew 
Shepard, | know. It’s a sad fact of life that we have to be under attack before we look at 
who we are and stand up for that. 


Outlooks: As a long-term San Franciscan, how do you think the city has changed over 
the years? 


Maupin: | get asked that question a lot—probably ‘cause I’m so old! [Laughs] And | 
don’t really have a ready answer for it. You know, anyone who is gay knows how the culture 
has changed over the last twenty or twenty-five years; the difference has been dramatic. 
Twenty-five years ago, when the Gay Men’s Chorus was beginning to do its first national 
tour, there wasn’t a single media outlet that would cover it, even though it clearly was an 
historic moment. The degree to which we have become “mainstreamed” is extraordinary. 


Outlooks: Well, this truly is a diverse community—we have those who have entered 
the mainstream with great enthusiasm and then we have the so-called anti-assimilationists 
who want to maintain as many distinct elements of gay culture as possible; what are your 
thoughts on all this? 


Maupin: As someone who's fought for years to achieve the ordinariness of gay life, | 
don’t have much patience for people who are afraid of the mainstream. The mainstream 
is where we belong. I’ve always been a radical in the mainstream and | think you can do 
both. As a gay person, your job is to be yourself at all times and to show the rest of the 
world who you are and remain unashamed about that. It’s the single greatest contribution 
an individual can make. And | suspect that a lot of people who decry the “mainstreaming” 
of things hate losing the little duchys they’ve established for themselves in the gay commu- 
nity. 

Outlooks: Do you think that, this many years on, Pride celebrations are still relevant 
for the community? 


Maupin: There are a number of elements that come together on that weekend and 
one of them is to have fun with a bunch of people just like you. That makes it easier for 
younger people and closeted people to experience the freedom of being themselves. And 
| think there’ll always be a place for it. I’m a wee bit jaded about it [after so many years 
in San Francisco] but | always find something to celebrate and some source of joy on that 
day. | had a great time last year when my friend lan McKellen was grand marshal—we just 
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walked around and saw the sights together. It’s surprising how many cute, young men want 
to kiss Gandalf and/or Magneto! 


Outlooks: | don’t imagine he complained too much about that. 
Maupin: Oh, he didn’t complain at all! [Laughs] 


Outlooks: You mentioned Rosie O’Donnell earlier—as someone prominent in the gay 
community, do you feel it’s important for other high-profile members to become involved 
or stand up and be counted? 


Maupin: Absolutely. That's all I've ever asked of my famous friends—and | often lose 
friends because they don’t want to fulfill their obligations. There are a number of people 
I’ve met over the years who've gone screaming into the night as soon as | express my 
opinion in that regard. Of those who've achieved a great amount of public visibility, the 
people | respect the most are the ones who have been honest in that way. What good is 
fame and fortune if you can’t be yourself in the process? lan’s a brilliant demonstration of 
that—he’s just having a ball! He makes no bones about who he is wherever he appears 
and he’s celebrated for it. I’m flabbergasted by the number of people who don’t under- 
stand that your true self is your most attractive self. And often the most “successful” face 
you can present to the world. 


Outlooks: Could you tell me a bit about how you are asked to become grand marshal 
for this year’s Pride parade? 


Maupin: [Laughs] | was just asked! | gather it had to do with the 25th anniversary of 
a lot of things, and | was around at that time. It’s also the 25th anniversary of the publica- 
tion of the Tales of the City book. The serial started in the [San Francisco] Chronicle in ‘76 
and the book was published in ‘78. 


Outlooks: Did you ever imagine the stature Tales would eventually achieve as you were 
writing those short stories for a newspaper? 


Maupin: Let's put it this way:! didn’t dream that twenty-five years later the book would 
still be selling and people would want to celebrate me because of it. 


Outlooks: It’s one of our classics, really, and certainly was a breakthrough at the time. 
Tales made it out there at a point in history when, as you said, nobody would even write 
about the Gay Men’s Chorus. 


Maupin: Well, that’s the thing—the younger generation of gay people don’t really 
understand to what degree we were kept invisible in the culture. Until very recently, 
actually. It wasn’t a matter of depicting gay sex on television; it was a matter of depicting 

gay people at all. 


Outlooks: The gay community has much 
* to celebrate at this point in history, but do 
‘you think, in your particular country, a step 
backward has been taken with the most 
recent political changing of the guard? Is it 
important for your compatriots to be 
especially vigilant and aware of their rights 
and freedoms under the current administra- 
tion? 

Maupin: Well, there’s never been a time 
when we didn’t have to be vigilant; even when 
we had a sympathetic president, as we did 
with Clinton, we had to hold him to his word. 
He had a way of going back on that from time 
to time! [Laughs] These new guys are such 
dinosaurs that we do have to be especially 
vigilant. The notion that John Ashcroft, this 
| fascist “Robocop”, was sent as our represen- 
tative to France after we “won the war” is an 
obscenity on a Herculean scale! 


Actress Olympia 
Dukakis as Anna 
Madrigal 


= Outlooks: It’s refreshing to hear someone 
speaking so candidly about the situation. 


Maupin: Oh, | have no problem answering that question 
at all. The cabal represented by Bush, Ashcroft and Cheney 
is, to me,a very scary one. And not just from the standpoint of world peace but also civil 
rights in the United States. | think they'll use any opportunity they can find to erode the 
rights of gay people anywhere. The fact that they did not speak out against Senator 
Santorum when he compared homosexuality to beastiality speaks very loudly. 


Outlooks: It seems to me that free speech is a right as long as it is consistent with the 
administration’s viewpoints; otherwise, some kinds of free speech can land you on a black- 
list. Given your candor, have you had any experience with that kind of thing? 


Maupin: You know, last week someone came onto my website and asked me if we were 
still planning to hire Olympia Dukakis to play Anna Madrigal in the next [Tales af the City] 


series, considering the controversial letter she had written a . 
continued opposite 


from previous 


to President Bush. My reply 
was “What controversy? = 
Everybody that | care about | 
thinks she was very brave to = 
do that. And may | remind you F 
that Anna Madrigal would have § 
signed that letter herself!” 
[Laughs] It’s preposterous: 
these puritanical “patriots” @ 
step up and ask us to punish 
the people who actually speak 
out and exercise their rights as 
Americans. 


Maupin on the set of the 
miniseries based on his Tales 


Outlooks: From this side of the border it’s quite 
disturbing, but it must be really frightening down there. 


Maupin: You're kind of free from it, aren’t you? Half of my friends are considering 
moving up there! | spent a little time up there last fall with lan [McKellen] when he was 
shooting X-men and we had a great time hanging out with the Canadians. Canada just 
stands with the rest of the world as “progressive”, as opposed to the United States. W 


All photos in this story courtesy of www.talesofthecity.com 
First portrait by Greg Gorman 
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Pride in oneself 


By John Coulbourn 


As Pride 2003 looms, it’s as good a time as any (and, in fact, a lot better than most) 
to stop and ask ourselves, both collectively as a community and as the individuals 
that make up that community (with appropriate apologies, of course, to high school 
English teachers everywhere who taught us to never ever end a sentence with a 
preposition): “Just what have | got to be proud of?” 


Perhaps | should explain ... 


Many years ago, in a land far, far away, | found myself at the end of a rather ugly 
romantic entanglement, standing in an abandoned bedroom, holding a letter that had 
been penned by my ex and left behind in his rather hasty exit. 


The letter was not, | regret to inform you, addressed to me, but | further regret 
to inform you that | read it nonetheless—a fact | am not terribly proud to share with 
you, even these many years later. 


While being less than flattering to me—no surprises there as | had, after all, 
suggested rather strongly that the gentleman in question could enrich my life no end 
by leaving it—said letter attempted to list the things of which my recently departed 
ex had to be proud. 

It was a very short list. 


In fact, I’m not sure that one item can constitute a list , but if it can, his list began 
and ended with the claim that he was—how to put this with sufficient delicacy so as 
not to offend the refined sensibilities of our publisher—possessed of a rather prodi- 
gious member; in fact, the largest in Calgary if his claim was to be believed. 


OUTLEQKS 


ESTABLISHED 1997 


(As an aside, while I’ve never done, nor 
do | plan to do, sufficient research to 
support his claim of having the biggest dick 
in Calgary, | can certainly attest to the fact 
that he had always behaved like the biggest 
dick in Calgary.) 

Still, it was a claim that filled me with 
sadness—and believe me, it was a sadness 
that had nothing to do with the his depar- 
ture. Or his member’s, for that matter. 
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It just seemed so unspeakably tragic that 
the only thing on which this grown man 
had to hang his pride was something that 
he’d had absolutely nothing to do with, 
something that he’d done absolutely 
nothing to earn or achieve, beyond 
carrying the weight of a particular set of 
genes, | guess. 


David Crosson, John Coulbourn, Charlene Lichtenstein, Ric 
Matthews, John Ayres, Peter Carlyle-Gordge, Greg Holsworth, David 


King, Brad Malmberg, Suzanne M. Dawson, Pat Johnson 


Distribution ..... ...DLRJ Enterprises Ltd., Calgary 
Bob Turner, Vancouver 

R.M. Distribution Co., Toronto 
S*FA*R*G*E Distribution, Edmonton 
Legal. Counsel csi osc scceccenns E. Nikolaus Homberg 


Printed by 


| mean, think about it. 


Despite the hundreds of e-mails | get 
daily on my office computer, the truth of 
the matter is that there is absolutely 
nothing we can do to determine or change 


fits 
good times 
its 


me 


Outlooks Mailing Address: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 
1039 17th Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 
Phone: (403) 228-1157 
Fax: (403) 228-7735 
Vancouver Office: 
(604) 818-0446 
Outside Calgary Toll-Free: 
1-888-228-1157 
Primary E-mail: main@outlooks.ca 
Editorial: editor@outlooks.ca 
Sales: dburton@outlooks.ca 
Graphics: graphics@outlooks.ca 
World Wide Web: www.outlooks.ca 
Outlooks is published 12 times yearly. Please send submissions or 
queries to the mailing address listed above. The opinions expressed in 


this magazine are not necessarily those of the staff. Outlooks is not 
responsible for unsolicited work or photographic materials. 


lrose 
CAFEé BAR. 


We acknowledge the financial support of the 
Government of Canada, through the Canada 
Magazine Fund, toward our editorial costs. 


ee Canada 
OUTLOQKS 


730-T7th Ave $.W - [403] 226-3566 


6 June 2003 


the size of that particular body part, short of rather painful and, one suspects, disfig- 
uring surgery. 

Lifting weights certainly won’t do it and, frankly, if exercise worked, we'd all have 
been porn stars by our fifteenth birthday. 


Which brings us back to Pride 2003 and just what we’ve got to be proud of. It 
isn’t really the fact that we are gay that we are celebrating with pride—or at least, | 
hope it’s not, because the rantings of Stockwell Day and his ilk notwithstanding, | 
firmly believe we had no control over that. And, to be brutally honest, in many 
cases, if we’d had that control during the coming out process, we'd have absolutely 
nothing to celebrate when Pride rolls around anyway. 


Like being proud of your endowment, your looks, your youth or your age, being 
proud of simply being gay is being proud of something over which you have had no 
control. 


But in refusing to be ashamed of our sexuality, in choosing to live our lives with 
dignity and joy, despite the opposition of bigots and fools, we move into territory in 
which we can be justifiably proud of dwelling. 


From there, we can embrace our friends, our chosen families and our community 
with pride, for they are all things which we have had a hand in shaping and contin- 
uing to shape. 


And finally, we can embrace our future—a future in which | believe some day there 
will be no bashings, no outings, no tempests over prom dates, no bickering over 
spousal relationships, adoptions and matrimonial law—with pride as well. 


Because in celebrating our Pride, we are all doing our little bit to change the 
world. 


And that is something of which we can all be proud. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the 
Toronto Sun. 
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Seasonal traditions 


By Roy Heale 


Can it really be that time of year again? Have twelve months actually 
lapsed since last year’s celebrations? |s it time again for all the parties 
and festivities? There are certain points in the year when we ask 

ourselves—and others—these questions. Pride is, of course, one of 
the most obvious ones. As Teddy Witherington, Executive Director 
of San Francisco Pride, observed in his interview with Outlooks, our 

annual celebration is something akin to a gay version of Christmas, 

or any other recurring event in our calendar year. His point is a 

good one. Both sneak up on us and make it seem as if a year has 

just flown by like nothing. Both are full of traditions—some hokey, 

some even tacky—but their familiarity is what endears them to us. 

This is an occasion that allows us to gather and celebrate both our 
similarities and differences and, like Christmas or an equivalent, it is a 
time for trying to forget divisive issues and spread goodwill. Though 
the parallel might not seem as clear in the heat of the summer (finally!), this is a time for 
our own traditional celebrations, including parades, street fairs, dances and numerous 
parties that occur in cities across Canada, large and small. 


Once again, this year our June issue includes the National Pride Guide supplement, which 
covers almost 20 cities across the country and contains details of their individual events. 
Whether you're travelling on business, going on a vacation or specifically making a trek for 
some out-of-town Pride celebrations, we hope you'll find this guide useful in assisting with 
your plans at home or away. 


There are many traditions that are synonymous with Pride—not the least of which is our 
rainbow flag. Whether officially recognized by a municipality or in the hands of an enthusi- 
astic reveller, it is a potent symbol of our community. This year marks the 25th anniversary 
of the Gilbert Baker-designed flag, created in honour of slain San Francisco City Supervisor 
Harvey Milk. It is unlikely that, at the time, Baker was aware that he was creating such a 
powerful emblem for the spirit of diversity and the GLBT community worldwide, but every 
time | see it I’m glad that his small gesture achieved such significance. 


Pride parades take place everywhere and each one signifies a tradition of being out and 
proud, which goes back to and beyond the Stonewall riots of 1969 in New York City. Back 
then, those who felt they were being attacked banded together to show their strength and 
solidarity. In honour of their stand, we now gather with friends in streets and parks, at 
g house parties or local watering 
holes—a far less violent and 
more desirable way to demon- 
'j, strate the power of community. 
Thankfully, almost universally 
Pride celebrations occur in the 
summer months, a_ happy 
Stonewall coincidence that 
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allows us to get out into 
the fresh air and sunshine | 
and strut our — stuff. sess | 
Nothing can compare to a § ix § 
hot summer day, with buff 
and not-so-buff bodies 
dancing around in celebra- } 
tion underneath a rainbow 
flag blowing proudly in the 
wind. Make sure you are a 
part of this summer’s Pride 
festivities | somewhere | 
across Canada—it is a 
celebration of our community and of each of our 
proud lives. 


_ Being “steered” in the right 
' direction at the 2002 Canadian 
Rockies International Rodeo 


In the west, there is another important summer tradition that everyone should try to 
experience at least once—the Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association’s annual event at 
Symon’s Valley Ranch, just on the edge of Calgary's city limits. This year is their | Oth anniver- 
sary and it is sure to be the most festive ever. Just imagine, ten years ago a group of brave 
Calgarians decided to join the International Gay Rodeo circuit by holding their own 
event—here in redneck Alberta, of all places! Since its early beginnings, the Canadian 
Rockies International Rodeo has grown each year 
to become one of the major summer attractions 
for Canadians and tourists from all over the world. 
Above and beyond traditional events, this friendly 
competition involves several unique “family” twists 
for participants, not to mention some wonderful 
out-of-the-saddle fun in dancehalls and around 
campfires. To everyone involved in the past ten 
years, hats off for making this one of the best-run 7, 
and best-organized gay events anywhere in North # 


fy 


saddle up for the ride to Symon’s Valley, where you 
can enjoy some of the best fun the summer has to § 
offer. Who knows, like others, you may end up 
making this annual pilgrimage to Cowtown one 


Spirit of Pride: Money-Pennies 
of your very own traditions. 


owner Lorrie Murphy salutes 
the heavens at the 2002 
parade 


Prepare yourself for a summer full of GLBT 
camaraderie and tradition that truly does defy 
comparison to any other festive occasion. This is 
the time to celebrate your lifestyle with others in the proudest way possible. Whether it’s 
your first Pride or part of a yearly routine, it is certain to be a memorable part of your 
summer. Happy Pride from everyone at Outlooks. W 
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By Roy Heale 


Isn't it great when twenty-five years of history can prove that, just like a fine wine maturing, 
the passage of time is not necessarily a bad thing? During a recent visit to San Francisco, | found 
it interesting that many silver anniversaries are being honoured at this year's Pride celebration 
in what has become known as the world’s gay “capital”. Back in 1978, many gay institutions 
began life in San Francisco—which ultimately had an impact on gays and lesbians around the 
world. Among the many milestones being marked this year is Gilbert Baker’s creation of the 
rainbow flag, which was raised aloft at the corner of Market and Castro Street for all to see 
and soon became a symbol for the GLBT community around the globe. Also in ‘78, Harvey 
Milk was sworn into office January 7th,as a San Francisco City Supervisor (the first openly gay 
politician in the city) and assassinated November 27th that same year. In that city’s local world 
of entertainment, the San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus was formed along with the Freedom 
Band and the Theater Rhinoceros, and Armistead Maupin’s first, now-famous Tales of the City 
novel was published after appearing as a serial in the San Francisco Chronicle. Without a doubt, 
the 33rd annual Pride celebration in San Francisco will continue the tradition of providing hope 
and inspiration to GLBT communities around the world. Plan to be there on June 28th and 
29th weekend to celebrate the silver anniversaries and our hope for the future that comes 
from the historic past. 


A city as large and openly gay as San Francisco incorporates several areas where the commu- 
nity is concentrated, but certainly gays and lesbians are out and present everywhere. There are 
four major gay neighbourhoods, the oldest and most well known is the Castro, but Polk Street, 
SoMa (South of Market) and Mission also incorporate many gay establishments. On a short, 
three-day weekend visit it seemed most appropriate to focus on the Castro for this story. 
Everything gay—from accommodations, shopping, dining, bars and clubs to movies, steam baths, 
sex shops, spas and more—can be found in the small, several block radius of Market and Castro. 


(left) The Midnight Sun 
§ (below-left) Orphan Andy’s 
| (below) The Castro Theatre 
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system is excellent. You can also count on getting a physical 
‘workout each day youre there as you walk up and down San 7 
Francisco's hilly streets enjoying the many sights it has to offer, | 
both in brick and mortar and flesh and bone! = j 
Without a doubt, the Parker Guest House and gardens in the 
heart of the Castro is the place to stay. Two Edwardian 
mansions from the early 1900s have been immaculately | 
restored and are connected by a beautiful garden and court- | 
yard, complete with a fountain. The communal areas are warm F 
and inviting with an historic charm, boasting modern kitchens 


outstanding and probably the most friendly and attentive you | 
could ever hope to have look after you. As an added perk, | 

Parker Guest House has a steam spa to help relax your muscles 

after a day of walking or before a night of partying. The choices of rooms or suites is as varied 
as any budget and there’s something for every style and price range starting from USD$119 
per night. Rest assured that this guesthouse will provide many memorable experiences and 
ensure that your stay in the Castro is a comfortable one—that is, whenever you can find the 
time to rest! Other recommended accommodations in the area include the Inn on Castro and 
24 Henry for additional choices and budget considerations, but in my estimation the Parker 
Guest House remains the perfect home away from home in the “city by the bay”. 


Before you set off to explore the friendly Castro district, there are two must-have publica- 
tions that will serve as your guide to this historic neighbourhood. The Gay Pocket San Francisco 
is free and exactly what its name suggests—a conveniently sized book that fits in your pocket 
and contains maps, places to go, handy information and advertisements from local businesses. 
For a little more in-depth research,Winston Leyland’s book Out In The Castro offers a wealth of 
information and history for planning a very comprehensive tour of the area. 


Everywhere in San Francisco you can find gourmet treats just waiting to tempt a variety of 


palates, everywhere from Chinatown and Little Italy to = ss 
Fisherman's Wharf. In the Castro, you can find every kind of continued opposite 


_— 


variety! 

| (left to right) 
| The Sausage 
j Factory, 
Moby Dicks, 
Twin Peaks, 


} Storefronts. 


from previous 


cuisine served with a gay flare in a gay atmosphere; simply 
walking around will help you discover such businesses as: 
Orphan Andy’s deli, which is open twenty-four hours for a quick snack; Marcello’s Pizza, for the 
best slice in town; the Sausage Factory (which speaks for itself and includes pasta!); Harvey's in 
the heart of the Castro Village; and the best-kept secret for seafood in town, the Anchor Oyster 
Bar. There are too many culinary experiences to mention, but half the fun is wandering around 
and discovering a special “gem” that serves your favourite food. The Castro can indeed provide 
a smorgasbord of gay feasts for every dining occasion throughout the day. 


If you enjoy browsing in stores, either searching for souvenirs or shopping for new clothes, 
welcome to the neighbourhood of choices! With names like Uncle Mame, Does Your Mother 
Know?, Many Moons,A Different Light, Does Your Father Know?,VVorn Out West or Stormy 
Leather, you know that this is going to prove a memorable shopping experience. Chain stores 
from suburban malls are not found here, but who needs them when you can enjoy unique and 
historic gay businesses like the original All American Boy, which has defined gay men’s fashion 
since 1976? Also worthy of note are the Jaguar Bookstore, a gay erotic venue since 197] and 
Valley Pride Market, a grocery and butcher shop that has been in business since 1967. Shopping 
here is definitely a delight and provides gay variety that you would probably never find at home. 
But remember: you will have to carry those shopping bags back to your room—likely uphill—at 
some point, so perhaps you should do so after a smart cocktail has revived your energy! 


At the end of the day, the nightlife and entertainment is just getting started and waiting to 
provide your after-dark pleasures; without a doubt, the Castro includes more bars and clubs 
with variety than you have probably ever experienced so close together. All are within walking 
distance of one another and the way they all survive in such close proximity is a tribute to the 
cooperative community spirit of this gay mecca and the power of the “pink” dollar. Speaking 
of survival, some locations still exist from the early ‘70s, even though they may have experienced 
several incarnations during those thirty years to keep them popular, trendy and successful. Twin 
Peaks tavern has been around since before 1940 and earned the distinction, in 1973, of being 
the city’s first gay bar ever to have windows looking out onto the street—historically significant 
as it meant that gays no longer had to hide in shame. The Transfer (once known as Dudley's) 
has been a gay pub since the 1940s; Lucky 13 (formerly the Mine Shaft) has, since 1973, become 
the only bar that draws gays and straights in near-equal numbers. Metro Bar has been a dance 
venue since the early ‘80s, welcoming in a new era at the end of disco, while the Midnight Sun, 
with its great video and sound system, has been a popular bar and a cruising place since the 
early ‘70s. Finally, to experience the Castro’s best neighbourhood pub, be sure to stop at Moby 
Dicks, the first establishment to hang and display the artwork of local gay residents, now 
on celebrating twenty-five years of community 

© service. Many more interesting and fun places 
| exist, but the list is too long for this story—you'll 
ust have to explore the area for yourself! 


— Beyond dining, shopping and drinking, there is 
| also: the Castro Country Club, a social commu- 
| nity space; The Lavender Youth Center, a 
) gathering place for those under the age of 
"_§ twenty-three; movies at the Castro Theater; Eros 
aes i Spa; and numerous other choices to make your 
= | visit one to remember fondly. Plus, the best 

| extra benefit of a trip here is that, after walking 
52 uphill so much, you'll go home with the tightest 
} buns you've had in a long while! 


If you are lucky enough to be planning a trip 
to take in the Pride celebrations in North 
America’s gay mecca, youre probably in for the 
experience of a lifetime. In honour of the 25th 
wl anniversary of his Tales of the City novel, 


| Famous San Francisco streetcar heads 
| down to the bay from Russian Hill, the 
} home of Tales of the City 


Fsaegoaun Se RNa ne ae oe A Be yates R 


Dining, drinking and 
shopping—The 
| Castro has great 


} Unconventional 


renowned author Armistead Maupin is this year’s grand marshal for the parade—and that's just 
the beginning of the silver celebrations in store for you at the 33rd annual Pride celebrations 
ADS Guede 


i 


www.gaypocketUSA.com (415) 864-8869 
www.parkerguesthouse.com (415) 621-3222 
www.innoncastro2.com (415) 861-0321 

| www.24Henry.com (415) 864-5686 
www.castroonline.com Community Information 

| www.sfpride.org 
www.sfgaytours.com (415) 810-2562 
www.gsanfrancisco.com Q Sanfracisco Information 
Out In The Castro, Published by Leyland Publications 

| clo PO. Box 410690, San Francisco, CA, 94141 
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SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY 
OASIS PUB 


(left) Good 
‘n’ Fruity 
The Oasis Pub's 
James Steck 
Pauses to share 
a libation with 
diva pal Barb 
Snelgrove. 


qnoge 


(right) It’s 
Too Hot for 
a Wig! 
Entertainer 
Bryant Oleander 
(left) cosies up 
to a decidedly 
dressed down 
Mandy Kamp 
(AKA Mark). 


West END IDOL FINALE 
OASIS PUB 


(leftt) Don’t 
Laugh—I’m doing 
Keigels! 

West End Idol MC 
Richard Ferguson pauses 
for an apparent workout 
during the event. 


(right) Idol, Not Idle 
Competition winner Julie 
Melanie came by her title 
honestly—she worked like a 
“dawg” for it! 


20TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
LITTLE SISTER'S 


Vancouver City Councillor 
Tim Stevenson declares 
Sunday, May 4, 2003 Little 
Sister's Day. 


VANCOUVER 


Hapiqmay 2) ()* 


Gath clay } 


(above) Just desserts 
After two decades of 
standing up for what they 
believe in, Jim & Bruce 
celebrate a happy occasion. 


LIQUID 


(below) A Proud Day 


(above) What More 
Could You Want? 

Can't think of something 
specific at the moment, but it 
seems Gabil is ready for 
almost anything! 


(above) Heartfelt 
Hedy 

Vancouver Centre MP 
Hedy Fry waxes 
nostalgic as Janine 
Fuller & Bruce Smyth 
look on. 


Piay T-DANCE 


CRUISEYT 
BRITANNIA 


(right) Salad Days 
Tom, always a lady, 
attempts to hold 
scurvy at bay while out 


at sea. 


(above) Able Seamen 
James and Randy, both of 
CruisyT, hard at work 
ensuring their guests have a 
fabulous time. Who needs 
Captain Steubing? 


ARE You Hot? CoOmpPertiItTION 


NUMBERS 


(right) Manly 
Menagerie 

A smorgasbord 
of testosterone 
and satin, each 
one out for 
glory. 


(right) Whoa, 
Whoa, Whoa, 
She’s a Lady! 
Actually, it’s man- 
about-town James 
Steck, working the 
room in a flammable 
satin number and 
boxer boots. 


(right) Blondes 
Having More Fun... 
A pair of passengers 
engrossed in conversation 
onboard ship. 


(below) Boy-Oh-Bouey! 
A bit of dancefloor action—not to 
mention eye-candy! 


(above) Nice Willie 
Diva extraordinnaire Willie 
Taylor takes a break from 
“entertaining the troops” on 
the poop deck. 


(above)” Wet” End Idol 
Julie Melanie takes her act on 
the road—er, sea—in decidely 
nautical fashion. 


(above) Where’s My 
Title? 

A contestant searches the 
room for support—moral 
or otherwise! 


(right) Nice Cock! 
A contender in search 
of victory shows off his 
snazzy rooster tattoo. 


Mr B.C. LeatHeR IML SEND-OFF EVENT 


(left) Time to Play 
The boys turn out for T at the 
newly redesigned Fluid space. 


(right) Beauty & the 
Beasts 

Cuddling up to hostess Jaylene 
(centre) are (from left) Alex, 
Eric, Jean-Guy and Steven. 


(left) Two... um, 
Three for T 

(from left) Randy Palmer 
and Michel Nadeau of TBB 
Productions with pal 
Armin Setoodeh. 


OUTLEQKS 


PUMPJACK PUB 


(right) Beefy 
Bookends 
(from left) Mr B.C. 
Leather title 
holders John (‘99) 
and Larry (‘00) on 
hand to wish 
Gordon (current 
titleholder) well on 
his trip. 


Planning an event in Vancouver? 
Contact Barry at 
(604) 685-1377 and he'll see about covering it 
in Out & About. 
Photos By: Barry Piersdorff. 


(below) Hide in Plain Sight 
Leather, leather everywhere! Out to show 
support are (from left) Barney, John, Stacy, 
Larry, Gordon and Rob. 
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Tempting tourism 


By Pat Johnson 


Vancouverites like to think our city sells itself. Everywhere we go, when people 
hear where we are from, they exclaim a rapturous admiration for the city—whether 
they’ve actually been here or not. With word of mouth like that, we might sometimes 
tend to take for granted the fact that we need to market ourselves if we are going to 
compete in the world tourism market. But we do have to market ourselves. Why? 
Because everyone else does. 


Tourism is a high-stakes business, desired not only for the cash it brings in, but also 
for the reputation it builds for civic pride. Moreover, especially of interest to 
environmentally minded British Columbians, is the fact that tourism is (all other things 
being equal) a relatively enviromentally friendly way of raking in the cash. After 
decades of battles over resource industries—their importance to the economy being 
weighed against their damage to the environment—tourism is a business we can all 
pretty much agree on. 


Meanwhile, within the tourism industry itself, a whole sub-industry catering to the 
gay traveller (or, put another way, separating the gay traveller from their money) has 
emerged as a market niche that many firms are staking their future on. Each year, 
some of the largest airlines, cruise lines, package bookers, travel agencies and other 
tourism-related officials gather for the convention of the International Gay and 
Lesbian Travel Association. This is the go-to place for everyone with a serious interest 
in snagging the queer tourist. 


This year’s convention was last month in Manchester, in the U.K., but next year’s 
will be here in Vancouver. At the Manchester confab, Vancouver hosted events adding 
to growing interest in this area. 


Angus Praught, a Vancouver business operator who has been central to the gay 
community and its tourism sector here for more than a decade, was in Manchester, 
whipping up excitement for next year’s event, which takes place May 13 to 16, 2004. 
Joining him were Tim Stevenson, a Vancouver city councillor, and an RCMP officer in 
full Mountie regalia. (The Mounties always get their man, but for this particular 
“scarlet”, business was the order of the day.) 


Praught is the guy who ensured the convention would come to this city next year. 
His firm, Gayvan.com Travel Marketing, put together the bid book and got major 
players onside, from Tourism Vancouver to the city council. It’s not exactly the Winter 
Olympics (which has Vancouverites holding their breath awaiting the announcement 
this July of the 2010 host city) but, for the gay community, next May’s event could hold 
the seeds of a very dramatic maturing. 


Anyone who remembers Celebration ‘90, the Gay Games in Vancouver, will recall 
the enormous sense of pride felt by the gay community here and the positive 
responses from visitors. Local gay boys and dykes who were here before and after 
the games never looked at our city in quite the same way after that momentous 
summer. 


But that was thirteen years ago. And cities around the world, particularly Montréal, 
Barcelona, Munich and countless American destinations, have begun to address the 
needs and wants of gay tourists very aggressively. For all its natural charms, Vancouver 
could be left behind if it doesn’t pick up the pace in international marketing. 


S7eppine Qur 
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In attendance at Vancouver's IGLTA reception in Manchester: (from left) an RCMP 
constable; Lady Mayoress of Manchester; Lord Mayor of Manchester; Vancouver City 
Councillor Tim Stevenson; Angus Praught, of the IGLTA Board of Directors & Chairperson 
of the 2004 IGLTA Vancouver convention; and Daichan Nakagawa, Gayvan.com Travel 
Marketing eG 5 


“You have to be in the marketplace,’ he says. “You need to be constantly out 
there.” 


Praught sees next year’s conference as pivotal. About 300 firms will be repre- 
sented—which isn’t a huge convention by any city’s standards—but among them will 
be almost all the large and small firms that set the agenda for marketing to the gay 
traveller worldwide. 


“These are the people who book gay travel,” says Praught. 


While they are in town, they will attend receptions, workshops, seminars, keynote 
addresses and scout the trade show, which will offer info from some of the forty- 
seven convention and tourism bureaus, twenty-one airlines and countless travel 
agencies, transportation companies and all-inclusives that belong to the IGLTA. 


What’s more, the delegates will be given tours of the city and entry to countless of 
the major attractions Vancouver and its surroundings have to offer. Many will doubt- 
less stay on, adding Whistler, Victoria or the Rockies to their itineraries. 


If you want something done, you have to do it yourself. That’s the kind of attitude 
that motivates Praught. With a gay tourism market estimated at US$55 billion—yes, 
billion—every year, Praught is shocked every time he finds himself the only Canadian 
at many of the international industry events. Things are getting better, though. 
Montréal has made a very concerted effort to get the niche, and Toronto is catching 
on, with its annual Pride parade attracting more participants and spectators than any 
other gay event in North America. 


But Vancouver is special, as we Vancouverites always like to tell ourselves. All we 
need to do is let people know such a city exists and they’ll beat a path to our airport. 
Praught hopes that next year’s convention will turn Vancouver into a gay mecca (it 
isn’t already?) like San Francisco or Key West. 


That sounds good to Stevenson, the city councillor who dashed over to Manchester 
to help promote the city. He says the convention next year is an opportunity for him 
and his council colleagues to show how welcoming a city Vancouver can be. His party 
(regular readers of this column will recall) won a landslide victory six months ago, 
defeating a party that had governed for most of the 20th century. While Vancouver 
was hardly a gulag for gay travellers before, Stevenson says the new council is jumping 
in feet-first in the fight for the gay tourist dollar. 


“Up until now, the [previous] council treated the gay and lesbian community and 
the travel industry with a benign neglect,” says the first-term councillor and former 
provincial cabinet minister, who is gay himself. “The gay and lesbian market is so huge 
... We're really needing to aggressively go after this market.” 


Because the convention next May is of relatively little interest to people outside the 
industry, many Vancouverites might not even notice it when it’s happening. But if 
Praught’s dream comes true, the short convention could prove massively influential in 
the city’s future. For more info, see Praught’s website at www.gayvan.com. 


Vv 


Pat Johnson is a communications consultant, a reporter with Jewish Western Bulletin 
and a freelance writer for the Vancouver Courier, and numerous other publications. 
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A perfect ten 


By Greg Holsworth 


Summer is on its way and nothing says summer | 
in Alberta like the gay rodeo. Cute cowgirls, 
sunny weather, shirtless men and tight Wranglers 
are enough to make anyone’s temperature rise. 
On Friday, June 27, the !0th annual Canadian 
Rockies International Rodeo (CRIR) begins at 
Symon’s Valley Ranch in Calgary. The Alberta 
Rockies Gay Rodeo Association (ARGRA) has 
been planning since last August to make this year’s 
10th Anniversary Rodeo the best ever for 
competitors, spectators and participants alike. 


The CRIR is one of the most unique rodeos to 
be held on the IGRA (International Gay Rodeo 
Association) Bud Light Rodeo circuit, combining 
hot rodeo action, hotter entertainment and an 
authentic western camping experience all in one 
place. If you’ve never been to the Calgary rodeo, you 
have to see it to believe it! Both locals and visitors 
comment how their rodeo experience is one of the highlights of the summer. 


Only one of the attractions at 
the Canadian Rockies 
International Rodeo 


The CRIR is an excellent chance for anyone to be active as a competitor, a volun- 
teer or a spectator. Each of the thirteen Rodeo events are open to both men and 
women and can be entered by anyone regardless of skill level and experience, and 
there are always lots of folks around to help out a ‘newbie’. The thrill of competing 

described—they have to be experi- 
enced. The camp events like Goat 
provide opportunities to get 
involved in the fun side of rodeo. 
part to the teams that have been 
established here in Calgary. 


in your first steer ride or a light- 
ning-fast flag race pattern cannot be 

4 Dressing, Steer Decorating or the 
H ever-popular Wild Drag Race 

= This year, organizers expect more 
competitors than ever thanks in 


Buckaroos? 
No—buckarettes Doesn't 
matter... everyone’s having fun 


A unique concept to the CRIR is that local 
businesses such as Money-Pennies Eatery and Bar, 
Metro Boyztown/Rekroom and the Calgary Eagle have all established “teams” of 
rodeo competitors. Fundraising events during the year help their competitors take 
part and their camaraderie is evident through the weekend with their smiles and 
brightly coloured shirts. Team membership is not a requirement to compete but it 
has helped many people become involved. 


The Rodeo weekend starts on Friday with a double-header night-long cabaret 
with country group Doc Walker followed by Tera Lee. These acts are both sure to 
get the barn rocking! To wake up any tired cowhands in the morning, ARGRA also 
hosts a fantastic pancake breakfast each morning of the Rodeo weekend. 


This year, all Rodeo events start after the Grand Entry and Opening Ceremonies, 
which occur at noon on Saturday. The Canadian flag flies high during the Opening 
Ceremonies along with the flag of our neighbours to the south. After the rodeo 
events in the afternoon, a fantastic western roast beef dinner is held for sellout 
crowds and is followed by one of the largest dances held in Calgary over the year. 
Sunday finds more rodeo action taking place 
followed by the Awards Ceremony and Dance 
starting at 8:00 p.m. 


vendors and community organizations to capitalize Bee —~ 
on exposure to over 3,000 folks coming to Symon’s = “ 
Valley Ranch for a great time. Spaces were still ral = 
available at time of press for interested businesses al 
and organizations. 


Camping at the Rodeo is one of the best times 
you'll have this summer. There are showers and 
laundry facilities available. Contact Symon’s Valley 
Ranch at (403) 274-4574 to make reservations. 
For folks that think roughing it is staying at a hotel 
with no room service, rooms are also available at 
the Sheraton Suites Calgary Eau Claire at a 
reduced rate. Call toll-free long distance at |-888-784-8370 or locally at (403) 266- 
7200. Don’t forget to mention ARGRA or IGRA to get the reduced rate. 


“Battle-weary’ ” but still 
beaming at the 2002 Rodeo 


Tickets for the Rodeo are available at Money-Pennies, the Calgary Eagle and 
Rainbow Pride Resource Centre, all in Calgary. Tickets can also be purchased with 
Visa or Master Card by calling the ARGRA VISA/Master Card line at (403) 938-7329. 
More information can be found on the ARGRA website at www.argra.org. 


A large volunteer base makes this event happen every year and organizers 
encourage anyone interested in volunteering during the weekend to contact them as 
soon as possible by e-mail at : timothy64@shaw.ca, or by calling the ARGRA Hotline 
at (403) 541-8140. 


Everyone at Outlooks looks forward to the “campfire tales “that come out after 
the rodeo is over each year. Play hard and be safe this |0th Anniversary Rodeo 
weekend! W 
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Rainbow renaissance man 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


OuUTrR< WINNIPEG 


Don Bowler is warm, jovial, witty, sensitive, outgoing and can cook up a storm. A 
Gemini-twin personality, he can also sing his heart out and cut hair, often at the same 
time. Now he wants to be a Commissioner for Marriages. 


Oh, yes, he was also mayor of Deloraine, a Manitoba town with a population of around 
1,200 for a while, long before Glen Murray came on the scene as Winnipeg’s first openly 
gay mayor. At the time, Bowler wasn’t “out’”—he was in a marriage that lasted twenty- 
three years and produced two sons. : 


Bowler, now fifty-nine, recently returned from Holiday Retirement Corporation’s 2003 
Chef Conclave, held in New York at the prestigious Culinary Institute of America in Hyde 
Park. He was one of only thirty-one chefs chosen to attend from about 300 who work 
for Holiday Retirement Corporation in Britain, Canada and the United States. He was 
thrilled to be chosen and spent the five-day trip learning the latest techniques and trends 
in food services. 


In Winnipeg, Bowler is chief chef at the up-market Westhaven, a seniors’ retirement 
residence built around independent living. It has its own restaurant, bank and bus service 
for shopping. Bowler was chosen for the New York chef enclave because of his residents’ 
high satisfaction with his food service, along with his on-budget operations and his insis- 
tence on maintaining a clean and sanitary kitchen. 


He started life in Grand Marais,a town on Lake Winnipeg, and his first food experience 
was dishing up burgers and hot dogs at a Grand Beach, Manitoba, concession stand when 
he was fifteen. Over the years he has had a chequered career: training to be a hairdresser 
and barber; running a restaurant; running a menswear store, caretaking and earning certifi- 
cates in cosmetology and cooking. 


He also found time to run for council in Deloraine, where he was a cook at the local 
hospital—supervised, strangely enough, by his wife Joyce, who was head of support 
services. His Deloraine council stint lasted four-and-a-half years and he eventually ended 
up as mayor from 1988 to 1989. 
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“| like people and had lots 
of fun,” he recalls. “I didn’t 
mind at all getting calls from 
constituents.” 


One of his achievements as 
mayor was hiring the R.C.M.P. 
to police the town, a move 
that led to the community 


dismissing its two locally 
hired cops. It turned out to 
be cheaper to hire the 


R.C.M.P. for policing work. 


Bowler loves his present 
job working with seniors, and 
often joins in their singalongs. 
In Deloraine, he was a 
member of the Southwest 
Singers and he has often sung 2a 
in churches, including the now defunct meweponen Community Church in Winnipeg. 


The very versatile Mr. 
Dan Bowler 


SO MERSIN 


“We have three centenarians here and the average age is probably around eighty-five, 
though the Westhaven accepts people from age fifty-five and up,’ he says. “My people 
skills come in useful on the job and | find a sense of humour helps. If someone has a 
complaint it’s best to deal with it right away and a quip or joke often lightens the atmos- 
phere.’ 


Bowler maintains that his office is always open for residents’ social visits or for 
complaints or suggestions. ““What | find most is that many people just need affection,” he 
says. “Today it’s not politically correct to give hugs, especially with the younger genera- 
tion. Many people are lonely or hurt and often a hug helps them feel so much better, so 
| freely hand them out.” 


Bowler decided to split with his wife around 1995. At first his two sons—Spencer, now 
twenty-nine, and Trevor, twenty-eight—were angry, but they got over it and are now best 
of friends. Indeed he and Spencer now live in the same house in Winnipeg. 


“| do identify now as a gay man and realized it was impossible to be gay and live in a 
small town,” he says. “Before | left the marriage of twenty- 
three years, | first told my sister the truth and then got on 
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with it. My sons, who were upset at first, now joke about 


from Roves dad being gay—but in a nice way.’ 


His latest ambition is to become a Commissioner for Marriages and he has already 
filled in the paperwork and applied for the qualification. 


“For one thing, my youngest son Trevor is getting married in August and he and his 
girlfriend would like me to perform the ceremony,’ Bowler enthuses. “Performing 
marriages would also be a useful sideline for me since they usually occur on weekends 
when I’m not working. | have a piano in my home and can sing, so why not? | would hold 
the ceremonies at my place.” 


As for gay marriages, he is open-minded, though he thinks any legally recognized 
binding union is fine. “Traditionally marriage was always seen as between people of 
opposite sexes but the love of same-sex people has to be recognized because it certainly 
isn’t some kind of lifestyle choice,” he says. “If you're gay, you're gay. The same applies 
with adoption and many GLBT people would make very loving parents. | see all kinds of 
little kids running around downtown at very late hours, so heterosexual parents are not 
always the best to be in charge of children.” 


It’s clear that Bowler deeply resents the judgmental self-righteousness of the Christian 
Right when they discuss and attack GLBT adoptions or marriages: 


“Jesus said we should love one another and that is the only real test. Just because 
you're straight doesn’t mean you're an ideal parent or marriage partner.” 


While he has no retirement plans on the horizon, Bowler says eventually he would love 
to run his own bed and breakfast establishment. 


“| love my present job because there’s lots of interaction and laughter,” he adds. “The 
most challenging part is just satisfying 120 different appetites every day and keeping 
everyone happy, including myself.” 


Judging by the singing that often emanates from the Westhaven kitchen, he seems to 
be achieving his goals. W 
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Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 
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Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 
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Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 


Funeral Services 


dodars affordable choicé 
for burial and-eremation services 


Over Your Life? 


Call Senga Bailey, CIP 
to obtain advice and assistance 
to solve your financial difficulties. 


* Budget & Credit Counselling « 
© Proposals to Creditors 
¢ Bankruptcy « 


CALL 261-7779 TODAY 
FOR YOUR FREE 
AND CONFIDENTIAL 
ASSESSMENT 
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BAILEY ic 


TRUSTEE IN BANKRUPTCY 


300, 340 - 12 AVENUE SW 
CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA T2R 1L5 


TOLL FREE: 1-877-806-2918 
BANFF * CANMORE * DRUMHELLER 
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Custom Embroidery Shop 


www.prideembroidery.ca 
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Here is what you may have missed last week on 


ASION TV 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


In The Life, Under The Pink Carpet, Jawbreaker, Shout, So Gay TV, 
Undressed, Dyke TV, Gimmie Gimmie Gimmie, She Spot, Prisoner: Cell 
| Block H, Steamy Knights, Kids In The Hall, Locker Room, Eros, Queer TV, 
| The Jack E. Jett Show, So Graham Norton, In The Life, Queer as Folk, 
Docs Outside the Box, Out In The City, Frisky Femmes, The Secret Life 
-of Us, Urban Fitness TV, Fluid, So Fla Q, Brothers, Elvira Kurt, Bump!, 

Undercovers, XXXtreme Heat, Savoir Faire, Pride Visionaries, G Factor, 
Plu Edna, Body and Soul Yoga, What's for Dinner, Because | Said So! 


plus numerous s GLBT movies, dramas, documentaries, musicals 
oS and specials. 


With new GLBT shows added weekly, 
why not give us a try? 


ISION TV 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE/SATELLITE PROVIDER TODAY OR CALL 1-877-PRIDETV. 


GENERAL LAW 
PRACTICE 


Services Include: 
Criminal, Civil & Family Litigation 
Business & Commercial Law 
Real Estate & Mortgages 
Wills & Estates 


Phoenix Evan Neill 
Born; Baden’/ Jollengen, Germany 
April 15, 1964 
Died: Calgary 
June 8, 1991 


If 1 should meet thee 
after long years, 
How should 1 greet thee? 
With silence and tears. 
-Lord Byron 


Same-Sex Issues 


BRUCE E. WALKER 
LAW OFFICE 


Barristers & Solicitors 
Notaries Public 


Web Site: www.bwalkeriaw.com 
Email: bwalker@bwalkerlaw.com 


(416) 961-7451 


Suite 205- 65 Wellesley St. East 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1G7 


e fetishwear @ leather-latex e gothic 


Emporium 
Our Name Says It All 


CALGARY 
426-8th Ave SE 
(403) 265-7789 

EDMONTON 
9652 Jasper Ave 


(780) 428-5847 Miss & Love you, 


Joseph Aaron Banks 


e alternative lifestyle books & magazines 
@ nalesedo nue paUuMO AlIUNWWOD@e Saouse und e@ 


Voted #1 Fetish Shop In Alberta 


Convenient locations to serve you- 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


We take great pride in offering services and products 
to meet the needs of every family 


British Columbia 


Avalon Surrey Sands Funeral Chapel Richmond 
Funeral Home (Duncan) Funeral Home 
13288 108 Avenue 187 Trunk Road 8420 Cambie Road 
Surrey, BC VOR 1/0 Duncan, BC V9L-2P1 Richmond, BC V6X 1Kt 
Phone: (604) 581-4401 (604) 746-5212 (604) 273-3748 


Sands Funeral Chape! —_ Sands Funeral Chapel Sands Funeral Chapel 
(Nanaimo) (Colwood) (Victoria) 

1 Neweastle Avenue 317 Coldstream Avenue 1803 Quadra Street 

Nanaimo, BC V9S 4H6 Colwood, BC V9B-2W9 Victoria, BC V8T-4B8 

(250) 753-2032 (604) 478-3821 (250) 388-5155 


Valley View 
Funeral Home 
14660 72nd Avenue 
Surrey, BC V3S 2E7 
(604) 596-8866 


HOROSCOPE I 


Pride month revs up with a rollicking planetary charge! Saturn will gather up its whips 
and move into pliant Cancer on the 5th while retrograding Neptune, Uranus and Pluto spice 
up the stew. Outrageous opportunities will send us into new, surprising directions. See you 
in the Pride parade, darling—and pack your map! 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


Proud Rams will be in for a psychic boost this Pride month as Uranus blasts closets off 
their hinges, ready or not! Be ready and, whatever you do, don’t behave! This blast of fresh 
air may place your relatives at odds with you, especially when sour Saturn crosses the 
threshold into your home and family sector. Too bad, buster: deal with it and deal with them. 
“Nuff said... 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


Are your ears burning? Intimacy will be anything but this Pride month. Pluto will retro- 
grade and put a rocket in your pocket—just be sure that you do not set it off prematurely, 
as it’s sure to create a few nasty surprises around compadres thanks to retro Uranus. But 
all’s well that ends well if you can think of the right thing to say. Can you think of the right 
thing to say, queer Bull? 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


It may be difficult to decide which path to take once Prideful June gets fully underway. 
Venus and the Sun will highlight your finer points while retro Uranus may make your finer 
career moves a bit, shall we say, blunt and bold? No sooner will you think you are on the 
top of the heap when you'll suddenly view life from the bottom of the pack. But maybe that 
is your thing? 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Pink Crabs might be struck at the power they are able to command, especially among 
acquaintances as wise old Saturn inches into their sign this Pride month. But don’t let it go 
to your head, hon: in love and sex, retro Uranus and Neptune are ripe for mayhem and 
chastisement. Those who “kiss and tell” will wind up with a frog instead of royalty. At least 
it will taste like chicken... 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


Bold and beautiful proud Lions will be the leaders of the Pride parade thanks to Jupiter 
in their own sign this month. Show the Wilde masses how it’s done with style, compadre, 
but maintain a good sense of humour at the same time. Saturn and retro Uranus will find 
a way to cut you down to size if your ego becomes too big for your body. Does size really 
matter? Hell yes! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Queer Virgos will be in their Pride perfection this June when their efforts on behalf of 
the community reach global proportions. Spread the good gay cheer, cousin, and count your 
many blessings. Retrograding Uranus may place a tack or two on your domestic super- 
highway but it is just the cosmic way of encouraging you to take stock and appreciate who 
you have. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


If you have been paying your professional dues, Saturn will provide you with a nice payoff 
beginning this Pride month. However, if you have been slacking off, screwing around and just 
getting by, this humourless planetary taskmaster will place you on the rack and turn the 
screws. Thankfully, dear queer Libras can always find a bit of respite among friends. Ah, but 
will they hire you...? 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


You will be at the pinnacle of your performance thanks to lucky Jupiter, so don’t stop the 
motion as Pride month gets fully underway, gay Scorp. Saturn and the Uranus and Neptune 
retrogrades will fail to tempt you to relax and kick back. Good thing, too: the secret is to 
set your course and sail while the opportunity presents itself. Sit on your thumbs in the fall. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


Sometimes a bolt out of the blue is just what is needed to knock down barriers. Expect 
such a bolt this Pride month when Saturn and retro Pluto will conspire to upend your 
landscape and clear away debris. But are you prepared to haul it away uncomplainingly, queer 
Archer? Retro Neptune has your tongue in a twist. Use it wisely and don’t say a word... 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Your eyes may be too big for your stomach this Pride month as Jupiter increases your 
sexual appetite while Saturn suggests a diet. Deal with partnership issues before they deal 
with you. Pink Caps may be tempted to quaff their thirst at the office water cooler but 
should sip their tall cool one at home, even if the taste is a bit lukewarm. Next month the 
well may be dry... 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


Aqueerians will be apt to make an even more unusual first impression than usual this 
Pride month. Could it be retrograding Neptune or that peek-a-boo faux leopard tutu? 
Perhaps it'll a bit of both. But don’t let repressed naysayers rain on your Pride 
parade—when you got it, flaunt it! And you got it, comrade! Just don't spend it all in one 
place sez retrograde Uranus. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Guppies will start Pride month off with a Uranian bang and the month will become 
almost uncontrollable from there. As much as you may try to rein events in, the planets will 
prove to be surprising, devious and a bit mischievous. VWhy ask why, doll? Swim through the 
Neptunian funk and fog and apply all that mystique into creative enterprises. Rainbow body 
painting anyone? 

© 2003 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For 
Entertainment Purposes Only. Cruise www.TheStarryEye.com for prescient 
horoscopes and insightful articles. Madam is the author of the highly acclaimed 
“HerScopes; A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians’ from Simon & Schuster. This 
book would have won the Pulitzer had the voting not been rigged. 
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Across 

3) These types of 
establishments may be in 
trouble in Montréal 

5) Anthony Bidulka’s detective 
Russell or mod designer Mary 
7) San Francisco City 
Supervisor assassinated in ‘78 
10) Address of Tales of the City 
denizens: Lane 

1) Celebrity Grand Marshal 
for last year’s San Francisco 
Pride parade 

12) Name of this month's 
female Don’t You Wish? model 
14) He’s supporting GLBT 
tourism:Angus 

17) Upcoming event: Canadian 
Rockies Rodeo 

18) Calgary’s gay film fest 
producer: Brenda 

19) San Francisco's “gayest” 
district 

21) June’s pushiest planet or 
car with “cult” following 

22) One of Freddy’s “patients” 
was invited to have one of 
these 

24) Name of male Don’t You 
Wish? in this month’s issue 
25) Publisher Heale’s “home 
away from home” in San 
Francisco 

26) Cirque du Soleil aerial 
trapeze artist 

27) Well-known MuchMusic 
curmudgeon 

28) Poet Suzanne or WB's 
Creek title character 
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clues & words by Outlooks staff 


Down 

1) Frightening figure in U.S. or 
slang for pubic hair 

2) One of the seven sins 
highlighted in reviewed porn 

3) Olympia Dukakis’ character 
in Tales of the City movies 

4) Title of poem in this month’s 
issue 

6) Creator of the rainbow flag 
8) Band name on T-shirt of 
Sky’s boyfriend in Chelsea Boys 


9) Location of ARGRA’s annual 
rodeo: Symon’'s 
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answers on page 43 


13) Marcelo Pineryo film about 
gay desperadoes 

15) The City by the Bay is 
known for these transit 
vehicles 

16) UK location of the recent 
IGLTA conference 

20) San Francisco tavern or 
David Lynch TV series 

22) Canada’s “centre of the 
universe” 

23) BBCM foundation’s 
Manager of External Affairs: 
Caroline 


delriophoto@shaw.ca 


403- 669 4484 
Calgary - Edmonton 


sunday june 8 

pride.parade @ 12:00 

ming potio + bar 
«open lam rain/shine 


Photography 
for all life styles! 
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PATRICIO DEL RIO 


Oxford St. 
London, Ontario NSY 3K1 


1379 Dundas St E. 
London, Ontario NSW 337 


243 Whameliffe Rd. N. 
London, Ontario N6H 289 


Adult Movie Warehouse 
4735 Tecumseh Rd. 
Windsor, Ontario NST 1B6 


171 Rink St 
Peterborough, Ontario K9J 2J6 


1163 Kingstone Rd. 
Pickering, Ontario L1V 1B5 


2934 King St. E. 


’ Kitchener, Ontario n2A 1A8 


5 Momurrchy Ave, 
Bremplan, Ohta LEX 2R6 


1-100 Whameiiie Ra. S. 
London, Ontario N6J 2K3 


s Lane Unit C 
, Ontario L2G 1V4 


1560 Dundas St. E. 
London, Ontario NSW 3C1 


196 king George rd, 


| Brantford, Ontario N3R 7R9 


system 


The Best PERSONAL LUBRICANT in the world 


427 St. Clair St. 
Chatham, Ontario N7L 3K4 


215 Highland Rad. W. 
Kitcheners, Ontario N2M 3C1 


_ 1800 Tecumseh Rd. W. 


Windsor, Ontario NSB 372 


390 Wallington Ad. 
London, Ontario NBC 4PB 


3160 King St. E, 
Kitcheners, Ontario N2A 1B3 


PRIMETIMERS SPRING SOCIAL 
GRANITE CURLING CLUB 


(left) Prime Beef 
Leatherman Barry, in full 
regalia, stares down the 
camera... we think he won! 


(below) Ta-da! 
Larry and Sid made a surprise visit to the 
event—much to everybody's delight. 


(left) Tom, Dick and 
Harry? 

Close, but “no cigar”; it's 
actually Al, Bill and Tom, out for 
an evening of fun. 


Planning an event in Winnipeg? 
Contact Brent at 
(204) 789-9215 and he'll see about 
covering it in Out & About. 
All photos by Brent 


Call now to find out about our low, 
competitive advertising rates. 


VicTrorniA Day 
Gcio’s 


(right) We Are Amused! 
Joan Costalotsa out to help 
celebrate Vickie's birthday in 
grand style. 


(above) Club Sandwich 

Lucky “girls” Vida Lamour (left) and 
Breyanna Burlesque (right) give a little 
sugar—and get some back—from the 


undeniably sweet Jeff. 


(above) Can’t 
Talk... Spinning 
Dj Wokker keeps a 
steady eye on his 
hopping dancefloor. 


15TH ANNIVERSARY 
PaRTY 
CLUB 200 


(above) Let Them eat 
Cake 

And drink, and dance 

and.,. Club 200 co-owner Joel 


“cuts” to the chase in honour 


of a decade-and-a-half of 
business. 


| crowd what can be done to 
|) help out. The proceeds of 


SOcIAL 


Swerve RETRO 
Parry Ill 
THE AVENUE 


Brad (left) and Jay 
helped DJ Wokker 
keep the room 
“loud” with their 
wildly patterned 
shirts. 


(left) Right 
Back Atcha! 
A couple of 
photogs get the 
drop on 

| Outlooks’ Out & 
About man 
Brent. 


(right) Cheers, 
Queers! 

Ms Club 200 Chickita Banana 
raises a glass in a toast to her 
home base bar. 


COLLATERAL DAMAGE 


GIO’S 


(left) The Man With 
the Plan 

Gerald, the event's 
coordinator, telling the 


the event went to help the 
citizens of Iraq affected by 
Bush’s inyasion. 


(right) Careful—She Bites! 
Jen (left) and Michelle both look like 
they mean business... look out, 
Dubya! 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


A career high 


By David King 


The birth and return of a Cirque du Soleil production is nothing unusual to the average 
Montréaler. For Calgarians, however, the arrival of Alegria in the west has created a new 
Stampede. With over half of ticket sales purchased within seven days, its anticipation has 
positioned Calgary as one of the Cirque’s top five North American touring destinations. 


It’s all good for the Cirque’s Gaston Elie, who’s been in love with Canada since he began 
his training in Montréal in 1999. 


“I’m in love with Montréal,” says Elie.““There are so many things to do there, with so 
much culture to take in—theatre, concerts, gay Pride. The winter is forever, though.” 


Elie performs the Synchro Trapeze alongside Finland’s 
Paulina Rasanen. The act incorporates two trapezes that 
move in and out of—well, synch. As a Cirque performer, 
Elie’s expertise would usually go unnoticed to the Canadian 
public. In his native Argentina, however, he’s somewhat of a 
celebrity. A sixth generation circus man, Elie’s family owns 
the Cirque de Paris—the country’s biggest. 


“My father did trapeze and my mother the high wire,’ 
Elie says, “‘so it’s in the blood. In a way, | never felt really 
connected to the real world.” 


Not unlike Canadians, Elie did grow up learning two 
official languages—Spanish and Portugese. Although his 
family is French, he didn’t learn the language until 
years later in Montréal. Beginning circus studies at 
eight, he adds ropes, rings, and bungees to his 
passion for classical trapeze. The public schools he 
attended while touring are too numerous to mention, but high school in Buenos Aires 
settled him into more of a routine. 


Gaston Elie, civilian 


Then in 1997, Elie discovered the world of the Cirque du Soleil’s Nouvel experience. 
After obtaining more info, he decided to audition. With his parent’s blessing, he ran away 
to Montréal to literally join the circus. 


“My family is very proud,” says Elie. “They want to see me happy, and that’s uncondi- 
tional.” 


For Elie, that includes being gay. And although he’s out in his personal life and in the 
workplace, he admits it’s all been a little unconventional. 


“| didn’t have too much contact with the real world, so it’s difficult to say what 
Argentina was really like towards being gay,’ he says.““When | go back to visit now, | hear 
it is very open, and couples are considered more now like normal couples.” 


In recent history, of course. This spring, Buenos Aires passed Latin America’s first-ever 
gay civil union ordinance. Its public register allows civil unions for gay couples in a 
relationship for two or more years. 


As Human Rights Watch reports, however, things haven’t always been that way. 
Argentinian police atrocities against gays have become world renowned, including several 
razzias (raids) on Buenos Aires nightclubs. In 2002, a transgendered activist who 
denounced police actions was allegedly arrested, charged for robbery and detained indef- 
initely. Meanwhile, transvestites are reportedly arrested regularly under a law prohibiting 
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the wearing of the clothes of the opposite sex, a 
prima facie violation of freedom of expression. 


As a busy performer, Elie couldn’t begin to 
discuss Argentina’s persecutions, but as he 
prepares to purchase his first house there, he 
seems clear on one thing: Argentina is now a 
decent gay destination. And for career options, so 
is the Cirque du Soleil. 


“It’s a very open environment at the Cirque”, he 
observes, “with same-sex benefits provided for 
spouses. I’ve been lucky—it’s funny, because my life 
has been pretty much the same.” 


Things got luckier. Travelling around the US., 
Elie met his partner Keith a year ago while 
partying on the Cirque du Soleil’s float at Denver’s 
gay Pride parade. 


Gaston Elie, aerial 
“| was just sitting, giving CDs away to cute boys,” Elie laughs. trapeze artist 
“It was the first time | was on the float. Now that he’s working 
with the Cirque, it’s a great chance to be together—it’s so hard 


to have a ‘real’ partner when you have this life.” 


As it turns out, Keith landed a job as a Cirque massage therapist (quick lib: sorry, you 
can’t get any luckier than that). As a couple, their affection in public doesn’t bat the eye 
of a single Cirque member, but they are cautious when hopping countries. 


“We just came back from Australia,’ says Elie, “which was amazingly open, and different 
than here in the U.S.—and completely different than Singapore, for example.” 


As he heads towards Calgary and Vancouver, Elie is excited about discovering western 
Canada, and equally thrilled about returning to Toronto following another U.S. stint next 
year. As with most Cirque shows, Alegria has led a long life, as has Elie, whose intense 
training only allows him one night per week to explore new terrain. 


Hmmm=—an attractive, Latin, aerial trapeze artist; does he get cruised a lot? 


Vv 


David King is a freelance journalist currently residing in Calgary.A writer, performer and 
director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montreal’s OUT Productions. 


Elie laughs, shyly. 
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SPRING DANCE 
DELTA HOTEL 


(above) All Hands on Deck... er, Dancefloor 
Out for a good time are (from left) Ron, Claude, Daniel, Neil, Jack and Bob. 


(below) Cause for 
Pause 

Spotting our photographer, 
Jamie took a moment to 
show off his latest creation. 


(above) Smiles on Sale 
An obviously happy group 
takes a break from dancing 
the night away. 


(below) Keen Observers 
Donnie and Kenneth sit a few out, but still 
keep a watchful eye on the dancefloor 


(above) Dance Fever 
Nan is momentarily distracted from “cutting 
a rug”; an Elvis sighting, perhaps? 


CALGARY EAGLE 


BAR & GRILL 


424a 8th Ave SE, 
Calgary, Alberta, Phone (403) 263-5847 
www.zaplin.com/calgaryeagle 


silicone toys for lesbians 


XXX videos and DVDs 


toys for boys 
everything you need in a rainbow 


littlesistersbookstore 


COM 


over 6,000 books for the LGBT community 
XXX magazine including bound and gagged 


say owned and operated store 


lesbian videos 


503 - 4 AvenueS 
262 - 3633 


#80, 104 - 58 Avenue SE 
253%8383 


2493 27 Avenue NE 
253-8483 


PIZZARIA & GREEK CUul- 
SINE 
voted best pizza in Calgary 2002 
by The Calgary Sun ‘Pig-Out’ Contest 


811 17TH AVE SW 
228-9207 or 228-7808 


De hetabl Delights 


Fully Licensed Cafe & Terrace 
Famous Brunch 
Weekends & Holidays 
Open 7 Days a Week 
Ph:(403)263-1450 
Fax:(403)266-3329 


132-15 Avenue 5. a, Calgayy 


BODEGA 


Tapas Bastaurant & Wine Cellar | ; 


Lower Level © 

<g% 720-11Ave S.W.p 
“ke. Calgary, Alberta) 
(403) 262-8966 | 


Open for lunch & dinner 
Monday-Friday 
Saturday ~ 
Dinner on 


Me your next event. 
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730-T7th Ave $.W > (403) 226-3566 


‘To purchase an 
ad in this section 


call 


(403) 228-115 
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Jack & Bob 
(902) 357-2155 
RR# 2 Kingsboro, PEI 
COA 2B0 


Experience 7 Miles of Adventure and 
Romance on Basin Head Beach 


It ll Make Your Heart 
Flutter «¢ 


i. Peaceful ~ Playful ~ Private 
©*? Cabins or Camping 


604-452-3255 


WW W.BIRKENHEADRESORTS.BIZLAND. COM 


Claddagh House B&B Inn 


A delightful Victoria, BC B&B 


For more info visit: 
www. victoriabc-bedandbreakfast.com 
or call: 


Toll-Free 1-877-377-2816 


POVWL home at CA 


Stay at Calgary's best Gay owned Bed & 
Breakfast. Offering more amenities than 
any other Bed & Breakfast in Calgary. 


These luxuries are offered at exceptional 
prices and with wonderful service from 
your great hosts. 


Find private/ensuite bathrooms, jetted 
tubs, fireplaces, king beds, digital cable, 
high speed internet and many other First 
Class amenities 


Please call or visit our website for details. 


www.gaywestways.com 


"Alberta's first and most luxurious 
gay-owned Bed & Breakfast" 


216 - 25 Ave SW 
Calgary, Alberta 
(403) 229-1758 


Come relax in our ‘New’ 32 jet 
hot tub on our private deck. 
Clothing optional. 


IADA'S FINEST ALL MALE HOTEL 


42 ROOM HOTEL 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
PRIVATE BATHROOMS 
TELEVISION . VIDEOS 
BOUTIQUE . TELEPHONES 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 


SAUNA . STEAM 
JACUZZI 

COMMUNAL SHOWERS 
ROOFTOP TERRACE 
BAR . GARDEN . PATIO 


UALLIER 


www.auxberges.ca 


AUBERGE DU CENT RESVILLLE IN Ge 
1070, RUE MACKAY, MONTREAL H3G 2HI (514) 918-9393 (800) 668-6253 


Calgary's Favourite B&B 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 
403-244-6693 
->www.thefoxwood.com 
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~RIDEAU INN~ 


177 Frank St. Just off Elgin St. 
Downtown OTTAWA 
_— 


www.rideauinn.ca 
e-mail: mcgilibb@interlog.com 
Toll-free: 1-877-586-5015 


Victorian Elegance 
in the Heart of Ottawa 


online reservations 
now available 


282 Somerset St. West Ottawa, ON K2P 0jG6 


(G13) 236-9309 


visit our website at www.innonsomerset.com 
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COVER STORY 


A journey of 
discovery 


The first time you hear Velvet Steele tell her story you’re immediately struck by how 
familiar it is. There’s the frustration through puberty where we all burn and struggle 
to define who we are, then the realization that we are a minority and we must watch 
out for those who would harm us. When we are still children we understand perse- 
cution, prejudice and duplicity at a very personal and adult level. 


By Mike Stefureak 


When we finally reveal who we are to those around us and refuse to be pushed back 
into the shadows of society we are pretty much ready to face anything. This shared 
experience, the story of our growth and our outing, binds us together as a community. 
It's how we became who we are and the consequences we faced because of our 
honesty. Many times, it’s one of the first things we share with each other when we 
meet. Why | expected it to be different for a transgendered person I'll never know. 
However, although our roads led to the same destination, hers was still more difficult. 


Steele was born in Ottawa and grew up in the suburbs. Like most of us, she knew 
she was different before she fully understood how, an innocent boy who learned early 
in life that his interests were forbidden because they weren’t things boys traditionally 
did. 

“To define when | actually knew | was transgendered came down to when | was in 
grade seven and eight and going through puberty,” Steele says, “I was developing in a 
different way than most of the boys were. | actually grew breasts, my nipples became 
very distended and erect and | didn’t get the same kind of body hair that most of the 
boys were getting.” 


The differences that were visible to her made her think about who she was. At the 
age of fourteen she started to seek out the help she couldn’t find at home. Her aunt 
came to her aid and found Steele a counsellor to help her as she defined who she was. 
After high school she moved out on her own and sought the help of other doctors. 
One psychologist she saw told her she had to be a drug addict and HIV-positive 
because of her gender confusion, another told her she should go to Alcoholics 
Anonymous or Narcotics Anonymous. 


“| went and got a blood test and an HIV test to prove them wrong and to tell them 
‘lve got a definite problem here and it’s making me crazy’” Steele says. “Another 
doctor | went to said ‘Just for the heck of it, let’s try a chromosomal test.” 


The results came back XXY. A female is XX, while a male is XY—which pproved 
beyond a doubt that Steel was transgendered. The doctor reassured her that it wasn’t 
bad or abnormal. He told her she could decide if she wanted to go on hormone 
therapy and become more male, more female or just stay intersexed, 


She was twenty-two years old and her life was at an unusual crossroad. Steele 
delayed the decision and moved to Denmark for a time. The open culture appealed to 
her and she found support from relatives there who gave her the time and space to 
decide what she wanted to do. She got a job and honed her styling career. While 
Steele was in Copenhagen, working in a salon, her mother made a surprise visit. Until 
this point, her mother was fine with homosexuality and transgendered people as long 
as they weren't in her family. 


After an unfortunate incident in a gay bar there, her mother told her she didn’t want 
to know about her life but demanded to know if Steele was gay. Steele told her she 
didn’t know, that was what she was trying to find out. After that, her mother was 
distant. 


Eventually she wound up in Toronto, without a job or an apartment, and turned 
briefly to prostitution in order to survive. Then she set her sights on becoming a 
professional dominatrix. 


At the age of twenty-four she was now in charge. She wouldn’t be selling sex, which 
was physically uncomfortable to her; instead she would find acceptance on her own 
terms. Steele began cutting hair out of her apartment because salons were uncom- 
fortable hiring the transgendered. Over time she developed friends in the fetish 
community, which helped her develop her sexuality and give her the strength to take 
the next step. 


After losing many friends to the AIDS crisis in Toronto, Steele moved to Vancouver 
and began seeing a doctor who recommended hormone therapy and arranged for her 
to go to the gender clinic. 


“When | first went to the gender clinic | realized | wanted to go that one step 
further,” she recalls. “I didn’t want to be the third sex, | just wanted to be me.” 


The hormone treatment helped level Steele out, although reduced sex drive was one 
side effect from taking the estrogen. It did, however, also give her some valuable insight 
into what drives men and women. 
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She was eventually approved 
for gender reassignment surgery 
but had difficulty finding a 
doctor—particularly when 
healthcare would only cover a 
fraction of the costs. Steele had 
to fight again, but she was not 
the type of person to let 
strangers dictate how _ she 
should live her life. 


“| felt | was pulling teeth. 
Here they’re playing these games 
with my life and I’m telling them 
they have to stop it. They finally 
came back to me and said ‘Okay, 
we're going to do this.” Steele 
was triumphant—not only did 
she get the approval to fully 
become a woman but she set 
legal precedent in B.C. For the 
first time, | transgendered 
patients could take control of 
their health care by choosing an 
appropriate doctor. 


Velvet Steele: taking a bite out of on 
life Before Steele had the surgery she had 
one more thing to do: tell her family. 
Until that point she had always told them 


she was gay. It was easier. 
She called her siblings first. 


“One sister told me | should be happy with the way | was born and with what God 
gave me. Then she stopped talking to me and hung up the phone,” Steele recalls with 
a sigh. She wrote her sister a four-page letter telling her of the turmoil she faced all 
her life. Her sister called back and said she never knew. She asked Steele why she 
never told her about it before. 


“It was not easy to explain what havoc my body was wreaking on my life and my 
health. | asked her ‘How can you understand? All you need to do is tell me you respect 
my decision and know I’m still the same person inside,” Steele assured her. Her 
brother was supportive from the start. 


“He told me he always knew he had a big sister. He wished me luck and told me to 
go for it. When the surgery was over he asked me how it looked,” Steele laughs. 


Her youngest sister was initially supportive but then became distant. Steele pursued 
her until she could speak to her face to face. What her sister was really afraid of was 
that Steele would have so much plastic surgery she wouldn’t know her any longer. 
After a visit her attitude changed and she became supportive. Since her mother had 
already passed away, the final person who had to know was her father. 


After repeated attempts to contact him (a period of more than three years), he 
finally came for a visit, full of the questions that everyone asks.Why did you do it? How 
long has it been going on for? Why didn’t you tell me before? She answered them by 
rote. 


“Then he said “Well, as long as you're happy, that’s all | want to know,” Steele remem- 
bers. Then she laughed. “Can | have sex? Can | have orgasms? Does it hurt? Everyone 
asks the same questions. As human beings we're all ‘sexed’; we all want to know.” 


As a result of her surgery, her family has become much more open about sex. 
Families are resilient things and Steele’s unique journey has affected them in some 
unpredictable ways. Her family now enjoys her gender change. Her father loves to tell 
their friends about it to see their reaction. They also ask her intimate questions about 
sexuality at dinner, where most awkward family issues seem to surface. Their accept- 
ance has also reduced a lot of the tension that surrounded family events. Now her 
family makes huge efforts to see her when she comes home. 


“It is a pleasant change. They want to be so much more active in my life,” Steele says. 


Vv 
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Resources for Intersexed people 


If you are a transgendered person then you already know the resources for you are limited. 
According to expert Dr. Louis Gooren of the Free University of Amsterdam, the incidence of trans- 
gendered females to males in the United States is one out of every 100,000 people. For male to 
female transgendered people it is much more rare, only one out of every 400,000. In Canada the 
number of intersexed people are not recorded. So where can you find the resources you need? 


One place to check for support is your local PFLAG organization (www.pflag.ca). Being one 
of the oldest sexual minority rights organizations they often have resources and a good network 
of people who've “been there and done everything”. Another good resource is the Zenith 
Organization (www.zenithfoundation.ca), a Vancouver-based group working to improve the 
lives of the gender dysphoric community. In Toronto there’s the Transsexual Menace 
(www.themenace.net), a site with links on a huge number of issues of importance to sexual 
minorities. All three of these sites are non-profit and volunteer run, so be sure to at least say thank 
you to them for the services they continue to provide. 


For medical information one of the best sites is that of Dr. Anne Lawrence 
(www.annelawrence.com), which deals with the medical concerns of transgendered people. Dr. 
Lawrence, a transgendered woman, provides solid information about hormone treatments and 
surgeries, as well as a good deal of other information for the layperson. 


In Toronto, people may want to contact the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 
(www.camh.net/mental health/gender identity clinic.html), which provides counselling 
resources, support groups and connections for gender reassignment. Another valuable resource is 
the Harry Benjamin International Gender Dysphoria Association (www.hbigda.org), which has 
established ethical guidelines and standards of care for those with gender identity issues and 
specializes in medical treatments. 


For a history of the intersexed, check out Transsexual, Transgender and Intersex History 
(www.transhistory.org). It covers the 20th century and gives detailed accounts of the betrayal 
of transgendered people after the Stonewall riots, which started when Sylvia Rivera, a transgen- 
dered woman, resisted arrest and harassment by the New York police. For a look further back 
there’s  Transexualism: Mythological, Historical, and Cross-Cultural Aspects 


(www.symposion.com/ijt/benjamin/appendix_c.htm). 


Finally, one of the sites | encountered in my research for this story was Remembering Our Dead 
(www.gender.org/remember). The site is an on-line memorial for murdered transgendered 
people. Most of the people listed died brutally, beaten, shot, stabbed multiple times, or even burned 
to death. But one person stands out from the rest: he died of cancer. It took him and his lover 
three years from his diagnosis to find a doctor or clinic that would treat him. Over twenty doctors 
and clinics rejected him as a patient because of their discomfort over his gender. To me, that illus- 
trates the frustration of the transgendered community more than anything. 
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Nightlife: bringing 
back the fun 


By Gerard MacMullin 


City Councillor Tim 
Stevenson is confident—with a new mayor, | 
a new agenda and a new attitude—that 
Vancouver is set to shake off its “tno fun” 
image and cash in on the gay travel bonanza 
But fostering the vibrance of Toronto or the | 
sparkle of Montréal won't be easy in a city © 
long governed by seriously conservative | 
lawmakers. 


Vancouver 


Stevenson—Vancouver Mayor Larry 
Campbell’s liaison for the West End, the | 
GLTB community, and tourism and small 
business—feels the era of City Hall’s 
“benign neglect” of the gay community is 


over. Vancouver City Councillor Tim 


“Obviously, what we lack is a good nightlife for gay | Stevenson 
and lesbian people. That’s basically because up until 
now, in my opinion, the councils...didn’t put in any 


directed effort,” he says. 


Recent revisions. in liquor regulations suggest the city is already changing: bars no 
longer have to send patrons packing at midnight on Sundays and can stay open, in some 
cases, until 2 a.m. A new 4 a.m. closing, in effect during special events, could become a 
permanent feature of bars in the Davie Village, on Granville Street and Broadway. 


Another issue for locals and tourists is the absence of a prominent gay entertainment 
strip seen in other major centres, and Stevenson says developing that is a priority. 


“We have to work on [making Davie Village] feel more like a gay village,” he stresses. 
“We have the beginnings of that, but we're not there by a long shot.” 


Stevenson sees possible development of a residential high rise in the former Parkhill 
Hotel as a stumbling block. The city recently issued a stop work order. 


“If that becomes a residence right in the middle of the village, people are going to start 
complaining about the noise, and the bars being open,” he says. 


Stevenson has also been working with the Pride Society to ensure their festivities go 
ahead this year, and to try to develop new features like a street festival and beer gardens. 
The Pride Society collapsed in financial disarray last winter leaving a question mark over 
the annual celebration. The Society’s inability to pay its $17,000 debt to the city could have 
resulted in cancellation for the first time in a quarter century. 


Stevenson wants to ensure the city assists wherever it can. 


“I'm going to make sure that everything | can do to make that happen, will happen. | 
want to look at ways of [getting] some grant money to the society,’ he says 


Although Pride pumps over $22-million into the local economy, in the past city officials 
refused to consider subsidizing or waiving a long list of fees, like the $13,000 bill for street 
closures. Yet, the city spent over $400,000 on the annual fireworks festival. And, while 
ignoring the twenty-five years of economic benefits from bread and butter events like 
Pride, governments lavish tens of millions of dollars and ever-increasing amounts of time 
and attention on Vancouver's mega-project, the 2010 Olympics. 


Politicians don’t seem to recognize that gay travel and leisure—directly tied to the 
quality of nightlife—is indeed a market of Olympian proportions, worth an estimated 
$55-billion dollars annually. Winning a fraction of that business would be like hosting an 
Olympics every year. Cities like Montréal are well aware of this rich demographic and 
market relentlessly to gays, with financial backing of their municipal and provincial govern- 
ments. Vancouver continues to lag. 


People like Angus Praught of the International Gay and Lesbian Travel Association are 
working hard to change that. 


“If we market ourselves correctly, and have the right products to market, then we'll see 
increased success,” he says. 


Praught’s strategy is starting to pay off. The IGLTA has selected Vancouver as host city 
for their 2004 convention. The 1,200-member organization of travel 
professionals—airlines, travel agencies and tour operators, accommodations providers, 
national tourist boards and travel writers—develops gay travel business opportunities. 
More than 300 delegates are expected to attend the Vancouver convention. 
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“I'd like to see more expanded nightlife options for visiting guests,” Praught said in an 
earlier interview with Outlooks. “You have people from large, international cities that can 
go out until four or five in the morning...| see all these other cities around me at the 
trade shows, and it’s very hard to compete when you don’t have the same products.” 


In another sign that the city is taking gay tourism and entertainment seriously, 
Quy 
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Councillor Stevenson travelled to Manchester, 
England, recently to promote Vancouver to 
delegates at an IGLTA meeting. 


Despite the many roadblocks, Vancouver 
boasts an impressive track record with well- 
established events like Pride, Out On Screen 
and Altitude, the gay and lesbian ski week that 
attracts 3,000 visitors to Whistler each winter. 
Vancouver was the first city outside San 
Francisco to host the Gay Games in 1990, and 
remains a popular destination for gay 
travellers from the Pacific Northwest. Gay 
tourism is thriving, despite the post 9-1 | 
slump in other travel sectors. 


Stevenson admits “the city has to get much, 
much more proactive with our community, 
and we have to aggressively go after the 
tourism market.” 


Unless the politicians follow through on 
loosening both attitudes and purse strings, 
Vancouver's gay community will continue to | 
miss Out on the real action—and that just 
does not make good business sense. W 
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It is impossible to throw even a fit in this 
town without hitting something that is associ- 
ated with James R. Steck. He is best known as 
the manager of the Oasis Pub and a co-owner 
of CruiseyT gay cruises. He is also the PR 
manager for the Oasis and Numbers and a co- 
owner and general manager of Sugar Daddy's, 
Davie Street’s newest “coming attraction”. 
With the recent closure and renovations of 
the Sugar Daddy’s space on Davie Street 
causing a bit of speculation in the Village, and 
CruiseyT gearing up for its eleventh season, 
Outlooks Vancouver sat down with Steck to ask 
a few very important questions. 


Outlooks:Where are you from? 


Steck: My mother’s womb! Otherwise 


known as Vancouver 


Outlooks: So, buzz on Davie St. says that 
Sugar Daddy’s will soon re-open as a sports 
bar... 


Steck:Time will tell! 


Outlooks: What's new with CruiseyT this 
year? 


Steck: We sail once a month now, and try 
to plan it around American long weekends. 
We found that with more “fresh meat” in 
town the local community comes more often. 
It also brings a lot of new faces to the cruise. 


By Steven Schelling 


We have also created theme cruises to add 
more variety to music, décor, and passengers 
are dressing up with the themes. Randy 
[Newburg, also of CruiseyT] and | found that 
we had a regular clientele that came on every 
cruise last year. 


This year we created season passes for 
those passengers; they can come on every 
cruise with a savings of $50. Our next event is 
“The Tribal Cruise” on June 22. 


Outlooks: If you could change one thing 
about Vancouver, what would it be? 


SteclcTo bring back the old days when you 
would go to any one of the many nightclubs 
that Vancouver’s gay community had. You 
would have to wait in line because it was 
completely packed inside. Those days are now 
gone. It seems that people are just not going 
out! Line-ups are almost unheard of, and 
there are fewer gay bars now then there were 
ten years ago! 


Outlooks: Do you feel that you are on the 
cusp of a gay renaissance in Vancouver? 


Steck: Yes, | feel that Vancouver's gay 
community is growing in leaps and bounds. 
People are just doing more things than before! 
Gay tourism is also increasing—people want 
to see what Vancouver & British Columbia has 


LunchBreak Special 
Evening Specials 
Blackout Nights 
Always Relaxed 


Always Busy 
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3393 West Pender -604-681-5719 
www.clubvancouver.cam 
The Bathhouse Option That Warks 


to offer! 


Outlooks: What do you do in your spare 
time? Do you have any spare time? 


Steclc Spare time... what is that?! When | 
do have time to myself | enjoy my garden with 
a glass of wine. Spending time with my family 
and friends is short but very valued. If | can 
take two full days for myself | will try to escape 
for a weekend and enjoy what the world has 
to offer. 


Outlooks: What is your greatest fear? 


Steck Falling off the roof of the Oasis 
while filling the bubble machine; Phil Moon 
pushed me—in case anyone asks! 


Outlooks: Time is the fire in which we 
burn...are you feeling the heat? If so, where? 


Steck: Interesting question; | think life is like 
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a roller coaster, it has its ups and downs, and 
then it comes to a stop! 


Outlooks: Favourite drink? 


Steck: The Queen B Martini or something 
with bubbles. 


Outlooks: Favourite hangout? 
Steck: On boats or under my desk. 


Outlooks: Does the ten percent rule—one 
in ten people are homosexual—apply in 
Saskatoon? How about Nunavut? 


Steck: That’s false; it is actually forty 
percent or four in ten people. Three of the 
four are stuck in walk-in closets and can’t find 
their way out! W 
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P top of the world productions 


Wwww.twpe.ca DrEsents:— 


EVERY 2N2 SUNDAY ofthe VIONTH 
Feet wl 


LOUNGE AND | 


1066 WEST HASTINGS 


JUNE 8TH - DJRob Cc 


JULY 13TH - DJ Rob c 


+ SIMPLEMIX 


By Pat Johnson 


| +++ : Next May, the top 

industry officials who plan and book travel 

for the gay and lesbian market will be in Vancouver for the annual convention of the 

International Gay and Lesbian Travel Association. Angus Praught, a former co-owner of the 

Royal Hotel and local travel marketing guru, is the mindforce behind bringing this important 

event to our shores. Though aimed at industry folks, there is a need for volunteers who 

want to help over the days of the convention, May |3-16,2004.To help, call Praught at (604) 
682-2289 or visit his website at www.gayvan.com. 


It’s not too late to get tickets to Dine With Pride, the 9th annual 
gala dinner and silent auction being held Sunday, June 15, (cocktails at 6; dinner at 7:30) at 
the Coast Plaza Hotel and Suites. Tickets are $75 ($60 with Vancouver Pride Society 
membership) and can be purchased at Little Sister’s, the Fountainhead Pub or at Tech Direct 
on the Drive. Randy Newburg hosts, with Bryant Olender on piano. 


Pride is speeding towards us with amazing speed... just a 
few weeks left! Even though the annual celebration of gay life in this city is one of 
Vancouver's major civic events, it is—remarkably—still run by a small group of dedicated 
volunteers who depend totally on community support. 


+++ What are you drinking this summer? A Vancouver 
company is hoping you'll pour something healthier than beer down your gullet as the 
weather heats up. Clubwater, niche-marketed for the thirsty gay and gay-friendly market, is 
the brainchild of local gay entrepreneur Kevin Pohlmann. Look for Clubwater at your 
favourite watering hole. Proceeds of Clubwater will benefit AIDS research. 


++ ‘s This year’s signature Pride party, the Pride Ball, is being produced 
by TBB Productions and takes place on August 2 at the Dark Cave Cabaret (formerly The 
Rage). DJ Lydia Prim spins while partiers do their thing. TBB guys Randy Palmer and Michel 
Nadeau have guaranteed a share of the ticket prices will go to the Pride Society, after last 
year’s event lost the society some money. No such danger this year, say the new organizers, 
who have donated more than $37,000 to various local non-profits since 1999, including 
more than $5,600 that has made its way to the Vancouver Pride Society. For more info or 


to buy tickets, go to www.tbbproductions.net. 


3? Sundays after 9 p.m. at Numbers is Disco Lush, another fundraiser 
for Pride. Organizers promise prizes for almost everything. Hmmm. 


If you can’t wait ‘til Pride to party hearty, Top of The World 
Productions has launched a couple of new monthly must-sees. Alex Romero, Top of The 
World’s producer, tells us Play takes place next at Fluid (1066 W. Hastings) on June 8.The T- 
dance runs 4 to 10 p.m. at the fabulously redone new venue. DJ Rob C spins. If you’re more 
of a morning person, Alex promises early morning wildness with Action at the World (816 
Granville) from midnight to 7 a.m. Next date: June 21. Each month a different Dj ... this 
month: D] Adrian. See the website at www.twpe.ca. 


t+ 1: ‘ > West End Idol is waving a carrot to potential 
victims, er, contestants, implying that talent scouts may be in the audience. Doesn't 
matter—it’s quite a blast to watch. Lots of genuine talent on display and the ones without 
are even more fun to watch. To witness, just show up Mondays at The Oasis before 7 p.m. 
To participate, call (604) 685-1724 or go to www.theoasispub.com. 
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Tuxes and ball gowns may be in short supply if the courts 
keep ruling that opposite-sex-only marriage contravenes the Charter. British Columbia’s 
Court of Appeal ruled this spring that the ban on same-sex marriage is unconstitutional, 
discriminatory and not justifiable. The federal government seems destined to deal with the 
issue One way or another as courts across the land continue to bang away at the archaic 
laws that deny our love equality. So much of the good work being done is due to Egale 
Canada, the national organization that lobbies for our equality. Read the latest at 

In case the Queen’s birthday passed you by last month, 
there’s still time to celebrate royally,as The Queen Vicki and the Prince Albert tournaments 
pit top gay volleyballers against each other in a wild and hot weekend of sporting and other 
exercises July 25-27. Info at www.vgva.net. 

The Rainy City Gay Men’s Chorus takes over the Waterfront 
Theatre on Granville Island June 12 to 14 for Men, the concert. Tickets and further info is 


availableat www.rainycity.ca. 
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Creations Structured eclecticism: 
new congress 


By Danny Legare 


Founded in 1995 as an interdisciplinary art group, The New Congress set forth a vision 
that remains unparalleled by any art collective in the community. Based in Vancouver with 
a branch office in Munich, Germany, The New Congress is comprised of six member 
artists with three in each country. 


Their motives and mission statement 
are simple: building upon the 
“Congressionalist’” framework—a_philo- 
sophical foundation on which to base 
one’s artistic practice. And yes, they do 
take themselves somewhat seriously. 


In the pursuance of social capital, TNC’s 
Founding and Leading Delegate Burkhardt 
says that they strive towards a “method of 
art-making that encourages the public to 
acknowledge and challenge their biases 
and work together towards a more 
creative and tolerant environment”. With 
a heavy European influence, TNC’s 
members come from various backgrounds 
that, through various projects, reflect a 
depiction of society and its branches in an 
unconventional way. Each member is given 
a position, such as Delegate, Senior 
Delegate, Assembly member and so forth, which 
builds upon a hierarchy to demonstrate structure in 
the eclectic collective. 


An image of Jesus from The 
New Congress 


Multicuturalism, challenge of the status quo and breeding tolerance towards their 
target audience is the basis of TNC. Never predictable, TNC demands their audience 
look through their “third eye” and uncover the subtle riches in the group’s offerings, 
which remain open to interpretation. Education is key and TNC pursues this in ways not 
immediately visible to the naked eye; with an open mind, the viewer with glean an infinite 
amount of pleasure each time they look upon a TNC image or encounter a project. 


The gay community has been exposed to TNC via their popular ongoing ‘zine Daisy 
Gets Erotik, a publication that has been produced four times a year since its inception back 
in 1995. The ‘zine, which has a wide underground distribution network both in Canada 
and abroad, pushes boundaries as a means to encourage readers to explore their comfort 
zones, thus empowering them to make informed choices. Although Daisy hasn’t been 
erotic for the last eight months, it is set to re-launch this coming Pride Day with some 
proposed surprises in content. Along with Daisy Gets Erotik, other well-known projects 
targeted at the gay community include Dead F***, an animated series of three shorts 
(presented at the Out on Screen Film Festival in Vancouver and the Lesbisch Schwule 
Filmtage in Hamburg) and Senior Delegate Drew Eves-Lethbridge’s gossip magazine, 
Quentin, aimed at the local drag queen population. Former Assembly member Jayson 
Junge (now pursuing a solo career) also erected a sculptural work called “Big Game 
Hunting” in the Pumpjack Pub. The image addresses sex and dating in the gay community 
via the use of underwear and antlers on a large red ‘plus’ sign made of wood. 


While TNC has maintained a low profile over the last few months, the movement has 
not stopped functioning. Upcoming projects include Simon Says, a new animated series 
scheduled for the end of summer, and the ongoing Dutton Series, which Burkhardt says 
will engage only those interested in “obscure designed languages”. Leading Delegate 
Burkhardt was recently awarded the Queen's Golden Jubilee Medal in recognition for his 
artistic efforts in Canada in connection with The New Congress. W 


For more information, please go to http://www.thenewcongress.com 
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REV, Aa Spinning 
lew into summer 


By Danny Legare 


For the divas, fans and freaks, this coming summer promises blistering sounds from all 
corners of the globe. Break in those runners now kids—this ain’t gonna let up ‘til way past 
Pride. 


The summer season will go into full bloom this coming June 22nd at Atlantis, as East 
Coast Dj/Producer Mark Anthony will bestow his signature style of smooth sexy, 
textured grooves and basslines to Vancouver for the first time. Roger Gosselin presents 
Mark Anthony to help promote his artist album Ritual, named after Anthony's famed 
residency at the Montréal afterhours, Stereo. 


Anthony has been cultivating his sound for nineteen years, and began to spin records 
at age thirteen. While the sound back then lent more to the hip-hop, reggae and (true) 
electro, Anthony’s vision expanded to clubs in 1988 where he would spin at the famous 
Thunderdome, weaving himself throughout the city to hold residencies at K.O.X. and to 
help pioneer one of the most acclaimed circuit parties in the world. Anthony's associa- 
tion with Bad Boy Club of Montréal’s Black and Blue has made the event one of the 
biggest of its kind, drawing over 20,000 people annually with a stadium-sized venue. With 
Black and Blue under his belt, the world became his oyster as he played in hotspots such 
as New York, Miami, Atlanta, L.A., Ibiza, London, Paris, Barcelona, Berlin and beyond. His 
sound has since become a more representative of his own style since recording his album 
Ritual.As DJs run amok in today’s world, what sets some of them aside for the rest is the 
production value they instill either in their own works, or live on stage. Anthony's album 
is the product of many years of experience spinning other people’s records and sounds, 
through which he developed a blueprint for his own style. 


“| made the album in order to showcase Mark Anthony as an artist/producer,” the D} 
says.“‘In the past few years, | mixed several compilations for various labels in the U.S. and 
Canada, where it was important that people understood that this was my album and not 
a compilation.” 


Anthony says it was his own experience as a Dj that inspired him into music produc- 
tion.“l love both equally but there is something magical that occurs when you create this 
bond between yourself and the dancefloor, which doesn’t happen when youre alone in 
the studio,’ he says. Through his performances as a DJ and work as a producer, Anthony 
has garnered the skill to lend his production experience to other artists. The Human 
League benefited from his talents in a remix of the album track You'll Be Sorry, which 
premiered at last year’s Black and Blue. 


Says Anthony of the circuit scene: 


“There are some great parties out there that everyone should attend at least once in 
their life, such as the Black and Blue. Some of these events have production values that 
have yet to be surpassed. The gay community has always been at the forefront of cutting 
edge dance music, but for the last few years, I’ve been noticing that there seems to be this 
quote/unquote gay sound that most people refer to or feel comfortable with. 


“| definitely think that there as a Dj, ‘educating’ your dancefloor is the primary goal, 
along with pleasing the crowd in front of you. However, with everyone wanting to be a 
DJ these days, most will play safe and whip out the hits one after the other which, 
musically speaking, doesn’t leave much [room for] creativity.” 


While most DJs would stick to home base, Anthony delivers a sonic testimony to a 
sound he has helped North America embrace. This June 22nd, expect to hear innovation 
and bear witness to Mark Anthony’s vision. For more information, check out 


www.markanthonymusic.com 


One Saturday evening in May, the House Of Venus celebrated the tenth installment of 
its Wiggle event with a splashy array of art, light, sound, costumes and catwalking. Much 
like a masquerade party, audience members also donned their own creations, and the 
evening featured various song, dance and fashion numbers presided over by hostess-with- 
the-mostest, Joan-E. Mogul Michael Venus says that Wiggle is “‘a celebration of beauty and 
love, with creations fuelled by many different and unique blends of creative juices.” 


Wiggle is a chance to witness this city’s growing underground art scene, especially with 
a list of local performers, artists, stylists, designers and models involved too numerous to 
mention. The House of Venus continues to put its stamp on “no-fun city”, as its missions 
is to expand and strengthen cultural diversity imprint on the west coast. 


On Thursday, May 8th, the Gold Club Series, “Big DJ Small Club” brought DJ Sasha back 
for another stint at Richards on Richards for an ‘intimate’ show, along with Steve Porter 


ik 
and local DJ Julian. With a cast of 400+ 
clubgoers fortunate to enter the club free of 
charge, the night set a precedent in terms of 
club events sponsored by major corporations. 


A bit of exquisiteness onstage at 
the | Oth installment of Wiggle 


Local D) Julian dropped a few opening tracks for American DJ Steve Porter, who proved 
that opening DJs definitely deserve praise for handling their part of an evening's program 
admirably. Sasha’s set provided more of the prog/break fusion he is known for than was 
evident in his appearance at the Commodore six months earlier. With some notable 
tracks (a new mix of the crowd-pleasing thumping Tomaz vs. Filterheadz Sunshine and 
some reworks of selected tracks from his album Airdrawndagger) Sasha teased and 
pleased. Afterwards, he remained on stage to sign paraphernalia and pose with fans for 
pictures—it was clear that this Welshman’s charm is in abundance on the floor as well as 
on the stage. Vancouver seemed pleased enough with the short (one-and-a-half hour) set, 
but one can only imagine where a suitable DJ set from Sasha would take them. 


Another installment of the Gold Club Series comes to Vancouver with the June 6th 
return of DJ Tiesto to the Commodore.Winner of Best Club DJ at the Dancestar World 
Music Awards, Tiesto’s stop in Vancouver is a promotion for his new mixed CD Nyana, on 
Nettwerk Records. This two-disc set is full of progressive trance gems, crowd-pleasing 
anthems and Tiesto’s notable flare. Nyana is available in stores now. 


Fireworks will be going off as Queer as Folk :The Babylon Tour makes a rare stop at the 
Commodore ballroom in Vancouver this coming July 4th. Headlining the evening will be 
none other than circuit king and Grammy Award-winning Remixer/Producer Peter 
Rauhoffer, who will make his Commodore debut. His harder edged tribalism will be 
featured for the evening as the tour attempts to re-create the show’s club set in different 
venues all across North America, with stops in three Canadian cities. This event is 
presented by Showcase, in association with Embrace Productions Inc. and The House Of 
Venus. W 


Galloway's 


Specialty Foods: 


Nuts Pastas 
Dried Fruits Pickles 
Herbs L Spices Specialty Spreads 
Sugars Extracts 
Grains Essential Oils 
Beans Vitamins 


9851 Van Horne Way 929 Denman Street 
Richmond, B.C. Vancouver, B.C. 
Tel: (604) 270-6363 Tel: (604) 669-3036 


www.gallowaysfoods.com 


OUTLOQKSvanceuver June2003 9 


Arts & Entertainment 


FIT FOR FOOD for A LOVING SPOONFUL 
Sunday June 8th join A Loving Spoonful and International 
fitness presenter Geoff Bagshaw and other local 
instructors in a 2-hour exciting exercise class featuring 
step, salsa, hip hop, yoga and more! Your quest for 
personal fitness can translate into meals for men, women 
and children living with HIV/AIDS. Entry is $25.00 and 
you'll receive a t-shirt and be entered into the prize 
draws. You can also collect pledges to compete for really 
great prize packages. Roundhouse Community Centre. 
For more info at 604-682-6325 or 


www.alovingspoonful.org 


VENUS BOYS 

A Film journey through a universe of female masculinity 
presented by OUT ON SCREEN and Girlgig 
productions. Sun June Ist @ Tribeca, 536 Seymour St. 
Doors open @ 7 and film at 8pm. $5 at the door and 
seating is limited. Get there on time. 


DINE WITH PRIDE 

The Vancouver Pride Society invites you to DINE WITH 
PRIDE, our 9th Annual Gala Dinner and Silent Auction 
Host: Randy Newburg with Bryant Olender on piano. Sun 
June 15 @ the Coast Plaza Hotel & Suites 763 Comox 
Street. Cocktails at 6 pm, three course dinner at 7:30.Tix 
available now at: Little Sisters Bookstore, Gay Mart, The 
Fountainhead Pub, and Tech Direct PC on the Drive. 
mischairwin@vanpride.bc.ca 


PANCAKES FOR PRIDE 

Pancakes for Pride... an great event in preparation for 
our communities Pride Festival this summer. Pancakes 
breakfast by donation. Join us on the Patio at the 
Fountain Head on Saturday June 2! from |0am - 2pm. 


BURGERS FOR PRIDE 

Not proud enough yet? Saturday June 28th we're at 
Hamburger Mary's on Davie St. ALL DAY. Proceeds from 
sales go to the Vancouver Pride Society. Bring your 
appetite and a friend! 


SWALLOW 

June 8th Swallow...your pride T- Dance at Balthazar June 
8th, 2003. Featuring DJ Eddy Toonflash “Superstar of the 
World” 3:30 - 7:30pm. The Boys of Summer are back! The 
Vancouver Pride Society will be hosting its first 
fundraising T Dance at Balthazar Restaurant / Hideaway, 
1215 Bidwell on Sunday, June 8th. Tickets $7 in advance, 
$10 at the door. Tickets available at Little Sisters 
Bookstore 


WANTED... LOCAL PERFORMERS! 

The Vancouver Pride Society will be holding auditions for 
local performers for the stages at the Sunset Beach 
Festival and the Davie Street Fair on Aug 3rd. Auditions 
are June [0th, 4pm at the Oasis, 1240 Thurlow St., 2nd 
floor, and Wed June | 1th, 8pm at Numbers, 1042 Davie 
St. For more info contact the Vancouver Pride Society 
office at 687-0955 or Carl Austin @ 
carlaustin@vanpride.bc.ca 


Club-ing & Pub-ing 


SEXIEST MAN CONTEST 

The Search for the Sexiest Man Competition. Numbers 
Cabaret, T-Bone Clothing, Outlooks Magazine and 
InteractiveMale are looking for the Sexiest Man! Every 
Wed night someone will be eliminated. 8pm at Numbers 
Cabaret 1042 Davie Street. Vote for who you think is 
Sexy! 


ACTION 

@ THE WORLD, 816 Granville every {st Sunday of the 
month. DJ ROB CTWP Vancouver. Cover is $15 and 
includes coat check. 8pm - 2am. 


PLAY 

Every 2nd Sunday, 3PM... T-Dance @ FLUID Lounge and 
Restaurant, 1066 W. Hastings. Partial Proceeds to the Dr. 
Peter AIDS Foundation. DJ Rob C and guests will 
entertain you! 


SILK & SPICE 

Octane Restaurant will be hosting a gathering of Asian 
men and their friends, SILK & SPICE, in benefit of AS 1A, 
the Asian Society for the Intervention of AIDS,M SM 
program, [Men who have Sex with Men]. Starts June 8, 
and continuing every 2nd Sun of each month. It promises 
a fun time of eat, drink, man, man! Octane Restaurant, 
1188 Davie St. 6-9:30 pm. Cost $5.00 


ELECTRIC AVENUE - Victoria 

Victoria Premier Gay Nightclub. Classy, friendly 
atmosphere, separate pool room (always free) Large 
high-energy dance floor, TV lounge. 1601 Store St. (under 
Swan's Hotel). Open nightly at 7pm. 250-920-0018 
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FOUNTAINHEAD 

Everything tastes better on Davie’s best-heated patio, 
plus the view isn’t bad. Darts, pool and great eats. Off 
sales available. 1025 Davie St. 687-2222, 


OASIS 

Vancouver's premier piano bar boasts great tapas, 
relaxing heated patio. If your martini isn’t on the menu... 
It probably doesn’t exist, 1240 Thurlow St. 685-1724. 


PUMPJACK 

Davie’s Leather & Denim bar, Underwear parties, uniform 
nights, hanky socials and more. The Playground is Open. 
Look for The Border Riders & BC Bears.1167 Davie St. 
685-3417. i 


DUFFERIN 

Mon: Retro Nights. Tickle Me Tu: w/ Kristy Krunt & 
Carlotta Gurl. Wed: Two FabLadies w/ Miss Adrien & 
Carlotta. Thu: Miss Adrien & Friends. Fri: Strippers. 900 
Seymour St. 683-425 | 


NUMBERS 

A cruisey, multilevel dance club, popular with men of all 
ages. Videos, dart boards, video games, pool tables, 
dancing. NUMBERS is the place to be to have your last 
dance of the evening. We have nightly entertainment with 
Drag Queens, Hot Strippers, and Go-go Boys. Look at 
our events page for the most updated information. 


www.numbers.ca. Join us @ 1042 Davie St. 685-4077. 


ODYSSEY 

Mon: Sissy Boy. Tues: Hot House. Wed: Lips Inc. w/Justine 
Tyme, Carlotta & Willie Taylor. Thu: Shower Power. Fri: 
Homo Homers. Sat: Fallen Angel. Sun: Feather Boa. |251 
Howe St (Alley entrance for men only). 689-5256. 


SHINE 
Get NICE @ SHINE every Sunday, 364 Water St. Get fun, 
fun. Funky with Dickey Doo and Leanne Housin. 


Community 


OUT ON SCREEN 

The {5th Annual Vancouver Queer Film + Video Festival 
is gathering steam and promises to be one of the hottest 
events this summer. Add your flame to the fire by 
volunteering now and helping in our office or on our 
committees, or help during the festival at our various 
venues and special events. If you have a few hours to 
spare and want another excuse to be social, call or email 
Hywel Tuscano, Volunteer Coordinator. 604-844-1613 or 
e-mail us @ volunteer@outonscreen.com 


DISCO LUSH 

Shake your groove thang every Sunday night until Pride 
Week! The Vancouver Pride Society will be hosting Disco 
Lush, a retro dance party from 9pm ‘til midnight at 
Numbers, 1042 Davie St. Door is by donation and 100% 
goes directly to the Vancouver Pride Society. Partial 
proceeds from each drink to be generously donated by 
Numbers. Recapture the memories of Prides past and 
maybe create a few new ones.., 


PCAN 

An attitude-free we have monthly house and naked dance 
parties at a local bar. Other events have included trips to 
a gay B&B, a gay campsite. We are always willing to 
consider new things that we can do while naked. Next 
Naked Heaven Dances are Sun. June 29 and July 20 from 
7pm - midnight. Club 23 West, 23 West Cordova in 
Gastown, For more info visit our website. 


Www.p-Can.org 


GAA’VAH 

Shalom and welcome to the Jewish gay and lesbian group 
of BC.We are a social group that focuses on recreational, 
social and spiritual activities. Come and join our 
comfortable environment call (604) 818-0446 or via e- 
mail at: gaavahbc@ho il.c 


FRASER FLYERS 
The local Gay Pilots of Vancouver (Fraser Flyers) meet on 
the first Saturday of every month. For info call 604-633- 


2469 or visit us @ www.Fraserflyers.com 


NOT SO STRICTLY BALLROOM 

Learn to dance with - Vancouver's same sex dance 
organization. Learn the Mambo and Quickstep Thurs 
evenings in the West End or the Waltz and Foxtrot 
Saturday mornings in East Vancouver starting. Classes are 
| 1/2 hours for five weeks, 684-9872 ext 2145 or email 


notsostrictly@hotmail.com 


FETISH NIGHT 
Body Perve Social Club @ The LOTUS Downstairs 455 


Abbott St. www.bodyperve.com 
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VARIASIAN 

Social Peer Group for Asian MSM (Men who have Sex 
with other Men). This group for gay, bisexual, or 
questioning Asian men who have sex with men, meets 
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month, Check out our 
website: iti i 

VariAsian is sponsored by the Asian Society for the 
Intervention of AIDS 


Health 


CHASING ADONIS 

A three week Discussion Group on body image for 
gay/bi/queer men. Topics include Defining Body Image, 
Exploring Body Image through Art Expression and 
Strategies for enhancing Self-Image. It’s FREE and Starts 
Wed. June 18, 7-9 pm at The Centre. Please Call early to 
Register. 604-684-5307. 


PRIDE HEALTH SERVICES 

A Drop in clinic serving the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Community Services include: Alcohol and 
Drug Counsellor, Community Counselor and a 
Transgender Group, We are at AIDS Vancouver, Thurs 3 - 
6pm, 1292 Hornby St. 


Spirit 

DIGNITY VANCOUVER 

Most of our members are from the Roman Catholic 
tradition but all are welcome. There are three monthly 
meetings held in members’ homes:a business meeting on 
the first Monday; a liturgy on the second Friday and a 
potluck supper on the last Saturday. For more 


information and location details for these events please 
call 604-432-1230. 


RENAISSANCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Weekly Services @ 6PM. 409 E. Broadway, St. Michaels 
Anglican Church, Call 604.254.0082 for more info, Join 
us! 


RAINBOW COMMUNITY CHURCH 

An Evangelical / Interdenominational Church, celebrating 
15 yrs. in the West End. Weekly service on Sundays @ 
6:30pm. 1401 Comox St. Call (604) 681-5863. © 


FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

First United Church Sunday worship service @ 10:30 
a.m., 320 East Hastings. An Affirming Congregation of the 
United Church of Canada. Call 604-681-8365. 


Sports 


FRONT RUNNERS 

Run or walk with FrontRunners Vancouver in their team 
entry in the Canadian Running Series Scotiabank Half 
Marathon/5 km run/Skm walk on June 22. Proceeds from 
your participation support the VGH & UBC Hospital 
Foundation and their Breast Cancer Program. Info on 
joining our team entry, please phone 604-970-1946 or 
439-0049. 


PACIFIC RIM YACHT CLUB 

Anyone interested in the Pacific Rim Yacht Club 
organization can get information on the club by visiting 
our website at http://pryc.underway.ca or by direct 
contact at pryclu otmail.com. 


OUT & ABOUT 

Vancouver’s Outdoor Club for men is offering great 
outdoor events that include hikes, cycle trips, games 
nights, skiing and more. Call Walter @ 687-6848 to join 
and get off the couch! 


LIONS GATE WRESTLING CLUB 

A club for men and women interested in learning the art 
of wrestling. Sundays, Ipm @ Britannia Community 
Centre. 1661 Napier @ Commercial. Join in or just come 
and watch, Call Coach 253-6337, 


Women 


VANCOUVER WOMEN IN LEATHER 

A non-profit Organization, we are dedicated to claiming 
space for ALL WOMEN who are into leather, fetish and 
or a BDSM lifestyle. VWL is designed to provide a forum 
where women of a like mind can share play space, serve 
the community, teach, integrate and socialize. For more 


information visit us at www.vwleather.com or call 
604-779-6434. 


KITTYMILK 
Vancouver's only weekly Women & Friends club/bar. Free 
admission until 9:30 pm then $5 at the door (excluding 


special events). Find us at milk bar 455 Abbott (at 
Pender). For more info call 604-808-9569 or look us up 


on superdyke.com. This is a saint) venture. 


NAUGHTY! 

The party for chyx who dig chyx! The first Saturday of 
each month! just $6! Resident dj mixing the urban beats 
all nite long! Next Saturday party Sat. June 7. Club 23 
West - 23 West Cordova. Pool table, heated patio, multi 
levels. 


SUGARWALLS! 

A nite for gals 30+ & pals. Only the third Saturday of each 
month. Resident dj creates a sweet party vibe with tunes 
old n’ new, n’ a bit o' house. Next event is Sat june 21. 
Club 23 West - 23 West Cordova. $6, huge heated patio, 
drink specials, surprises, an urban turtle production. 


Youth 


GAB YOUTH SERVICES 

Gab Youth Services is not only a great place to find 
support for queer youth under 25, but also a fabulous 
social place where you can meet new people and develop 
amazing friendships. Advocacy, resources and whatever 
else you might need can be provided. We are also 
looking for adult volunteers to be mentors to some of 
our youth. We do anti-homophobia workshops for any 
group. For more info call 604-684-490! or email @ 
gabyouth@Igbtcentrevancouver.com 


YOUTHCO 

YouthCO AIDS Society Support Program for HIV+ or 
HCV+ youth ages 15-29. Support, advocacy, activities, 
information and retreats. Call for support or to off some 
volunteer time @ 808-7209 to an important resource to 
our community. 


YOUTHQUEST 

Youthquest! Lesbian and Gay Youth Society of BC is 
looking for committed volunteers té’work with queer 
youth under 2{ in the Lower Mainland / Fraser Valley. 
‘Training sessions provided throughout the year. Lesbian 
and Gay Youth Society of BC provides safe, supportive, 
social space for suburban / rural queer youth in 12 
locations across BC. Youthquest offers outreach & 
advocacy support, resources and opportunities to 
volunteer. Call {-866-NOTALONE or visit 


www.youthquest.be.ca 


To have your group or 
event included in next 
month’s listings simply call 


or 


e-mail Bill and we'll be 


pleased to fit you in: 


bil tlooks.ca 
or 604-974-0383 
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It takes a village... 


By Steven Schelling 


“You gotta fight...for your right...to party!” The Beastie Boys said it and | never really got 
it. Why fight when you grow up in NewYork and Montréal? You just walk out the front door 
and go. Imagine my surprise when | first arrived in Vancouver on a Sunday and was told that 
bars closed at midnight. | wouldn’t even leave my apartment before midnight back east. | 
was sure that | had made a terrible mistake in moving to Vancouver. 


That was a little less than five years ago. At that same time, a fledging Davie Village Business 
Improvement Association was coming together to represent the interests of business 
owners on that street. In the intervening years, they have endeavoured to keep the street 
clean, curb the problem of panhandlers and envision a future for the Davie Village as a safe 
and vibrant gay tourism destination. That old Beastie Boys song may be trite, but when it 
comes to the future of the Davie Village, it is also terribly true. The Davie BIA has found itself 
under siege on two fronts of late: from an antiquated and somewhat misleading West End 
development plan and from the possible conversion of the Parkhill from a hotel to a residen- 
tial tower. 


About sixteen years ago, City Hall commissioned a report to study possible development 
strategies for the West End. Not surprisingly,no mention of the gay community or its partic- 
ular needs was mentioned. What is surprising is that no effort has been made to revisit the 
biased report and make necessary amendments to reflect the wishes of the West End’s 
largest demographic. 


“Any decisions about development in the DavieVillage are based on the recommendations 
in that plan,” says BIA President Randy Atkinson. “And, according to that plan, the GLBT 
community does not exist!” 


Atkinson and the other members of the BIA are fighting what they call the 
“Robsonification” of the Davie Village. “We don’t want an open-air strip mall here with big 
multinational companies selling the same things they do everywhere else,” Atkinson stresses. 
“We want a vibrant twenty-four-hour gay tourism destination with restaurants, clubs, stores 
and hotels. We want the merchants of the Davie Village and the city of Vancouver to get a 
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Robson Street - Oakridge - Metropolis - Richmond - boysco. 


greater share of the gay tourist dollar that is out there.” 


That plan could face some stiff opposition if the city continues to rely on the outdated 
growth strategies outlined in its 1987 West End development plan. 


The Davie Village BIA is also fighting a battle within its own territory. The Parkhill Hotel, 
that monolith of the Davie Village, was recently sold to a local hotel and development 
interest. For a month or more, City Councillor Tim Stevenson had heard rumours that the 
new owners of the Parkhill were intending to convert the building to residential units, some 
182 in all. After a little digging, he found that the new owners had indeed been granted 
permits to make some changes within the building but that City Hall had received no appli- 
cations for zoning changes to the building. 


“In order for the units to become residential, the building’s zoning would have to be 
changed,” Stevenson says. Then one day a “glossy prospectus” found its way to Stevenson. 
“It was clearly a rental prospectus filled with pictures and the names of area businesses.” 
What shocked him almost as much as the developers’ blatant disregard for municipal zoning 
regulations was that not a single gay-owned or local business was mentioned. According to 
Stevenson, it seemed as if the unique character of the area was being purposefully played- 
down. 


Randy Atkinson says that the developers just want to fill their building by getting “signa- 
tures on leases”. He is concerned that, if rental tenants are brought into the area with no 
knowledge of the Village’s nightlife, they will begin to phone in noise complaints. And noise 
complaints, according to Atkinson, are taken very seriously by the City. “We could eventu- 
ally have a Davie Village that shuts down at 10 p.m.—and all because of one building!” The 
BIA would like the Parkhill to remain an hotel and,as such, the centrepiece of their gay tourist 
destination plans. 


The changes at the Parkhill Hotel have also hit the Davie Village BIA personally. Their 
former treasurer was employed at the hotel and now works outside the Village, leaving his 
position vacant. The BIA is now scrambling to find someone willing to assume the that role. 


For the moment, the Parkhill Hotel situation seems to have reached a stalemate. The City, 
at Councillor Stevenson’s request, sent inspectors to the site to determine whether the 
renovations were within the scope of the permits obtained. City inspectors placed a ‘stop 
work’ order on the site as the work being done went far beyond the levels specified in those 
permits. At the present time, there has been no application made for a zoning change to the 
property. The new owners of the Parkhill were contacted for a statement but as of press 
time they had not responded. W 
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Fine Activist 
Dishing out love 


By Mike Stefureak 


Food has always been more than just a refuelling break. Throughout time, sharing 
food has been seen as a communal experience, a time to connect with friends and 
family. It’s a part of our social fabric. A Loving Spoonful understands this. They have 
been providing meals to HIV sufferers for over twenty years. 


“People understand that good food is such an essential part of health—and 
emotional stability, as well,” says Lukas Maitland, Program Coordinator of A Loving 
Spoonful. “It’s not just having your stomach full, it’s having someone visit you once 
a week and knowing someone cares about you in almost a familial sort of way.” 


Many have seen A Loving Spoonful represented in the annual Pride Parade or 
might even know someone who has their meals delivered by this non-profit organi- 
zation. But, like most charities, we probably don’t think about them until we require 
their services. The organization started in 1989 when a group of people saw the 
need to provide nutritional meals to HIV sufferers at McLaren House, Vancouver’s 
first HIV hospice. They started out on a small scale, serving a monthly meal called 
Easter’s Sundays to residents of the house. It wasn’t long before the woman who 
organized the meals, Easter Armas-Mikulik, saw that there was a greater need for 
what they were doing. As a result, A Loving Spoonful was created. 


The organization runs four different programs for the HIV-positive community. 
One of them is a daily meal service for positive members of Vancouver's Eastside. 
Because of the poverty, malnutrition and transient nature of the area, A Loving 
Spoonful saw a void to be filled and established a commissary-style food service to 
try and alleviate some of the suffering. Still, the program most of us associate with 
the organization is the one where they bring healthy, frozen food right to people’s 
apartments. 


“Services like the home delivery service are the ones people are most familiar 
with. We serve about 110 people on that program right now,” Maitland says with 
the tone of a confident organizer. The program, she explains, is for when people 
leave the hospital and aren’t able—or can’t afford—to go out and shop for 
themselves. It’s designed to get them back on their feet again until they can become 
self-sufficient. 


“It’s to help them through a difficult period,” she continues. “So if they’re getting 
opportunistic infections and they're feeling really ill we'll serve them for six months 
and, ideally, they'll get back on their feet.” 


However, HIV remains a terminal illness, so A Loving Spoonful offers a palliative 
program where they will serve clients in the last years of their lives with dignity and 
compassion. 


So how do they do it? The four different programs they run supply meals to 
anywhere from 230 to 245 people. The meals for the frozen food program comes 
from Capers, the chic West End market, which packages, freezes and delivers every- 
thing to the organization. The money they need to operate comes mostly from 
fundraisers and donations—the government only chips in a paltry eighteen percent 
of their budget. Three full-time staff members and a part-time dietician perform the 
work at A Loving Spoonful along with a dedicated army of volunteers. 


“We have between 160 to 200 active volunteers that help us do everything from 
pack the fridge to helping at special events and fundraisers. 
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couldn’t do what we do so they’re completely essential to what we do,” Maitland 
says, enthusiastically. “We're really well supported by the community. We have a 
long history of doing a lot of good work. 


The latest fundraiser is a fun one for them; it’s called Fit for Food and will be held 
at the Roundhouse Community Centre in Yaletown on Sunday, June 8th. For a $25 
entry fee, willing victims can sweat it out in a two-hour fitness class featuring guest 
instructor Geoff Bagshaw from Denman Fitness. Along with the official t-shirt from 
the event, participants have the chance to win a weekend trip for two at Whistler. 
Those interested are encouraged to contact A Loving Spoonful through their 
website (www.alovingspoonful.org) or by calling (604) 682-6325. W 
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Windows of opportunity 


By Josh Murray 


Didn't get around to your spring cleaning yet this year? Want a fresh, clean perspec- 
tive on the world outside? Andrew Lees has your solution. Spiffy Clean, Lees’ Vancouver- 
based small business, can leave your storefront or residential windows gleaming. Serving 
the entire Greater Vancouver area from 
Mission to Vancouver, Horseshoe Bay to 
White Rock, Spiffy Clean has an impressive 
record of customer satisfaction—even with 
_ its high-end clients. 


Outlooks: Why the name Spiffy—does it 
have any particular significance? 


Lees: It’s been my nickname since child- 
hood. There was a cartoon take-off on The 
Odd Couple starring a cat and mouse who 
lived together named Spiffy and Fleabag. | 
was Spiffy and my scruffier best friend was 
Fleabag. 


Outlooks: Where can we see some of 
your handiwork around town? 


Lees : Chanel, Fendi, Valentino and Luxe. 
Since the Autumn of 2001, | have steadily 
grown the business with commercial 
contracts like The Fox and Firken and the English Bay Boathouse restaurant. 


Andrew Lees, of Spiffy Clean 


Outlooks : Those are fairly high-end clients; in those situations—or any others, for that 
matter—how thorough do you have to be when youre cleaning? 


Lees : The windows are streak-free down to the corners. | go through bags of cloths 
to make sure | wipe up all water on surrounding sills and ledges. When | do inside work, 
lam meticulous, using drop cloths so no water runs down walls or onto floors. Having 
learned the business by serving high-end customers, my attention to detail is second to 
none. 


Outlooks : That's a lot of work to handle on your own. Are there perks to running 
your own show? 


Lees : It’s great making your own schedule—taking into account the clients’ needs, of 
course. There's a stronger sense of pride and desire to demonstrate your work ethic 
every day—this ain’t Sears, it’s all you. And, of course, physical work keeps me in great 
shape; that, and roller hockey at Sunset Beach after work. 


Outlooks : But it can’t be all smiles. What are some of the challenges? 
Lees :Working outside in bad weather and paying all your taxes at the end of the year! 


Outlooks : And I'd imagine the heights, right? Do you do high-rise work dangling from 
the sides of buildings? 


Lees : No,|’m very skilled with my extending pole. | can reach most places with agility 
and dexterity from a balcony, open window or ladder. 

Outlooks : What separates you from other window cleaners out there? 

Lees : Attention to detail. In fact, in eight years of washing windows, | have never had 
a customer change contractors or complain about my work. 

Outlooks : Do you just clean windows or do you do other cleaning services? 

Lees : | also do small pressure-washing jobs, clearing gutters of debris for residential 
and storefront, sweeping and display case cleaning [for retail]. 

Outlooks : What are your plans for Spiffy Clean in the future? 

Lees : | hope to expand in volume. | want to do more of what | do well and eventu- 


ally have enough work for a full-time crew. | hope to hear from other businesses and 
homeowners—no job is too small to look at or too large! 


As the summer sun (hopefully) approaches, Spiffy Clean is a terrific method of ensuring 
the views out of your windows are crystal clear—for residential or commercial 
customers. If you want to put Andrew and Spiffy Clean up to your particular challenge, 
you may contact him via e-mail at ispificus@hotmail.com or by phone at (604) 763-1044. 
Vv 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


By David Crosson 


With another birthday on the horizon, in reflection | can 
honestly report that | have spent the better part of the past 
twelve months “owning” thirty-five. Those with a fair few 
years on me might look back at this age wistfully; those 
much younger might read the above with horror. Either 
way, the exterior perception doesn’t matter; being 
content—or not—with one’s age is a very personal thing. 
What is not so personal is the way we “process” the ages of 
others and, young or old, we can often forget to be as chari- 
table with those around us as we are with ourselves. So far 
've found the only real downside of getting older is that, 
with each passing year, | have become increasingly aware of 
what appears to be not a generation gap, but a chasm. 


Now, | have never been one to endorse that “respect 
four elders” nonsense—you respect someone quite simply because you respect them, or 
it a very least because they are another member of your species. And, be ye “twink” or 
‘troll”, respect only works the way it should when it’s a two-way street. 


It used to be that few patrons under the age of twenty-five were seen ina gay bar. Back 
n the day, accepting your sexuality—let alone coming out—was such a difficult process 
hat it took many people a much longer period of time to do so. But do so they did, and 
hey learned a lot about resilience in the process. | think that the experience of facing 
most overwhelming adversity in the early days of the gay rights movement was one of 
he things that helped us make it through the peak of the AIDS crisis. Small comfort, | 
<now, but a comfort nonetheless. 


These days, people are coming out as early as age fifteen, if not younger. Granted, the 
vorid is a very different place than it was even ten years ago, but coming out can still be 
| very trying experience, particularly when you factor in all the other turmoil—raging 
1ormones, broken hearts, peer pressure, acne, et al—involved with growing up. Bottom 
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line, give or take a few measures of joy or grief, this rite of passage is one that we all share 
on some level or other. 


My point is, as members of a cultural minority, the depth of our shared experience is 
not so much a matter of “when” as “how”. That some of us are at different points on the 
journey seems inconsequential—especially since position is rarely as significant as percep- 
tion when it comes to life’s lessons learned. | know some people in their early twenties 
who are wise far beyond their years, and others in their fifties (or older) who have not 
been able to benefit emotionally, spiritually or intellectually from their years of experi- 
ence. Whether it's the spark of youth or the wisdom of age (or vice-versa, in the afore- 
mentioned cases) we all have something to bring to the table. However, none of us 
benefits if there is no common ground on which to meet. If we merely dismiss each other 
as trolls, twinks and the many other things that lie between, we all stand to lose out in 
the long run. 


Pride is a time this year when, like it or not, diverse members of our community are 
thrown together in the name of unity. This diversity, above and beyond all the obvious 
players, encompasses people of varying ages, too—and the blend can sometimes produce 
less than desirable results. And, really, at a time of celebration, why suffer through if things 
can change for the better? 


| suggest, then, that this year we all make a concerted effort to not only address the 
generation gap, but to work on closing it as well. The best way to do this is to open up 
the lines of communication—and that might mean taking a few risks such as making the 
first move. For Pride 2003, | ask that each of you try to get to know someone with at 
least a fifteen-year age difference to you. If it’s just a quick “Hello” or “Happy Pride”, that’s 
fine—this doesn’t have to be an earth-shattering event. If it’s more than that, then you're 
definitely on the right track. Either way, it’s a start. 


While it may not be entirely fair, I’m counting on the older members of the commu- 
nity to show the incentive here. Remember when things weren't so hot for you? When 
the mainstay of your diet was dried pasta (Ichiban noodles, Kraft Dinner, etc.) and your 
decor consisted of polyurethane patio furniture and a camping foamie? Well, even if it 
didn’t, please realize that there are very few nineteen-year-olds sitting around reading this 

in Barcelona chairs with a slab of foie gras at 
(e) y T L GQ 4 S their elbow. Get the picture? So why not 
extend an offer for the odd perk or two. 
ESTABLISHED 1997 Take ‘em out for dinner every now and then; 
teach ‘em stuff that your years thus far have 
taught you. Be nice, be cool, be informative, 
be strong. Be compassionate and just- 
cynical-enough when they get dumped and 
want to die. Demonstrate that the dark side 
of twenty-five—or whichever _ figure 
applies—is not the end of the world. And for 
God's sake do not cross the line: you don’t 
sleep with friends who are your age, so don’t 
use this as an excuse to diddle the young ‘uns. 
('m not factoring in May-December 
romances here—carry on as you were...) 
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To the younger members of the commu- 
nity | offer a gentle reminder: there is only so 
much alpha-hydroxy acids and scalpels can do 
over time, so try to keep in mind that the 
person making that friendly overture has the 
same shelf-life as you. So accept that dinner 
invitation or go for that walk—bring 
something interesting to the conversation 
because you're in an enviable position to do 
so. Be loud, be shocking, be young, be fun. Be 
compassionate and just-optimistic-enough 
when they get dumped and want to die. Be 
open to seeing the possibilities that lie ahead 
for you. Above all else, please realize that 
you, too, will some day get older. And, no, it 
ain't pretty—but it can be fun, particularly 
when you have the right people around you. 
Of all ages. 
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July 27 

Picnic in the park. This kick off to the 
Pride Week Celebration is a fun-filled day of 


wacky games and races for the whole family 
and pets! 


August | 


Rapture Black, featuring Dj Bill Bennett 
(Detroit/NYC), will take place from 9 p.m. 
until 2 a.m. at the Dark Cave Cabaret (750 
Pacific Boulevard). This Leather, Military, 
Uniform event (dress code not enforced) is 
presented by Labatt and TBB Productions 
and sponsored in part by Outlooks. Co- 
hosts include: Stephen Weber (Mr. 
International Leather 2002); Gordon 
Alexander (Mr. B.C. Leather 2002); and 
Barney Hickey (Mr. Vancouver Leather 
2003). Advance tickets are available at a 
cost of $30. 


Following Rapture Black, join us for 
Rapture after Dark, presented by Loose 
Moose Restaurant and TBB Productions 
and sponsored in part by Outlooks. This 
event runs from | a.m. through ‘til 6 a.m. at 
The World (816 Granville Street) and will 
feature Dj Blaine Soiléau (Wash. 
DC/Winter Party Miami/Cherry 8). 
Advance tickets are available at a cost of 


$22. 


August 2 


The Vancouver Pride Society Ball 
featuring DJ Lydia Prim (NYC/DC/Atlanta) 
runs from 9 p.m. until a.m.at the Dark Cave 
Cabaret (750 Pacific Boulevard). This event 
is presented by Labatt and TBB Productions 
and sponsored in part by Outlooks. Advance 
tickets are $40. 


Following the Pride Ball, join Interactive | 


we Se 
Male and TBB Productions and Outlooks for 


Rapture ‘03 at the Grizzlies Centre (770 
Pacific Boulevard) from | a.m. until 7 a.m. 
This mega-party features DJ/Producer 
Stephan Grondin (X-Union, Montreal), 
lights by Roger Gosselin and a laser show 
by Laseronics. Advance tickets for Rapture 
‘03 are available at a cost of $60. 


August 3 


Pride Parade, Festival and Street Fair. Join 
the more than 140,000 people who 
attended last year to see Vancouver's only 
parade and Western Canada's largest GLBT 
event! 


Rapture Recovery, presented by Body 
Body Wear and TBB Productions, and 
sponsored in part by Outlooks, winds Pride 
weekend down from I! p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Dance to the sounds of Masterbeat D] 
Brett Henrichsen (Los Angeles) at the 
Grizzlies Centre (770 Pacific Boulevard). 
Tickets for this event are available at a cost 
of $55. 


August 4 


Pride “Recovery” Cruise. Set sail on the 
HMS Brittania as CruiseyT hosts the 
Recovery Cruise for the Vancouver Pride 
Society. 
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Kootenays 


The 7th Annual Kootenay Gay Pride 
Celebrations will take place in Nelson, B.C. 
from Thursday, August 28, through Sunday, 
August 31. 


Details on times and locations of the 
festivities were not confirmed as of press 
date; however, updated information will be 
available as the event draws nearer. If you 
would like to know more what's planned, 
please log on to their website at: 
www.queerkootenays.com_or e-mail 
them at kootenaypride@yahoo.ca or call 
(250) 354 0544. Events slated for this year’s 
celebration include: The Fabulous Dyke 
Potluck Party; Hooplala, the “variety show 
with brass”; a Community Pancake 
Breakfast; the Pride Parade and Rally; the 
Big Dance; and Kite Flying in the Park. 


Nanaimo 
June 24 


Good things come in threes! The week 
kicks off at Blackbeards (70 Church St.- 
backside of The Dorchester Hotel) with 
“Funky Town Tuesday”, featuring a male go- 
go dancer with shows at || p.m., midnight 
and | a.m. Best of all, there’s no cover! 


June 25 
Shout out—or, rather sing—your Pride 


at Blackbeards with host Bill Bard at 
Karaoke Wednesday 


June 26 


Join Willow at Blackbeards for “Hooked 
On Poi”, a night of free rainbow poi 
spinning lessons from 9 p.m. until I p.m. 


June 27 


Hey—Cosmo Kramer can’t be the only 
one! Be sure to get out and support 
Blackbeards’ very first “Mr. Assman 
Competition”, where competitors can 
enter to win a $100 cash prize and have 
their name put on the official Assman 
trophy! 


June 28 


Pride Day in Nanaimo kicks off with the 
Market Place & Baking Contest Picnic from 
| 1 a.m. through 3:30 p.m. This all-day event 
features: free hotdogs and pop; a car, bike 
and truck show ‘n’ shine; games; music; 
swimming; and more at Bowen Park by the 
pool. The fun continues with Nanaimo’s big 
Pride Dance at Bowen Park Complex with 
the sensational live band, Wunderbread. The 
band starts at 9:30 p.m. and the party 
continues until the bar closes | a.m. “Early 
bird” tickets are available at a cost of $12, 
with advance sales at $15. Tickets are also 
available at the door for $18. 


The Vancouver Pride Society invites you to 


DINE WITH 


Oth Annual 


Gala Dinner and Silent Auction 


Sunday, June 15", 2003 
With host Randy Newburg 


And special guest 


Bryant Olender on piano 


The Coast Plaza Hotel & Suites, 1763 Comox Street 


Cocktails at 6 pm, 


Four-course dinner at 7:30 
mischalrwin@vanpride.be.ca 


Feerrtbttel a fd Email: 


Tickets available at Little Sisters 


Tickets $75. $60 with your VPS membership 
Bookstore, Gay Mart, 


The Fountainhead Pub, and Tech Direct (Commercial Drive) 


Sponsored by: KolorKlub.com, Jackson-Triggs, Masterplan 


PRIDE 


www.vanpride.bc.ca 


The Coast Plaza 
Hotel & Suites 


(caine Comectins 604-257-5555 


~ >. Ps 


inters 
June 28 


Blackbeards features the spectacular 
“Dragarama”, with very special hostess 
Miss Conni Smudge and company. Want to 
do a special drag number on stage in 
celebration of Pride Night? Then be sure 
to see Conni at Blackbeards before 8 p.m. 
that evening. A dance will also follow the 
show. 


June 29 


The Pride Drag Ball Game is always a 
blast and this time out will be no exception. 
This very special sporting event takes place 
from noon ‘til 4 p.m. at Bowen Park. After 
the game, get out and shake it at 
Blackbeards’ Tea Dance—come enjoy 
delicious meat lasagna and Caesar salad 
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. for one low price. 
A dance party will follow with special 
Surprise entertainment. Remember, at 
Blackbeards there’s no cover charge ever! 
For more information on Blackbeards’ 
events, call (250) 716-0505 or visit: 
www.blackbeards.ca . 


Okanagan 
Events Guide 
for Lesbian 

& Gay Pride 
dune 14-22,'03 


Includes Resource Directory 


Okanagan Region 
June 6 


Homopogo-a-gogo, Presented by ORC, is 


“Ea. * 


a chance to prep yourself for this year’s 
celebration and purchase tickets to Pride 
events. Primadonna Restaurant in the Accent 
Inn (1140 Harvey Avenue, Kelowna) is the 
host venue for this event, which takes place 
after 10:30 p.m. Admission is $5 at the door, 
with proceeds going in support of Pride 
Week. 


June 7 


The second night of Homopogo-a-gogo 
offers another opportunity to purchase 
tickets to Pride events, as well as offering a 
Dance and Silent Auction for the Vernon 
Softball Team. This event runs from 8 p.m. til 
late at Vernon Paddlewheel Park (Okanagan 
Rd.) Tickets for the evening are $5 to $8. 
This evening is presented by NOGLO. 


Get out and celebrate in grand style with 
Our Big Fat Greek Blast-off, an all-day Pride 
Picnic Party from 3 p.m. through midnight in 
Brackenwood Gardens (10886 Bottom 


yf VVood Lake Rd., Winfield). This event offers 
| family fun in the afternoon, with the adult fun 
, running ‘til late. The cost to attend is $5.00 


and food and adult beverages will be available 
after 4 p.m. 


June 15 


We're ready to roll ‘em at theVernon Art 
Gallery (3228 31st Ave, Vernon) host venue 
for the Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, 
presented by NOGLO. This evening of fab 
flicks runs from 2 to 10 p.m., with screenings 
at 2,4, 6 and 8 p.m. Admission is $4 per film 
and food and wine will be available to atten- 
dees. 


June 17 


Ellen Churchill hosts Turn on, tune Out, 
drop in Talent Night, an entertaining evening 
of local talents at the Laurel Packinghouse 
(1304 Ellis St. Kelowna). The admission 
charge of $15 includes appetizers, and wine 
will be available for purchase. For further 
information contact Ellen at (250) 712-1620. 


June 18 


All experience levels are welcome at the 
GoGo Golf Tournament, a friendly “best ball” 
competition at Michaelbrook Ranch (End of 
Lexington, off Gordon). Tickets prices are as 
follow: dinner and golf $40; dinner and 
putting $25; Dinner only $15. All interested 
players must register and pay prior to June 6. 
For more information or to register, call 
(250) 860-9976. 


June 19 


Sarson’s Beach Activity Centre, located at 
the foot of Sarson’s Road in Kelowna , is the 
site of the Peace, Love, Togetherness Potluck. 
Everyone is welcome to enjoy an evening of 
shared food and good company, all for only 
$5 per person. Don't forget to wear your 
funkiest “60s attire for this grooviest of 
gatherings! For more information, contact 
Wayne at (250) 860-4300. 


June 20 


The Fintry is making a comeback and so, 
too, will we with the Fintry Queen 
Dinner/Party Cruise! “It’s Our Fintry and 
We'll Cruise if We want To” is a wildly 
popular event—so don’t miss out! The $40 
ticket includes burger dinner and the ship 
sets sail at 7 p.m. sharp. For tickets, call Brian 
at (250) 860-3332 or contact him by e-mail 
at: brianmcis@shaw.ca. 


June 21 


Don’t miss the social event of the 
season—Psychadelic Swirl—at the Kelowna 
Performance Centre (1379 Ellis Street). This 
high-energy Pride Dance will feature sound 
and lights by Northwest Productions. Tickets 
for the event are $20 general admission, or 
$15 for ORC members. 


June 22 


Be sure to join the fun as area teams bat it 
out for the coveted Slo-Pitch Pride Trophy! 
The Beach Blanket Ball Tourney will be held 
at Robertson Park, off Highland Dr. N., so 
bring a picnic and wind down Pride Week 
with an afternoon of softball in the park. The 
cost to play is $7. For more information, call 
Terry at (250) 765-4566. 


OUTLOQKS 


Victoria 
June 23 through July 6 
Martin Batchelor Gallery (712 Cormorant 


Street) will be showing the Queer 
Experience Art Show. 

June 24 

Take a tour of Victoria’s historic 


Chinatown with guide Les Chan, starting at 
noon. 


July | 

Heywood Park in Beacon Hill is the site of 
the big Marcus Tipton Memorial Drag 
Ballgame & Picnic from noon ‘til 3 p.m. Those 
interested in participating in the game must 
arriv arrive at || a.m. 


July 2-5 

Cinecenta at the University of Victoria is 
proud to present Pride Film Festival Week, 
which will include The Night Larry Kramer 
Kissed Me, Aimee & Jaguar and the hilarious 
Margaret Cho stand-up film I’m the One That 
| Want. 


Stacey hosts Pride Karaoke at BJ’s Lounge, 
starting at 10 p.m. 


July 3 
BJ's Lounge is the venue for The Big Wigs 
Pride Dance Show, commencing at || p.m. 


July 4 

Get out and support gay literature with 
Pride in the Word, a book reading at Open 
Space starting at 7:30 p.m. 


Irma hosts Pride Bingo at BJ’s Lounge, 
starting at || p.m. 


July 5 

Take a walk—or dance—down memory 
lane with the ‘80s Dance Party hosted by BJ's 
Lounge. The action gets started around || 
p.m. 

July 6 

Burt Archer, author of The End of Gay, is 
the featured speaker at Queerly Incorrect 


#3, being held at the Silver Threads Centre (4 
Centennial Square) starting at 7:30 p.m. 

July 7 

Urge Tattoo Studio is holding a Pride 
Charity Tattoo-a-thon, during business hours, 
with proceeds going in support of the Pride 
Society. 

The Women’s Creative Network presents 
its Pride Dance at the Ukranian Cultural 
Centre starting at 8 p.m. 


July 8 

Victoria's Pride Parade kicks into high gear 
starting at noon, followed by the Pride 
Festival at Fisherman's Wharf from Ito 4 p.m. 


Hush is the venue for the Drag-o-rama 
Pride Show, starting at || p.m. 
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Medicine Hat 


June 21 


Homo, homo on the range, where the 
queer and the fabulous play! All citizens of 
and visitors to Medicine Hat are invited to 
show their pride at the 3rd annual PRIDE 
Medicine Hat Potluck BBQ. This event 
starts at 6 p.m. at Harper’s Acreage on 
Parramatta Estates. For more information 
on how you can participate, please contact 
the folks at PRIDE Medicine Hat at: 
pridemh@hotmail.com or visit them at: 


www.pridemh.homestead.com/welco 
me.html 


Calgary 


June 5 


CSIF presents the 5th annual edition of 
Alberta’s only gay and lesbian film festival, 
Fairy Tales, at the Globe Cinema. Tickets 
available through TicketMaster or by calling 
(403) 205-4747. 


June 6 


The 5th Annual Fairy Tales continues at 
the Globe Cinema. 


Money-Pennies’ (1742 10 Ave. SVV) is 
hosting a night of Pride Karaoke. 


June 7 


The Verge (#4-2500 4th St SW) presents 
a Pride Kickoff Drag Show. 


The 5th Annual Fairy Tales continues at 
the Globe with a Saturday matinee and the 
“Shake It All About” wrap up party. 


The Rosza Centre at the University of 
Calgary is the venue for The Calgary Men’s 
Chorus and The Calgary Women’s Chorus 
joint concert, commencing at 8 p.m. For 
further information, send an e-mail to: 
president@calgarywomenschorus.org. 


Money-Pennies’ (1742 10 Ave. SW) is 
proud to present Amy Bishop in concert 
from 9 p.m. to 12 a.m. 


Camp 181 2003 presents its Kickoff to 
Pride Week Dance, from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. at 
the Victoria Park Community Association 
(1302 6th St. SE). Admission for members 
is $8; non-members $15. Wear your 
colours to win prizes! 


Join Apollo for a Pride Hike to Prairie 
View Mountain. Rendezvous and car 
pooling is at 8:15 a.m.in the SW corner of 
the 8th St. Safeway Parking lot. The group 
departs at 8:30 a.m. and will return to 
Calgary at 4 p.m. For more information, 
please send an e-mail to: 
outdoor.pursuits@apollocalgary.com. 


June 8 


The Texas Lounge (308A 17th Ave. SW) 
presents a Pride Pancake Breakfast from 9 
a.m. to || a.m. 


Calgary’s Pride Parade kicks off at noon 
on the corner of 2nd St. and | 7th Ave. SE, 
rain or shine! 


MetroBoyztown/Rekroom (213 10 Ave. 
SW) presents Karaoke at 6p.m., followed 
by a Boyztown/Rekroom Rodeo Team 
fundraiser with a Silent Auction and shows 
at 10:30 p.m. and 12:30 a.m. 


The Verge (#4-2500 4th St SW) 
celebrates Pride Sunday with Happy Hour 
all night. Open Mic starts at 7 p.m. and 
singers and poets are invited to come out 
and strut their stuff. 


Money-Pennies’ (1742 10 Ave. SW) 
welcomes one and all to a special Post- 
parade Patio Party with special beer and 
high-ball pricing from 4 to 6 p.m. 


The Backlot is hosting an After Parade 
Party with Special Pride Shooters starting 
at 2 p.m. 


The Calgary Eagle (424A 8th Ave. SW) 
presents After Parade Party; the patio will 
be open and the event will feature a draw 
for a leather jacket and a beer special. 


Integrity will hold its annual 
Interdemoninational Pride Service at St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church (1121 14th Ave. 
SW) starting at 7p.m. 


June I1 


MetroBoyztown/Rekroom presents 
Karaoke 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., with Amateur 
Strip at 12:30 a.m. 


The Verge (#4-2500 4th St SW) presents 
live performances by Jenny Allen and Lin 
Elder. 


Money-Pennies’ (1742 10 Ave. SW) is 
holding a Pride Wing Night. 


June 12 


girlsGO.ca presents Michele Balan with 
Rochelle Dal Collo at the Comedy Cave, 
with special guest Devon Mills. Tickets are 
$12.50 and available at A Woman's Place 
Bookstore (1412 Centre St. SE) or 
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Rainbow Pride Resource Centre (1230A 


17th Ave. SW). For more information log — 


on to: www.girlsgo.ca. 
MetroBoyztow/Rekroom holds its Hot 


Butt contest, with a cash prize, starting at 
12:30 a.m. 


June 13 


Apollo’s “Q’s on First?” Pride Slow Pitch 
Softball game starts at 7 p.m. at the 
Hillhurst Sunnyside Community Centre 
(1320 5th Ave. NW). For more information 
on this event, log on to www.apollocal- 
gary.com 

MetroBoyztown/Rekroom presents a 
stripper at 7 p.m. and offers late-night 
dancing. 


Money-Pennies’ (1742 10 Ave. SW) is 
hosting Pride Karaoke—come on out to 
sing loud ‘n’ proud. 

Michele Balan appears for her second 
night at the Comedy Cave with with 
Rochelle Dal Collo, as well as special guest 
Bianca La Bouche. Tickets are $15.00. 


The Verge (#4-2500 4th St SW) presents 
“Intimate Interactive” with R&B/Soul artists 
Zoe Nimjean and Ralf Buschmeyer. 


June 14 


The Backlot presents Pride Dance 
Warm-up Party, including a Pride Special 
until 10 p.m. with proof of dance ticket. 


Enjoy dinner and drinks before the Big 
Pride Dance at The Verge. Pride specials 
will be available all night 


MetroBoyztown/Rekroom is hosting an 
After Dance Party. Come and dance the 
night away and enjoy Power Hour ‘til 
midnight. 


Money-Pennies’ 
presents a Pride edition of Name That Tune. 


(1742 10 Ave. SW) 


Michele Balan appears for her third night 
at the Comedy Cave with with Rochelle 
Dal Collo, as well as special guest Bianca La 
Bouche. Tickets are $15.00. 


Come out and show your community 
spirit at the Pride Dance, held this year at 
Nashville North on the Stampede grounds. 
Tickets, available at MetroBoyztown, The 
Verge, Rainbow Pride Resource Centre and 
The Eagle, are $20 in advance, $25 at the 
door. This event runs from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 


June 15 


Money-Pennies’ (1742 10 Ave. SW) 
welcomes everyone to partake in a Pride 
Wrap-up Brunch, from |! a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Volunteer orientation <for ARGRA’s 
Canadian Rockies International Rodeo 
immediately follows. 


MetroBoyztown/Rekroom presents 
Pride Karaoke from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., as 
well as IGBO fundraiser shows at 10:30 
p.m. and 12:30 a.m. 


The Verge (#4-2500 4th St SW) is 
hosting a Pride Wrap-up Party, with Happy 
Hour all night and Karaoke with Brody 
beginning at 7 p.m. 


Edmonton 
June 13 - 22: 


The Art Exhibit “Strange Fruit” will be on 
display nightly at The Roost from 8 p.m. to 
| a.m. 


June 13 


Northern Chaps presents a Meet-the- 
Meat kick-off event in preparation for Black 
Solstice & Mr. Edmonton Leather. The 
Roost is the host venue for this party, 
which starts at 9 p.m. 


The Roost proudly presents the ISCWR 
Flame Within Show. 

A Unique Lesbian Life Benefit Dinner will 
be held at 10249 - 107 St. from 7-9 p.m. 
This evening features special guest Marsha 
Stevens and tickets are $30. 


Heat up in anticipation of the big week 
with The Roost’s Pride Patio BBQ. 


_ June 14 


Is black now a colour in our rainbow?! 
Northern Chaps presents Black Solstice & 
the Mr. Edmonton Leather Contest at the 
Hellenic Hall. Doors open for this event at 
8 p.m., with the contest beginning at 9 p.m. 


Buddy’s welcomes participants from the 
Black Solstice & Mr. Edmonton Leather 
event to a special After Party, starting at 
midnight. 


Be at the Knox Met United (8307 - 109 
St.) to see Marsha Stevens in her concert 
“A Proud Faith”, starting at 7 p.m. 
Admission to this event is free, although a 
“love offering” will be collected. 


Womonspace presents its Flaming Ice 
Pride Dance from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the 
Alberta Avenue Hall 


Down Under Welcomes Black Solstice 
participants for an After-After Party and 
offers 25% off with Black Solstice Tickets. 


Rainbow Community Health Forum 2 
Sponsored by GLCCE, HIV Edmonton and 


STAY PROUD! 
Calgary's Favourite B&B 


BED & BREAKFAST 


The Edmonton Public Library takes place 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Stanley A. 
Milner Library (7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Square). The forum is free of charge and 
will be held in meeting room #7, located on 
the 6th floor. For more information or to 
register please call Erin at GLCCE (403) 
488-3234 or Jason at HIV Edmonton (403) 
488-5742. 


Buddys presents a Pride edition of 
Animal Night. 


The Roost is hosting a Pride Party, with 
free admission for those with tickets from 
either Black Solstice or the Womonspace 
Flaming Ice Pride Dance. 


June 15 


Special guest Marsha Stevens will be part 
of the Morning Worship at Garneau United 
Church (11148 - 84 Ave.) starting at 10:30 
a.m. 


Evening Worship at Lambda Christian 
Community Church (11148 - 84 Ave.) will 
also feature special guest Marsha Stevens. 
This service starts at 7 p.m. 


Northern Chaps presents the Black 
Solstice & Mr. Edmonton Leather Survivor’s 
Brunch at The Garage Burger Bar, from || 
a.m. to | p.m. 


Edmonton's big Pride Parade gets rolling 
at 2 p.m., followed by Beer Gardens, 
Business Fair and Entertainment Stage at 
the Oliver Arena from 3 to 9 p.m. 


GREAT HOUSE - GREAT LOCATION - GREAT HOSTS 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 403-244-6693 
www.thefoxwood.com 


Pye 


“2 
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Be at The Roost at midnight for the Betty 
Ford Pride Kickoff Show. 


Buddys hosts the Buddys Beauties Show. 
Pride Karaoke will take place at Woodys. 


June 16 


Sing out proud at the Pride With Friends 
Karaoke, presented by The Roost. 


The singing continues at Woodys with 
Pride Karaoke, touched up with martinis 
and margaritas. 


Buddys has $175 in prizes for partici- 
pants in their Pride Amateur Strip. 


June 17 


Pride Karaoke and high-balls can be 
found at 10249 107 St. 


Pride Karaoke will take place at Woodys. 


Buddys presents a Pride Stripper and 
beer specials. 


June 18 
ISCWR descends on Boots for Pride 
Wingo Bingo starting at 8 p.m. 


Hate Crimes/Police/GLBT Community 
meeting will take place in the Heritage 
Room, Ist Floor of City Hall from 7:30 p.m 
until 9 p.m. 


Pride Wings are up for grabs at 10249 
107 St. 


Pride Karaoke will take place at Woodys. 


Buddys has $175 in prizes for partici- 
pants in their Hot Crotch Contest. 


Bare what you dare in the name of Pride 
at The Roost’s Pride Amateur Strip. 


June 19 


Pride Music Sports will take place at 
Boots starting at 9 p.m. 


The Jazz City concert featuring the 
incomparable Rhonda Withnell starts at 9 
p.m. 


OuTLEQKs 


Sticky’s Pride Charity Show, in support of 
the U of A Pediatric AIDS Unit, kicks off at 
The Roost. 


Got rainbow undies? Buddys has $175 in 


prizes for participants in their Wet 
Underwear. 


June 20 


The ISCWR Gay Edmonton Pageant 
takes place at Boots starting at 9 p.m. 


Calling all talent! It’s Open Mic Night at 
10249 -107 St. 


The fun continues with The Roost Pride 
Patio BBQ. 


June 21 


Edmonton Vocal Minority’s Concert 
takes place at the Provincial Museum. 


The Polish Hall (10960 -104 St.) is the 
venue for this year’s big Pride Dance, which 
runs from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. The Pride Awards 
will also be handed out during the Pride 
Dance, starting at 9 p.m. 


The Roost welcomes everyone to a Post 
Dance Party, and offers free entry with 
dance ticket. 


Buddys presents the second installment 
of its Pride edition of Animal Night. 


June 22 


Be at The Roost at midnight for the Betty 
Ford Pride Week Recovery Show. 


Buddys presents the Buddys Beauties 
Pride Production Show. Admission is $5. 


Diversity Conferences of Alberta Society 
hosts a service of celebration entitled 
Carry The Flame, beginning at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Unitarian Church of Edmonton. 
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Saskatoon 


June 7 


Kicking off Saskatoon’s festival is the Gay 
and Lesbian Health Services of Saskatoon’s 
largest fundraiser of the year. The Awards 
GALA & Silent Auction takes place at the 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall (315 19th St. 
E.). This special evening includes a buffet, 
silent auction and performances by the 
Bridge City Chorus, as well as other local 
performers. First held in 1993, the GALA 
Awards was created to honour individuals 
who have made outstanding contributions 
to Saskatoon’s GLBT community. The event 
begins with a cocktail reception at 6:00 
p.m., followed by dinner at 6:45. Tickets for 
the GALA are available at the GLHS at a 
cost of $25 


June 8 


The Unitarian Congregation of 
Saskatoon is pleased to present a special 
Pride Service at Unitarian Centre (912 
Idylwyld Dr. N.). The event commences at 
10:30 a.m. and is free of charge to all those 
who wish to attend. Ph.D. candidate 
Beverly Dent will lead the service, which 
will also feature performances by the 
Bridge City Chorus. 


Ashworth Holmes Park (Ave. E & 3Ist 
St.VV.) is the site of Rainbow Fun in the Sun, 
a free event presented by SDN, in conjunc- 
tion with the Two-Spirit Circle. A Festival 
favourite, this Sunday afternoon family day 
at the park features arts and crafts, games, 
soccer and other fun for people of all ages. 
The Two-Spirit Circle will be on hand to 
serve free barbequed buffalo and veggie 
burgers, bannock, drinks and snacks. There 
is no charge to attend this event, which 
runs from 2-6 p.m. 


Join Divine, Saskatoon’s Miss Diva’s 2003, 
as she hosts the Broadway Babies Drag 
Show, the first of two shows during the 
Festival. This free event kicks off at 9 p.m. 
at Diva’s nightclub (110 220 3rd Ave. S.) 


June 9 


SDN will introduce 2003’s theme, True 
Colours when it raises the rainbow flag in 
front of City Hall. Representatives from 
the City will bring greetings and present 
the official proclamation of 2003’s Pride 
Week, commencing around 10:30 a.m. 


This November, at InterPride’s annual 
conference in San Francisco, representa- 
tives from Pride organizations around the 


world chose ‘Peace Through Pride’ as the 
international Pride theme for 2003. At this 
special Peace Through Pride Vigil, hosted by 
SDN and its partners, speakers will reflect 
on the promotion of peace within and 
among our communities. This free event 
begins at 8 p.m. at Rotary Park Peace Plaza, 
near the top of Victoria Bridge. 


June 10 


Planned Parenthood’s Evelyn Reisner will 
lead a frank and open discussion entitled 
“The Ins and Outs of Kink” , targeted at 
people who are interested in finding out 
more about bondage, SM, sensation play 
and other forms of safe kinky fun. This 
workshop is geared towards people of 
novices or curious members of all sexes, 
genders and orientations. This free-of- 
charge forum starts at 7:30 p.m. at the 
GLHS (203-220 3rd Ave S.) and is 
presented by SDN and Partners. 


June 10-13 


AKA Artist Run Centre is the venue for 
an free exhibition entitled Bad Luck, which 
features the work of young local queer and 
queer-friendly artists and designers. The 
event runs from noon through 5 p.m. and 
some of the pieces will also will be up for 
silent auction on Friday. The proceeds 
generated will be split between SDN and 
OPY’s activity fund. SDN & AKA are the 
proud sponsors of this event, in conjunc- 
tion with Out & Proud Youth. 


June II 


Return of the Lipstick & Balls Pool 
Tournament is an opportunity for lucky 
teams of community members to face off 
against local Saskatoon drag kings and 
queens. Break Zone Billiards is the location 
of this free event; interested participants 
must register to play at 6:45 p.m., and the 
competition starts at 7 p.m. 


The “family” sports action continues 
when St. John’s performance artist Mikiki 
hosts the Queer Pride Drag Races, a 
performance/footrace in which participants 
don high heels and race through the streets 
of downtown Saskatoon. Mikiki and his 
Makeup Library will be available for pre- 
race consultations and makeovers at 6 p.m., 
with the actual race starting at 7 p.m. 


Diva’s (110 220 3rd Ave. S.) is the place 
to be when Saskatoon’s most talented and 
Outrageous drag artists and performers 
take to the stage for the Dance Fever High 
Energy Drag Show. This free event is slated 
to commence at 9 p.m. 
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June 12 


Broadway Theatre and the SDN are 
pleased to present a special Pride screening 
of the award-winning film Big Eden starting 
at 7 p.m. The cost to attend this film is $8 
general admission or $5 for Broadway 
members. Youth 18 & under are welcome 
to attend free of charge. 


June 13 


AKA Artist-Run Centre is proud to host 
Bad Luck, the Saskatoon Pride Festival’s 
first-ever event run entirely by youth, which 
showcases local art and fashion produced 
and designed by queer/queer-friendly 
youth. The fashion show will feature 
clothing from up and coming Saskatoon 
designers, both beginning and professional. 
Many of the works will also be up for silent 
auction. Admission to this event is $3, or 
free for youth under 18, with proceeds of 
the door and auction benefiting SDN and 
OPY’s activity fund. 


June 13 

Diva’s (110 220 3rd Ave. S.) is the venue 
for Disco Inferno!, an all-disco dance party 
from 8 p.m.'til close. Cover is $5 for guests 
and admission is free to Diva’s members 


June 14 

The 4th Annual Saskatchewan Pride 
Parade is an opportunity to come out to 
watch more than 500 individuals, commu- 
nity groups and businesses roll, march, 
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dance and frolic gaily through downtown 
Saskatoon, in a brilliantly colourful display 
of the community’s creativity and diversity. 
The parade starts at | p.m. in downtown 
Saskatoon, and afterwards Rainbow Radio’s 
Ryan and Nicole will host post-parade 
entertainment at the Kiwanis Bandshell on 
the riverbank. 


2003’s community dance, “Shake it on 
the Saskatchewan”, will feature local DJs 
outside at the Shakespeare on the 
Saskatchewan site (near the Mendel on 
Spadina Cr.). Things get shaking about 7 
p.m.Tickets are $12 and must be purchased 
in advance, and are available in Saskatoon at 
Out of the Closet Boutique and the 
Shakespeare box office, or in Regina at 
Homo Depot. Admission for youth 18 & 
under is free. 


For more information on these events, 
send an e-mail to: info@saskatoonpride.ca 


or log on to: www.saskatoonpride.ca 
Vv 


Tickets available at 
www.cruiseyt.com 
and at Little Sisters, 
Oasis Pub, Sugar Daddy’s, 


FRIBAL 


“erpymna FUME IN 


Fountainhead Pub, 
Pump Jack Pub and 
T-Bone Clothing 


ERUISE 


Sunday June 22 


Board 5:30 / Depart 6:00 / Return 10:00 
Cruise Bowen Island 


featuring DJ Zach Shore & Sonny.T. 
and Drag Divas Carlotta Gurl & Conni Smudge 


partendet Competition 


Sunday July 6 


Board 5:30 / Depart 6:00 / Return 10:00 
Cruise False Creek 


featuring DJ Zach Shore & Tracey D 
and Drag Divas Robyn Graves & Carlotta Gurl 
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$25 ($30 2days prior or dockside) 
Proceeds benefit Pride Squad Cheerleaders 


Embarking at Harbour Cruises, North Foot of Denman St 


A CruiseY T Production Ltd. 
“looms asters 


WXARDO * 


* & aL, GRESSRS  POTTERS a ane 


$7 BBQ available onboard 


Aboard the MV Britannia 


More Info Available At 


www.cruiseyt.com 
(604) 551-BOAT (2628) for info 


OntarioPride 
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Toronto 
June 23-29 


The celebration, which takes place during 
the last week of June each year, is set for 
June 23 - 29, 2003. This year's theme is 
Pride 3D: Diverse—Defiant—Divine. 
Pride Week consists of hundreds of 
individual events and happenings, including a 
street fair with seven stages of live enter- 
tainment, a community fair that represents 
over 100 community groups, a huge 
marketplace, and a host of nighttime activi- 
ties. 

The event culminates with the Dyke 
March on Saturday, June 28, and the 
renowned Pride Parade on Sunday, June 29 
that attracts a about a million spectators 
cheering on 10,000 participants and nearly 
one hundred floats. 


June 26 


Come by and kick things off with the 
Unified Pep Rally and Welcome Party from 
10 p.m until 3:30 a.m. at Sive Nightclub (5 
Saint Joseph St.). 


June 27 


Step out and “rough it up” at the Unified 
Military Leather/Uniform Party, a marathon 
of twisted fun from 10 p.m. through 6 a.m. 
at KoolHaus (132 Queens Quay East). This 
event will also feature special appearances 
by adult stars Mark Dalton, Tom Southern 
and Jason Branch. 


June 28 


Are you too hot to handle? Then cool 
things off with the Squirt Outdoor 
Watergun event, which runs from 2 p.m. ‘til 
8 p.m. rain or shine at The Docks 
Entertainment Complex (harbourfront on 
Lake Ontario, || Polson Street). 


June 28 


Come together in the name of Pride 
with Unity 2003, this year’s non-stop Main 
Event from 10 p.m. through to 8 a.m. at 
KoolHaus and the  Guvernment 
Entertainment Complex Grounds (132 
Queens Quay East). 


June 29 


If you're still able to move and groove 
then be sure to check out Celebration, a 
post-parade party-gras where you can let 
off that remaining steam from 10 p.m. until 
6 am. at The Guvernment (132 Queens 
Quay East). 


June 30 


Come celebrate an  event—or 
events—well done with the Victory/Closing 
Party starting at 10 p.m. at KoolHaus (132 
Queens Quay East). 


York Region 


The following are some of the major 
events planned for York Region Pride Week, 
which takes place from June [5th to 2\st, 
2003. Updates and further information can 
be found on Pride York region’s website 
(www. gaycanada.com/prideyorkre- 
gion/pride2003.html) 


June 15 


A multi-faith community celebration 
kicks off Pride Week at St. Matthew’s 
United Church (333 Crosby Avenue in 
Richmond Hill) starting at 7 p.m.A PFLAG- 
hosted social hour will follow. 


June 17 


Marilyn Byers, of the York Region PFLAG 
chapter will introduce a special Pride Week 
video screening of the documentary Prom 
Fight: the Marc Hall Story at the Wexford 
Drive Library in Keswick starting at 7 p.m. 


June 18 


Don’t miss a special Pride Week book 
event featuring Kevin Bourassa and Joe 
Varnell, authors of Just Married: Gay 
Marriage and the Expansion of Human 
Rights. This event will take place in the 
Lunau Room at the Markham Community 
Library (Highway 7 & Markham Road), 
starting at 7 p.m. 


June 21 


Pride Week wraps up with a bang begin- 
ning with baseball in the afternoon at the 


Queensville Community Centre 
Diamond, from 2-5 p.m. A community 
dance will follow at the East Gwillimbury 
Community Centre, starting at 8 p.m. Both 
events are hosted by the Gay & Lesbian 
Association of York Region (GLAYR). 


Sudbury 


Sudbury’s Pride week will run from 
August 5th-9th with the parade on 
Saturday August the 9th. The theme for the 
year is “Pride and Solidarity” and the organ- 
ization is working to be able to give back to 
the community at the end of the week with 
a donation to the homeless youth of 
Sudbury. 


August 5 


Pride in Sudbury officially kicks off with a 
special Flag Raising at Tom Davis Square 
(200 Brady Street). As of press date, the 
start time for this event was TBA. 


Zig’s Bar (54 Elgin St.) is the host venue 
for a Pride Pool Tournament and sale of 
Pride paraphernalia. For more information 
on start times for the tournament, contact 
Zig's. 


August 6 


Although the location has yet to be 


Proud To Be Your Partner 


Your Best Qualities 


¢« You want to make money in 
real estate without the 
headaches 

¢ You like profits not 
problems 

¢ You work hard 

for your money, and 
want it to work 

hard for you 

¢ You have 15% of 
purchase price in 
cash or RSPs and 
would like to be a 
partner or you are an 
investor looking for a 
10% guaranteed rate of return 
on your savings 

¢ You have other uses for your 
time than analyzing properties, 
dealing with tenants, contracts 
and property maintinence 

* You have crossed your 
financial planner off your 
Christmas card list 

e You like results not excuses 


Contact Trish Brown 
Reality Investments 


OUTLEQKS 


My Best Qualities 


e | know how to locate the best 
properties before they are 
advertised 
e | have professional 
experience in real 
estate, financial 
planning, insurance 
and mortgages 
¢ lam experienced 
in negotiating best 
price and terms 
e l|use my 
knowledge to insure a 
positive cash flow, to do 
comparable market 
research and due diligence 
on the properties and 
neighborhood 
e | interview and find good 
tenants 
e | handle leasing, maintenance 
and all tenant issues 
e | have a strong potential buyer 
for the property on the future sale 


(403) 201-0819 
Toll Free 1-888-285-3967 
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announced, a Youth Dance will be held on 
this evening. Consult Sudbury Pride by e- 
mail for further information closer to the 
date. 


Sing out loud, sing out proud—it’s 
Karaoke night at Zig’s Bar! (54 Elgin St.). 


August 7 


Zig’s Bar (54 Elgin St.) is pleased to host 
an All-ages Party for youth 16 and up. 
Contact the club for further details. 


August 8 


Door prizes and lots of festive fun can 
be found at the Pre-Pride Party hosted by 
Zig’s Bar (54 Elgin St.). 

Sudbury Pride is organizing a movie 
night, followed by a wine and cheese 
gathering. As of press date, the location 
and start time were to be confirmed. 


August 9 


The celebrations on Parade Day will 
start at Tom Davis Square at | 1:30 a.m.and 
be followed by a day in Memorial Park 
(corner of Brady and Minto) with vendors, 
booths of interest and family events. 


Save some energy to step out and kick it 
up at the Pride Party hosted by Zig’s Bar 
(54 Elgin St.). 


For updates or more information on 
these events, please contact either Chantal 
or Liana by e-mail at: 
sudburypride@canada.com 


Hamilton 
June 8 


The Embassy Club (54 King St East) is 
the place to be for the Miss Hamilton Pride 
Pageant. This competition starts at 8 p.m. 
and runs ‘til || p.m. A pay-what-you-can 
entrance fee will be collected at the door. 


June 9 


The Miss Gay Hamilton Pride Pagent 
winner, stars of Beautiful Thing and gay 
twirlers are among the guests slated to be 
on hand for the Pride flag-raising and 
Radio/TV media open house at City Hall 
(71 Main Street West). This event runs 
from 7 to |0 p.m.and there will be discus- 
sions on the rainbow flag origin and the 
June-Stonewall significance to gay rights 


movements. 


Kingdom Come, a drag show at in 
celebration of Pride will take place at The 
Werx (121 Hughson Street North) 
commencing at 8 p.m. sharp. Admission is 
$10 at the door. 


June 10 


Get out and celebrate with a Wine and 
Cheese Gala and Silent Auction from 7 to 
10 p.m. at the AGH (123 King Street West). 
This special evening will also include the 
selection of the ““GLBT Citizen of the Year” 
Award Ceremony, with the winner named 
Pride Grand Marshal. Celebrities will be on 
hand and Chantal Chamberland will be 
present to entertain the crowd with live 
jazz music. Encouraged dress for the 
evening is “casual elegant” and hors d’oeu- 
vres and drinks will be served. This is a 
“pay-what-you-can”’ event. 


June 1/1 


Fringe Festival co-operative runs at 7 
p.m. Details on this event are pending, so 
be sure to check back for further details. 


June 12 


Centenary United Church (24 Main 
Street West, corner McNab St.)is the 
location of two panel discussions: “The 
Battle for Same-Sex Marriage in Canada” 
with guests Joe Varnell, Kevin Bourassa, 
Doug Elliott and Joanne Cohen of EGALE 
and “Lovers and Laws: Partners—a new 
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financial reality for gay couples” with Scott 
Reeves. These forums will run concur- 
rently at the same venue. Admission is free 
and attendees are asked to enter by left 
side entrance. 


June 13 


Beautiful Thing runs at the Staircase 
Theatre (27 Dundurn St. N.) from 8 to 11 
p.m. General admission for the show is 
$20. 


Be at the CNIB auditorium (1686 Main 
St.West ) for the Women’s Dance from 9 
p.m. ‘til midnight. Admission to the dance 
is $8 in advance (available at Gomorrahs 
and Payne Music only) or $10 at the door. 


Bear witness to the crowning of Mr. 
Leather Pride at the Leather Fetish Event 
in the Dungeon at The Werx (121 Hughson 
Street North). starting at 9 p.m. 


June 14 


A Rally & Speeches will be held at 
Commonwealth Square opposite City Hall 
(71 Main Street West) from || tol 1:45 
a.m. Guest speakers will include David 
Christopherson, Marvin Caplin, Dominique 
Agostino, Marie Boutriano and Jae Adams . 
From 11:45 a.m. until noon the Righteously 
Outrageous Twirling Corps will be on hand 
to entertain the crowd and then from 
noon through 12:45 p.m. the Parade will 
wend its way to Dundurn Park Pavillion. 
The Hamilton Pride 2003 Grand Marshal 


VANCOUVER 


PRIDE 


SOCIETY 


Bx, 


(announced at the Tuesday Night Gala 
event at the AGH) and Miss Hamilton 
Pride Pageant ( selected on Sunday, June 8, 
at The Embassy Club) will lead groups such 
as the Righteously Outrageous Twirling 
Corps, PFLAG, Gay McMaster University 
and L.E.G.I.T. Toronto. 


Beautiful Thing runs at the Staircase 
Theatre (27 Dundurn St. N.) from 7 to 10 
p.m.General admission for the show is 
$20. 


Be at The Werx (121 Hughson Street 
North) from 9 p.m. until 4 a.m. for Fab & 
Fetish Nite, an event for gay men and 
dykes. Don’t miss out—all three floors 
and the outdoor patio are sure to be 
jumping well into the night. 

The Werx (121 Hughson Street North) 
and The Embassy (54 King St East, 
Hamilton) are host clubs for a Bar Tour 
that runs from 10 p.m. through | a.m. 


June [5 
Join us for an all-you-can-eat Pride 
Brunch from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the 


Dundurn Coach House Restaurant in the 
Hay Loft (610 York Blvd.). The cost for 
Brunch alone, including taxes and gratu- 
ities, is $25. A special Brunch and Beautiful 
Thing Combo is also available at a cost of 
$40, including taxes. 


Beautiful Thing runs from 2 p.m.to 5 p.m. 
at the Staircase Theatre (27 Dundurn St. 
N). 
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Best First Drag 
Best Sport Uniform 


Best Shirtless Body 
Best Co 


Best Cheerleader 

Best Retro Dresser 

Best Leather Costume 

Best All Canadian Boy 

Best Country.and Western Dress 
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Montreal 

July 28 

Mado au Casino. Feeling lucky? You had 
better be—all bets are off when the 
fabulous Mado Lamotte takes over the 
Cabaret of the Casino de Montréal for a 
wild night of wicked humour, divine drag 
‘and outrageous cabaret numbers. 
Everything kicks off at 8 p.m. at the Cabaret 
du Casino de Montréal. (1 ave. du Casino) 


Cinema in the Park. Add a few real stars 
to the ones onscreen with an evening of 
cinema al fresco. Toss a blanket down on 
the grass and watch a film outdoors on a 
giant screen. Director Jane Anderson’s 
Normal, starring Jessica Lange and Tom 
Wilkinson, is the story of a mid-western 
family man who makes the decision to have 
asex change. This screening starts at 9 p.m. 
in Emilie-Gamelin Park. 


July 29 

Boulevard des réves. It’s beginning to 
sound a lot like Pride Week! Join cabaret 
queen Marleen Ménard and friends for an 
epic outdoor jazz/pop/blues/soul concert 
showcasing the vocal stylings of a number 
of Quebec’s most talented musical divas 
and daddies. The show starts at 8 p.m. 
under the stars in Emilie-Gamelin Park. 


July 30 


Flexx. It’s all about bodies—no rest, all 
motion—with Flexx, an urban collision of 
modern dance styles. This not-to-be- 
missed performance features explosive 
choreographies that inspire and challenge. 
Emilie-Gamelin Park is the venue for this 
extravaganza, which starts at 8 p.m. 


July 31 


Cachondo—la noche latina. Feeling hot, 
hot, hot?! Then be sure to catch this sexy 
and sweaty evening celebrating the diver- 
sity of Montreal's Latin community. 
Cachondo features musicians, dancers and 
drag performers shaking it up to a mix of 
Musical styles. Think you can handle the 
heat? Then get on down to Emilie-Gamelin 
Park at 8 p.m. to warm up for Pride. 


Seague 4 Cachondo. Still up for breaking 
a sweat? Stay up after the park closes, as 
the party continues a little further down 


the block. Dance until 3 a.m. in a gorgeous 


New space to the sounds of DJ Oscar Cita. 
7 post-event runs from10 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
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New Society. Don’t even think about 
slowing down ‘cause the festivities are just 
beginning! New Society is a multimedia 
melding of cutting-edge electronic music, 
fashion and technology. Performances by 
members of the avant garde in electronica, 
new media and style. This event starts at 8 
p.m. in Emilie-Gamelin Park 


Homorama. Once you’ve been revved-up 
at New Society, continue your evening in 
decadent style with the naughtiest party in 
town. Homorama features the perfect 
blend of leather, latex, DJs and dancing and 
runs froml0 p.m. to 3 a.m. At press time, 
the location of this event was TBA. 


August 2 


Community Day. We are family—and 
that’s never more evident than on 
Community Day, an all-day, popular 
outdoor community fair that gives you the 
chance to meet those who actively 
promote queer culture in Quebec. Dozens 
of community and advocacy groups are on 
hand and a number of spectacular perform- 
ances are presented throughout the day. 
This gathering runs from || a.m. through 5 
p.m. on St. Catherine Street, between St. 
Denis and St. Hubert, and on Berri Street, 
between René-Lévesque and _ de 
Maisonneuve. Don’t miss out! 


Sunset Party. There’s no rest for the 
wicked—and really no rest for the proud! 
Continue the celebration at this block- 
rocking outdoor T-dance set where the 
earth meets the sky, the perfect kick-off to 
a number of other spectacular nocturnal 
events. The party starts at 5 p.m. and goes 
‘til 11 p.m. in Emilie-Gamelin Park. 


Mascara, la nuit des drags. It doesn’t get 
any gayer or more glamourous than this. 
Replete with the highest of heels, the 
wildest of wigs, and chock full of attitude, 
Mascara features the most visually stunning 
and complex drag numbers the city has 
ever seen. Over 80 costumed artists 


performed for a. crowd of 30,000 in 2002 
and this year’s line-up promises all that and 


more. Performances start at 8 p.m. on 
Berri Street, at Ontario. 


Lesbomonde. Calling all Sapphic siters! 
This is the definitive dyke party of the 
season with over |,000 hotties in 2 rooms 
and 4 dyke DJs to spin things wild. The 
event begins at 10 p.m.—with girls galore, 
who knows when it’ll end! The location of 
Lesbomonde, at press time, was TBA. 


Pride Ritual. Dance the night away with a 
celebration of the senses, as DJ Mark 
Anthony and graffiti artist Zilon team up 
for an evening of live art and soulful House 
music. This exquisite spiritual experience 
begins at 10 p.m. and runs ‘til the wee 
hours. Location, at press time, was TBA. 


August 3 


The Divers/Cité Parade. After all the 
other celebrations, this is the one everyone 
has been waiting for. For the annual Pride 
Parade, which has grown by leaps and 
bounds every year, Montrealers of all orien- 
tations take to the streets to express their 
colourful belief in the importance of diver- 
sity. Don’t forget to observe the minute of 
silence at 1:30 p.m. Things get rolling at 
noon along René-Lévesque Boulevard, from 
Guy to St. Denis. 


Divers/Cité T-dance. Don’t stop 
now—the party’s just getting started! After 
the parade, dance in the street with your 
friends (both old and new) and celebrate 
the best day of the queer year. Local and 
international DJs will be on hand to spur on 
the festivities, which will take place on Berri 
Street, at Ontario 
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Concerts in the Park. In ender with the 
after-parade party, a number of phenomenal 
performances will take place in Emilie- 
Gamelin Park. At press time, participating 
artists and performance times were TBA. 


Sex Garage. Time for a tempo tune-up? 
Dance like a machine with anti-pop, alter- 
native, rock and electro music brought to 
you by a variety of performers and DJs. As 
of press date, the start time was TBA. This 
event takes place on de Maisonneuve 
Boulevard, between Berri and St. Denis. 


DiscoVille. Take a fabulous trip back in 
time and dance to the sounds of our 
glittering yesteryear with special disco 
performances and DJs. The party takes 
place on St. Catherine Street, between 
Berri and St. Denis. Start time was TBA as 
of press date. 


Pride Ball. End this year’s celebration on 
a high note with the official closing party of 
Divers/Cité 2003.As of press date, the start 
time and location of this fantastic wind-up 
event were TBA. 


Other events 


Exuberance! Gay youth are 
everywhere—not just in major urban 
centres. Mike Glatze and Benjie Nycum of 
Young Gay America, along with photogra- 
pher Rachelle Lee Smith, present an exhibit 
of 300 photos taken on their trips cross- 
country visiting GLBT youth in various 
towns. The result is a stunning demonstra- 
tion of the pride and vitality of GLBT youth 
in North America. Exuberance! can be 
viewed throughout the week on-site at 
Emilie-Gamelin Park. 
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Prince Edward Island 

July 5 

Kick off the festivities with a Pride Warm- 
up Event, a Golf Tournament at Vista Bay Golf 
Course. All levels of experience are welcome 
to participate in the tournament; green fees 
are $12, or $35 for two including a golf cart. 
Interested participants must pre-register by 
July 3 by contacting the Pride Committee. 
Following the game will be a barbeque, 
karaoke fun and a dance at a cost of $12. This 
event is “youth friendly” until 8 p.m. and a 
special youth price is available-call Pride for 
details 


July 9 
Flag Raising at City Hall (Time TBA) 
Church Service (Location and Time TBA 


July 10 

A Pride Softball Game will be held at the 
Carrefour St. Jean softball diamond starting at 
6:30 p.m. A post-game social will follow at 
Beanz Espresso Bar, beginning at 8 p.m. 
Admission to this event is free and all ages are 
welcome. 


July 11 

The Delta Price Edward Hotel is the venue 
for a Variety Show & Cabaret. Doors for this 
event open at 8 p.m, with an 8:30 showtime. 
A dance will follow. Admission is $10 and 
access is restricted to those 19 and over. 


July 12 
The week's festivities reach their climax 


with a fun-filled day of activities to please 
everyone. Start things off with the Pride 


Parade, followed by a Concert in the Park, 
Dog Show, Games and a Barbeque at 
Confederation Landing. Later that evening, 
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shake it up at the Pride Dance and Silent 
Auction benefit at the Delta Prince Edward 
Hotel. The evening's celebrations begin at 9 
p.m.and run through 2 a.m. Admission to this 
event is $10 and restricted to those 19 and 


over. 


July 13 

Still feeling fresh and fine? The help 
yourself wind down with a Wrap-up 
Picnic/Potluck at the Evening Primrose Inn in 
North Tryon. As of press date, the time for 
this event was TBA. 


Prince Edwards Island’s 4th annual Pride 
festival will be held from July Sth -July 13th, 
2003, and we welcome visitors from Atlantic 
Canada and across the country to come help 
us celebrate. All Pride events are held in 
accessible locations. For more Information 
check out our website at 
www.peipride.com, or contact us at 
arcpei@isn.net or (902) 894-5776, toll-free |- 
877-380-5776. 


Halifax 
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HALIEAX 


July 13 

Kick Pride week off and get the party 
started with the Opening Party. As of press 
date, details had yet to be announced; check 
out the Halifax Pride website closer to the 
event for more information and updates. 


July 15 

Be sure to check out the first night of “Reel 
Pride”, a collection of films and shorts that 
celebrate GLBT culture. Titles slated for 
viewing and other details on this event are 
TBA; log on to the Halifax Pride website for 
more information. 


SeaDog’s Sauna & Spa (2199 Gottingen St.) 
is the host venue for Dyke Night, which runs 
from 6 p.m. ‘til midnight. 


July 16 
“Reel Pride” continues for its second 
evening of films and shorts. 


Feeling a bit rough? Then check out Fetish 
Night at SeaDog’s Sauna & Spa (2199 
Gottingen St.) from 6 p.m. through midnight, 
sure to be an evening of wild fun. 


Thursday, July 17 


7:00 p.m.: Reading Out Loud Il, an event 
where local personalities read from their 
favourite writings, takes place at the Halifax 
Public Library. Host Jane Kansas will kick 
things off starting at 7 p.m. 


Friday, July 18 

Bluenose Bears’ Dinner and the Halifax 
Pride Ambassador || Show will both take 
place on this evening. Log on to the Halifax 
Pride website closer to the date for further 
information. 


July 19 

The big day has finally arrived! Marshalling 
for the annual procession starts at 12:30 p.m. 
on Maitland Street, behind Club NRG. Once 
assembled, the Parade will begin at 1:30 p.m., 
and the “Dykes on Bykes” will be part of the 
parade contingent again this year. At 3:30 
p.m., once the circuit has been completed, a 
Reception will be held at Sackville Landing, 
the end of the Parade route. Later that day,a 
Boat Cruise will depart at 6 p.m., while the 
evening features a Women’s Dance beginning 
at 9 pm. A Bluenose Bears’ Swim (to be 
confirmed) is also slated as part of the day’s 
festivities. 


July 20 

The 2nd Annual Family Pride BBQ will take 
place from Noon through 2:30 p.m. at Point 
Pleasant Park’s Black Rock Beach. This fun- 
filled day will include food, games and a variety 


of entertainment—a great way to wrap up 
Pride 2003. 


For more information on these and other 
events. Log on to the Halifax Pride website at 
www.halifaxpride.org 


St. John’s 


Pride Week—Proud Heritage, Bright 
Future 


July 18 
Scotia Square on Water Street is the site of 
a Drag Race starting at 7:30 p.m. 


July 19 

A Pride Press Conference will be held at 
the AIDS Committee Office (347 Duckworth 
Street) beginning at || a.m. 

Come out and salute the spirit of Pride 
with the Rainbow Flag Rising at noon at St. 
John’s City Hall on New Gower Street 


{ 


Those wishing to participate in a 2 km | 
Nature Walk around Kent’s Pond are asked to |} 
meet at East Side Mario's (in the Holiday Inn) } 


at 7 p.m. 


(216 Water Street) starting at 10 p.m. 


July 20 | 


A Coffee Social will take place at Hava Java |} 


A Movie Night with showings of Jeffrey (7 
p.m.) and Love! Valour! Compassion! (9 p.m.) will 4 


take place at Bitters-Field Hall at Memorial 
University 


July 21 

Roll on down to Plaza Bowl on Ropewalk 
Lane for a Bowling & Pizza Party starting at 8 
p.m. 


The Darkroom Urban Lounge (340 | 
Duckworth Street) will be hosting a Pride A 
Pride Social starting at |! p.m. 


July 22 

Make a splash for Pride with an Adult Swim 
at the Aquarena on Westerland Road, starting 
at 8:30 p.m. 


Hava Java (216 Water Street) will be 
hosting a Coffee Social starting at 10 p.m. 


July 23 


Register for the Scavenger Hunt at 6:30 | 
p.m.at the Grapevine (206 Water Street) then | 


jump intio the action at 7 p.m. 


The Daily Grind & Big Squeeze Café on 
Duckworth Street is where the Pride Week | 
Dance | will take place from 8 p.m. until close. | 


July 24 


Pride Week Dance II runs from 9 p.m. until 
close at Zone 2-1-6 (216 Water Street) 


July 25 


A Rally and March for Freedom will take — 


place at City Hall on New Gower Street, 
starting at |] a.m. 


Following that, a Post-March Social & BBQ 
will start at around 3:30 p.m. at the Daily 
Grind & Big Squeeze Café on Duckworth 
Street. 

Still feeling frisky? Then blow off the last of 
your steam at the Pride Week Wrap-up Party, 
starting at 10 p.m.at Zone 2-1-6 (216 Water 
Street) 


Moncton 
Details are still being worked out for NWIPr ide 


Moncton’s 2003 Pride festivities. For more Tare: more on listings 
information on these and other special On 
events, log on to www.monctonrain- 
bowalliance.com 


June 14 

Family Day. Rainbow Colours Party 
June 15 - 
Pride Week Church Services Yellowknife, NWT 
Mr. Leather Moncton Contest 


June 16 June 12 
Make a splash for Pride with an all-inclusive 
public swim at the Ruth Inch Memorial Pool, 


Alcohol-Free Youth Dance 


pane 17 from 6 to 8:30 p.m.There are no pre-sales 
Flag Raising & Wine and Cheese for this event; admission is at the door only. 
June 18 
13 
Pride Week Bowling ae a , : 2nd Floor 
How sweet it is! Join other members of the h-16A SsW,C | 
Jazz Night at Triangles community as they indulge in a special Pride 7 ve ,a gary 
June 19 cake in front of the Post Office, starting at : 
Pride Karaoke noon. This is a free event Adult Videos, 
Toys & Magazines 
June 20 June 14 y 6 : 
‘70s Disco Night at Triangles The Copper Room in theYellowknife Inn is Lubes & Aromas : 
the venue for the Pride Gayla, an event that = 
21 y * ; 
a Shee includes a dance and silent auction. Tickets Dance Music CD s 
ride e i i . oy 
for the evening are available from board Pride Symb ols & J ew el 
June 22 members or at the door. : 
Pride Week Closing Brunch To learn more about these events or to get Books, Cards & Gift 


further updates, log on to 


www.gaycanada.com/outnorth or call 
(867) 669-7279 


Mon - Sat: 11 am to 10 ee 
Sun: Noon to 6 pm 
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we Brunswick 
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L Want to include your B&BI 
in OUTLOOKS? 
Contact Kevin toll-free at 


1-888-228-1157 


Sg a eer 


The House 
on McGill 


A Village B&B 
110 McGill St 
Toronto 
416-351-1503 
877-580-5015 
Email megillbb@interlog.com 
www.megillbb.ca 


At Que 2en Eli zabeth Park 


PERTH M: 


Accomm 


OR HERITAGE INN J 


on & Reception Facility 


{613) 264-0050 wewwperthmanor.com 
ACRE FP YR EWN AT Bg 
Vancouver's Only 


Exclusively Gay 


B&B Guesthouse 
for Discriminating Men 


Tel: : 604-420-6 6367 


eg Fax:604-422- 
Fi Email: 
parkridge@s 


RAINBOW LODGE 


Vernon Bridge 
PE.L 


Gay owned and operated - Open all year 
Full breakfast served 


s _Jim Culbert Proprietor 


Local to Charlottetown 651-2202 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-268-7005 


THE MOST "OUT" PLACE EAST OF MONTREAL 


8936 


haw.ca » 7% 
www.gaybusiness.ca 
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By John Ayres 
“INTENSELY EROTIC”. 


Directed by: Marcelo Pifieryo 


From: Strand Releasing 


Running Time: 125 minutes 
Release Date: 2000 


Wow—Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid were never this hot. Then again, that 
particular pair of desperadoes wasn’t 
sexually involved, either... that we knew of, 
anyway. Desperate actions and sexual 
tension figure prominently in the 2000 
Argentine release Burnt Money by director 
Marcelo Pifieyro; quirky, dark and 
presented with eerie detachment, this film 
unfolds (perhaps even unravels) its plot 
with the kind of finesse we've come to 
expect from the reel world that lies beyond 
Hollywood's borders. 


Burnt Money centres on the exploits of a 
Kray-like pair known  as_ Los 
Mellizos—’The Twins”—small-time crimi- 
nals who are in love with one another 
despite their very best and worst inten- 
tions. The action heats up when Angel 
(Leonard Sbaraglia) and Nene (Eduardo 
Noriega) botch a seven million dollar heist 
with temporary partner-in-crime Cuervo 
(Pablo Echarri). Under the immense 
pressure of a manhunt, Los Mellizos, 
Cuervo and several others involved in the 
scheme flee the “safety” of an apartment 
Cuervo shares with his girlfriend, Vivi, to 
hide out in Uruguay. Over the course of 
the film, the dynamics set in motion by 
these unpleasant circumstances test the 
characters mercilessly, taking them all down 
a road from which they cannot ever return. 
Without giving too much away, the entire 
escapade culminates in a shoot-out and 
psychological reckoning that rivals the final 
moments of Al Pacino’s Scarface. 


Viewers spoon-fed the “cuddly” gays of 
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recent Hollywood fare will be in for a bit of 
a shock with the “romantic” leads of Burnt 
Money: Angel and Nene are a couple of 
drug abusing, murderous hoodlums with no 
moral code whatsoever. It’s an exhilarating 
departure, to say the least. Their intimate 
scenes, though discreet, are believable and 
emotionally intense, as are other “side” 
encounters over the course of the film. 
When Angel is injured in the line of duty, 
Nene’s caring (however rough) is evident 
and heartfelt. Despite their obvious ragged 
edges, the pair is very engaging as a couple, 
almost sweet together in their unguarded 
moments. 


Across the board, performances in Burnt 
Money are easy and natural, featuring a kind 
of gritty honesty that makes the film feel 
more like reality TV. In the lead roles as 
Nene and Angel, Sbaraglia and Noriega are 
particularly believable as both wayward 
souls and as lovers. In the case of the latter, 
their chemistry is so powerful that the 
eventual disintegration of their relationship 
is actually quite painful to watch. Kudos are 
also due Pablo Echarri for his turn as the 
smart-mouthed, insecure getaway driver, 
Cuervo. 


Visually, director Pifieyro has chosen a 
murky, smutty palette with which to paint 
his portrait of love and desperation. It is an 
effective and strangely enticing choice, an 
element of undeniable allure in outright 
squalor. Overall, Burnt Money is a 
ponderous exercise as crime dramas go, 
although its measured pace actually 
contributes to the tension, the kind of 
“real-time” approach that makes televi- 
sion’s 24 so watchable. Despite its dark 
tone, the film also boasts a great, trumpet- 
filled soundtrack of upbeat songs that will 
thrill any fan of Latin music. 


If you’ve overdosed on Will & Grace re- 
runs or the near-constant airings of The 
Birdcage on every possible network over 
the winter months, Burnt Money will be an 
excellent, if bitter tasting, antidote. After 
all, misery does love company, doesn’t it? | 
suggest checking it out with a friend but 
would strongly caution against renting it 
with any fag hag other than, say, Courtney 
Love or Wednesday Addams. 


Best lines: 


(After the getaway driver has been 
seen changing on a cold, windy beach) 


Cuervo: Vivi has my heart, but | 
have my cock with me. 


Angel: Not all of it, from what I saw. 


This review sponsored by: 
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Pride in his work 


By David Crosson 


Even for the most 
energetic among us, Pride 
season can be an exhausting 
experience; parties, dances, 
parades, festivals—if you get 
to everything and tackle it all 
with gusto, even a year’s wait 
until the next celebration 
sometimes doesn’t seem 
long enough! Now imagine 
that you not only have to 
attend all the functions, you 
are responsible for making 
them all happen, too. Teddy 
Witherington doesn’t have 
to imagine such a scenario: jj 
he lives it. As Executive |] 
Director of San Francisco 
Pride, he oversees an event 
that could make some military operations 
seem like child’s play. With his city’s most 
major “holiday’ on the horizon, 
Witherington took time out of his 
extremely busy schedule to share with Outlooks his ideas on how it all comes 
together, year-in, year-out. 


Teddy Witherington (left) with Sir lan 
MckKelle, celebrity grand marshal for the 
2002 San Francisco Pride parade 


Outlooks: How long have you been involved with San Francisco Pride? 


Witherington: I’ve been involved since August of 1997—about five-and-a-half 
years now. Before that | spent seven years in London. 


Outlooks: Do you find it to be quite a challenge keeping things fresh for atten- 
dees year after year? 


Witherington: Well, | think that we have several different audiences that we 
cater to and | think that everyone remembers their first Pride. In terms of fresh- 
ness, | think it’s always fresh for those who attended for the first time—they just 
haven’t experienced anything like it before. According to our information in San 
Francisco, around twenty-five to thirty percent of our audience every year is made 
up of first timers. Then we have the people who have come for maybe two or three 
years and then we have what | call the “sophisticated Pride audience” —those who 
have been here five or more times. Some have even been twenty or more times! If 
you're coming to Pride every year for, say, twenty-five years, your expectations are 
going to be different than if you’re coming for the very first time. 


Outlooks: So you feel there is a long-term draw, then, for the Pride “veterans”? 


Witherington: Well, when you think of the Macy’s Parade or Super Bowl, those 
are all pretty much the same thing year-in, year-out. | mean, at the Super Bowl, the 
entertainment might change and the teams might change, but it’s pretty much the 
same thing. It’s the same kind of function Pride serves for our sophisticated 
audience; it’s our annual celebration: our Christmas, our Hanukkah, kwanza, 
Ramadan, Super Bowl, Easter—all rolled into one! 


Outlooks: Good point. Do you still feel that there is a need to add freshness, 
though? 


Witherington: Yes. Having said that, | have to tell you that not just the audience 
will become jaded, year-in, year-out, but the organizers, too. One of the luxuries we 
have in San Francisco is that we're able to be innovative and add new elements to 
the event. One of the ways we've done that here or over the last five years is to 
add a number of different entertainment venues. We now have thirteen entertain- 
ment venues at the event. 


Outlooks: Such as? 


Witherington: | think this is now the sixth year we’ve had the Latin entertain- 
ment stage. About three or four years back we instituted the Fairy Freedom 
Village—which is very San Francisco and something people hadn’t experienced 
before. There is this enclosure where you can go and body paint and do all that kind 
of cool stuff. This year we’re adding a Writer’s Village and also a stage featuring 
punk/queercore/indie music. Simon Hobart from Popstars in London is coming over 
to D] for that. 
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Outlooks: So you are actively building on your foundation, then? 


Witherington: Yes—although one thing that does change each year is emphasis. 
| detect that [San Francisco Pride ‘03] is going to have a more political edge to it 
because of everything that’s going on in the world. One of the ways to keep things 
fresh is to make sure the event is politically relevant from year to year. It may seem 
kind of a glacial process, but Pride is evolving and large organizations are waking up 
to the fact that they have to be more political and get back somewhat to their 
“roots”. | see a kind of reconnection with politics as one way, certainly in San 
Francisco, that we’re trying to keep the event relevant. Everyone, when they come 
to Pride—even if they don’t come with their fists in the air or waving a 
banner—comes to it on some kind of political level. And it may not be the number 
one reason, but it’s one of the reasons. And the issues will change from year to year. 


Outlooks: | think | know what the main issue is for this year... 


Witherington: Yeah—take the whole war thing, for example. This year we’ve 
taken a very strong anti-war position, which didn’t please every single person in our 
community. But the vast majority was pleased to see that and thought it was appro- 
priate and relevant that Pride take that stand. You know, however, this is San 
Francisco and it’s a curious kind of “bubble”. What was that film with John Travolta, 
The Boy in the Plastic Bubble? San Francisco is very much like that—it kind of goes 
its own way and you can kind of get a distorted picture of “real life” living here, if 
you let it! [Laughs] 


Outlooks: Now, | know in this community particularly, everyone has an idea of 
how they think things should be done—do you rely much on feedback or do you 
just try to keep your heads down and get on with your work? 


Witherington: We're kind of out there on the front lines and in the trenches 
most of the year, working with the communities that go to Pride. We don’t sit here 
and wait for them to come to us; we’re out supporting them in the work they are 
doing throughout the year, because the stronger all of the communities throughout 
our community are, the stronger Pride is. 


Outlooks: Are the silver anniversaries being celebrated this year in the commu- 
nity helping to spur on preparations for Pride 2003 or are they putting added 
pressure on your organization to “get it right”? 


Witherington: 1978 in San Francisco was an amazing time—I wish | could have 
been here at that time because everything was “popping”. Harvey Milk had been 
elected, the rainbow flag was born, the Gay Men’s Chorus and Freedom Band were 
born—all this stuff was going on and the community was kind of energized. Also, we 
were fighting the Briggs initiative, which was on the ballot in California that year. It 
would have made it unlawful to teach anything about homosexuality in a positive way 
in the public school system. All those anniversaries have their resonance today: the 
rainbow flag has gone on to become the international symbol of the queer commu- 
nity worldwide; the choral movement blossomed around the world—and twenty- 
five years on we're fighting some of the same battles. By the time Pride comes 
around this year, we're going to have Assembly Bill 205 on the floor of the California 
State Assembly, which extends the rights of domestic partners. With all that going 
on, there are so many different focuses for the event to have. We're going to be 
working with the Quality California people on educating our audience on AB 205; 
we're going to be working with the chorus and the band and all those others 
celebrating their 25th anniversaries. We're working with Gilbert Baker, the creator 
of the flag, to have a quarter-mile flag in the parade. But that’s what it’s all about: 
deciding that we can do all that and honour those anniversaries. It’s important to 
do so because, in historical terms, we're still a young movement and we have to 
recognize those anniversaries. Once we recognize them 
and build them into our culture, it helps us with our 
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| from previous mission because it instills a sense of pride, of commu- 
Pes nity, of longevity. 

Outlooks: In terms of preparation, when the tents come down this year will you 
commence work on Pride 2004? 


Witherington: [Laughs] We've already started on next year! It kind of overlaps 
now. We're already talking to potential celebrity grand marshals and performers for 
2004. In June, prior to this year’s event, we will have concluded some of our 
sponsorship arrangements for 2004 for next year—particularly with some members 
of our local hotel 
| community. It takes a 
4} good month to “mop up” 
after the event, pay the 
bills, do the evaluation, 
have the debriefing 
meetings and all that kind 
= of stuff. August is our 

a “quiet month” and then 
in September we're 
| ramping up with non- 
profit things like 
~ elections, AGMs, member- 
ship [issues]. It’s pretty 
much year ‘round, 
although we're fortunate to have “two- 
and-a-half” employees year ‘round—one 
part-time and two full-. For six months 
of the year we have seven to ten staff 
members and a volunteer board of twelve to fifteen working year ‘round on the 
event. We also have a significant volunteer core of seventy-five to 100 and, on the 
event weekend, we have approximately |,500 volunteers. The event itself involves 
1,700-1,800 “staff”, if you will, both volunteer and compensated. It’s quite a task 
force of people. Mind you, a lot of our volunteers have been involved for quite a 
long time, so they kind of just pick up the reins and do what they do. 


Vitherington (left) and his partner fim, on 
ne day of their committment ceremony, 
eing interviewed by San Francisco Mayor 
illie L. Brown Jr. on Mornings on 2 


Outlooks: What is the best thing about your job? 


Witherington: | think the best thing is being in a position to witness the most 
amazing things in our community—the courage and commitment that exists. The 
ability to put things aside and come together. It’s an amazing vantage point from 
which to see that... and also to kind of help make it all happen. W 


Photos in this story provided by Teddy Witherington 
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Apollo Golf 
Heather Glen Golf Course 
Starts Wednesday June 11, 2003 
Tee Time - 5:30pm 
Apollo Members $25.00 - Non Members $27.00 
First payment of 4 nights is required 
Check out our website for more details 


ary | 
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Apollo Annual General Meeting 
September 16th, 2003 7:00 pm 


OLD Y Centre 223 12 Ave SW 
$5.00 off Apollo membership to first 


time new members who bring this 
ad to the AGM 


check out our website for more details 
www.apollocalgary.com 


Apollo Tennis 
West Hillhurst Racquet Center 
1940 6 ave NW 
Starts May 15th 7 pm -9 pm 
every Thursday evenings until Sept 19th 
Season Fees -$35.00 Apollo members 
$50.00 Non-members 
Drop in fees $3 for AM and $5 for NM 
Check out our website for more details 


Tennis 
Anyone? 


Look for our Fall sports returning in September 2003 
Bowling 
Badminton 
Curling 
Volleyball 
Check out our web site for 


those dates, time and locations 
www. apollocalgary.com 


Apollo's Appreciation Dance for Apollo Membership 
coming this August TBA 


Apollo Softball 
Q's on First? 

Every Friday at 7 pm Starts May 23rd 
Sunnyside Hillhurst Community Center 
1320 -5th Ave NW 
Season Fees 
$30 for Apollo members 
Drop in Fees $3 Apollo members 
$5 non-members 
Check our website out for more details 
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A colourful line-up 


By David King 


Compared to. other 
Canadian queer film fests 
Calgary’s Fairy Tales is but § 
a toddler, and as it} 
celebrates its fifth © 
birthday, Alberta’s only | 
queer film event is feeling 
the growing pains. 


“It’s a tough sell here,” 
says festival producer 
Brenda Lieberman of the sane 
“rep” GLBT material can have in smaller centres like ‘Calgary “If they weren’t part 
of a gay and lesbian festival, people would otherwise go to these films and rent 
them—I don’t know how many times I’ve been asked if we’re showing X-rated films.” 

Indeed, Calgary’s line-up this year is as clean cut as they come. As Lieberman 
adds, Alberta’s classification system commended the festival’s selections this year, 
which include eight screening packages of shorts, features and documentaries. 
Nevertheless, the festival’s spring fundraising screening of The Cockettes didn’t cut it 
attendance-wise, presenting an uncertain forecast for any fairy tale. 

“We want a higher production value this year,” says Lieberman. “| think we need 
more of an independent filmgoer audience, and topics that appeal to more people, 
with good performances—just good film.” 

Considering the comparatively small size and scope of the three-day event, 
Lieberman is jumping hurdles to make this year’s festival a winner. For starters, she’s 
doubling advertising, increasing program distribution and augmenting the festival's 
marketing to straight audiences. She’s also managed to round up television sponsor- 
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ship for the first time and 
provide advance ticket sales. 
Most importantly, the festival’s 
been moved to a weekend, and 
just prior to Calgary Pride 
festivities to avoid conflicts. 


“We were always at the end 
of Pride as one of the major 
events,’ says Lieberman, “and 
© the Saturday night particularly 
conflicted.” 


As Lieberman admits, Fairy 
| Tales still needs to address a 
few water-under-the-bridge 
issues it has with Pride for 
now relying heavily on support 
from the Calgary Society of 
Independent Filmmakers. In 
the meantime, she’s thrilled about this year’s line-up, and the new schedule makes 
distribution a little easier when on the shiny red heels of Toronto’s InsideOut fest. 


Two images from the film Italy’s Days, which will make 
its Calgary debut at the Fairy Tales Film Festival 


Toronto audiences may recognize a few of the festival’s feature titles. 
Programming includes Italy’s Days, a realism-heavy story of life with HIV. The dream- 
like, U.K.-based film A.K.A. deals with a working class youth whose charade as a rich 
boy takes him to France. A comedy described as “stereotypes with pipe smoking 
lesbians and screaming queens”, Scandanavia’s romantic comedy Shake It All About 
also tops the list. 


And, along with the refreshing increase in lesbian features this year (Benzina, My 
Mother Likes Women), Fairy Tales continues to curate a creative line-up of documen- 
tary and short package screenings. Documentaries include South Africa’s Simon & I, 
an in-depth view of the country’s social activism, as well as Solo, a tongue-in-cheek 
take on the search for love by Montréal artist Atif Siddiqi. 


Lieberman has little info on the festival’s non-Albertan package of shorts, Lock Up 
Your Sons and Daughters. Nevertheless, the series of humourous, anti-gay films from 
the 1950s-90s boasts an impressive list of titles, including 
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GLCSA wishes everyone a 
Happy Pride for 2003 
& reminds everyone to play safe and 
have fun. 
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“There's definitely been a growth in attendance,” observes Lieberman,“but | don’t | iy Arbor 


know how astronomical it is. This year’s line-up is way more colourful than usual, 
and | think the features will appear to a larger audience. What we need is to get rid Fu er | 


of our straight audience's fear that it’s not for them.” 


Fairy Tales International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival runs June 5, 6, 7 at the Globe 
Cinema. Tickets are available through Ticketmaster, Rainbow Pride Resource Centre 
or at the door. For more information log on to their site at: www.fairytalesfilm- 
fest.com or call (403) 205-4747. W 
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' Battle for 
dawn’s early light 


yore oA 


By Brad Malmberg 


Never known for enjoying a good 
time (and if so, it’s a scandal), politicians 
and lawmakers are trying to spoil the 
fun for everyone else in Canada’s party 
capital, judging from recent legislation 
tabled to restrict the operations of 
afterhours clubs here. 


For reasons unknown, the 
Arrondissement de Ville-Marie has 
introduced a bill that will limit the 
number of afterhours clubs operating 
within downtown Montréal to two. 
With a capacity of approximately 1|,000 
persons each, this results in an obvious 
maximum of 2,000 people able to go out on 
any given Saturday night in a city of approx- 
imately 3.5 million. In addition, the law will limit the clubs to being no closer than one 
kilometre away from each other, which would mean that one of the two existing after- 
hours clubs operating in the proposed zone, Stereo and Aria, would be forced to close 
or move elsewhere. Further, the size of the clubs would be reduced from the current 
2,000 square meters to 1,000. There is also talk of a restriction in the hours of opera- 
tion of the afterhours, possibly requiring them to close at 6 a.m. With Montréal’s summer 
lineup of festivals, including the world-renowned Jazz Fest and Divers/Cité’s Gay Pride 
week, as well as October’s Black and Blue party, the timing of this legislation couldn’t be 
worse. 


“Let us express ourselves, let us dance: ] 
protestor at the Public Assembly of Conseil 
dArrondissement de Ville-Marie 


“It makes no sense!” exclaims an exasperated Caroline Rousse. As Manager of 
External Affairs for the BBCM Foundation, producer of the Black and Blue event, she is 
sure to remind me that she speaks not on behalf of BBCM, but as a resident of the 
affected area. “Why do we want to cut something that is going well?! You get tourists to 
come into town just for that, and they’re spending money—what’s wrong with that? It 
draws people into our city, and if we stop it, they're going to go somewhere else. There's 
no point spending all that money to do an event and end it at six in the morning.” 


Indeed, last year’s Divers/Cité celebration saw hundreds of thousands of tourists 
converge upon the city from all across North America, with the pockets of their 
obscenely tight pants stuffed with money saved for the kind of joyous debauchery for 
which Montréal is renowned. 


In fact, Rousse is in charge of public relations for a new non-profit group called Collectif 
Montréal La Nuit, which includes club owners, promoters and residents, recently formed 
to fight this sucker-punch from the city. So far, it’s been like trying to hit a moving target. 


“We had one week to take care of everything,” explains Rousse. “We found out 
Tuesday and they were passing the law that [following] Monday, so we needed twelve 
signatures per zone, and it took the City of Montréal forty-eight hours to get us the map. 
Then, it was just a bunch of squares, but with no streets shown—I couldn’t even find Ste- 
Catherine on it! It’s crazy. We'd call and ask them, ‘Ok | live on this street, what zone am 
| in?’ and they couldn’t tell us!” 


One of the problems was that the zone described by the city, which extended from 
Atwater to Papineau streets, and the St. Lawrence River to Sherbrooke street, was in fact 
several zones, which led to confusion on both sides as to just who was eligible to sign the 
petition for which zone. Much of this confusion is owing to the bureaucracy of the city’s 
merging of all the burroughs, which has been messy and caused scores of problems. 


At a recent meeting of the Ville-Marie council, more than 100 people showed up to 
protest the proposal. The next step is likely to be a costly referendum (merci, M. 
Taxpayer) to decide the fate of the afterhours and the people that frequent them. What 
will surely follow is a legal battle that will require the help of lawyers—and fundraising 
will obviously be necessary. The first events are the weekend of parties from June 5-8 in 
clubs more than willing to donate their time and resources to help in a fight they deem 
worthwhile for both the community and the city at large. 


So what’s the reasoning behind the restrictions, which seem a bit Orwellian relative to 
the freedom Montréal has thus far enjoyed and to which it owes much of its reputation 
as a place to go for fun and excitement? After all, to see what happens to a city in which 
over-regulation creates stagnation and an oft quoted, tourism-squashing title like “No-Fun 
City”, one need only look at Vancouver. Could it be that a few cranky residents near Ste- 
Catherine Street hoping to turn their neighbourhood into a little piece of the suburbs 
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downtown can spoil the party for everyone 
else? 


Someone | know sees Stereo from his 
“| window, and he says he hears nothing at all. 
If he hears anything, it’s people coming out 
of clubs drunk at three in the morning. If it 
happens, it’s isolated cases. I’m not going to 
say there’s no noise, but you have to expect 
some if you live near Ste-Catherine. A lot 
of people move here because of that. The 
idea of hoofing a club full of people out into 
the street at 6 a.m. seems a lot less logical 
than allowing them to filter out quietly over 
the course of the morning. 


If it’s drugs the city is trying to target, it makes more sense to keep partiers together 
in a controlled atmosphere that can be monitored, rather than disperse them to places 
unknown. And that’s not to say all people that go to afterhours use drugs. 


Says Rousse, “Yes, indeed, there is a rave culture, and some people just don’t know 
about it, and | think they should before they start judging people and say it’s just a bunch 
of drug addicts. It’s not true.” 


Discriminating against a large and active community because it’s not one that is easily 
identified will not only be damaging economically to the city, it’s also part of a recent 
trend of civil rights infringements happening in North America in the name of the war on 
drugs. The topic has even been written about in publications like Salon.com’s article on 
anti-rave legislation in the U.S. (search term: “glowsticks”). It concerns not only those 
directly involved with club culture, but anyone concerned that government bodies and 
special interest groups are deciding with increasing control which kinds of fun are deemed 
permissible, and which are not. Whether Montréal, thought to be a stalwart defender of 
pleasure and the heathen healing pursuit of joie de vivre, will continue to do so remains to 
be seen. 


To sign the petition in favour of keeping Montréal’s afterhours vibrant, visit the site 
www.reseauvip.net/petition and make your thoughts known. W 


Brad Malmberg is an ex-Vancouverite and Calgarian who now lives in Montréal. 
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401 Main Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario 
(905) 523-7636 


OPEN 24 HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


@ highway 403 and exit on 
ass Dundurn Street, next is 


Dear Freddy, 


There’s this guy I’m sort of interested 
in’ but the truth is he could use a little 
“work”. He’s really cool and fun and 

quite cute, but I think he’d look better if 

he went to a tanning salon once in a while, 

got a few blond highlights and had his teeth 

bleached. Then he’d be perfect, the total 

package. The problem is, I just don’t know how to 

get this across to him—how do you make these kinds of suggestions without 
sounding too pushy? If you have any ideas I’d really like to hear them. 


K.L. 
Calgary 


P.S. ’'m a total catch, so my boyfriend should be, too 


| Dear K.L., 


It certainly sounds like your pal caught something, but it isn’t a “keeper” from where 
| | stand. Are you really looking to help him out or is this all about you? Do you honestly 
| believe that a few cosmetic enhancements will make this guy much happier with 
| himself? Hell, look at that fast-food fry cook from Extreme Makeover, the woman with 
the huge titties and the bright white teeth slaving over a hot grill all day. Life’s grand, 

ain’t it, Barbie? Poor dear—| bet her fake knockers sag like candles in the sun when 


and one with ketchup—it would have increased her productivity immeasurably. 
Ummm... anyway, back to you, Mr. Shallow. Here’s the deal: you’ve found yourself a 
| “fixer-upper” boyfriend and want to help him invest in his looks. Look, if he gets all that 
| done (so that he’s cool, fun and all tarted-up to be more than quite cute), his market 
| value will increase and he'll probably get snatched up by someone hotter than you. My 
| advice: chop your highlights off, drink lots of coffee so your teeth discolour, let your tan 

fade and work on having a better personality. Then you'll be perfect for each other. A 
| final word of wisdom: please drive carefully, sweetheart; life is a two-way street. 


Much love, 
Fred 


Dear Freddy, 

A couple I know has invited me to take part in a threesome with them 
(?’'ve done threesomes before, just not with them) but there’s a real 
problem. The thing is, one of them is really hot and I’m totally attracted to 


him and the other one is not-so-hot but a really nice guy. I’m worried that 


get mad and it’ll cause problems. | don’t want this to happen because they 
are very cool together and | don’t want to be the source of some big 


tempt fate? Help! 


TrulyTempted 


CLOTHING FRAGRANCES 
GIFTS JEWELLERY 


E MUSIC PRIDE ITEMS 
SEX AIDS SOUVENIRS 


4 ~\ 
MART 1148 DAVIE ST 


VANCOUVER BC 
1 877 429 6278 


she’s working the lunch rush. It’s a pity they couldn’t have filled one boob with mustard | 


and | don’t know what to do. I’m not nervous or intimidated or anything | 


Vill pay too much attention to the guy I’m into and then his boyfriend will | 


“domestic incident”. Should I try it anyway or just beg-off politely and not 


Dear Truly, 


Hmmm—t'd say you must be truly tempting if this couple has invited you into their 
conjugal bed. Got a nekkid pic you could send me? Nevermind. Anyway, the way | see 
it is that these people have invited you over for a fun romp—maybe more than one if 
you perform well. | don’t think they would have asked if there was a chance that your 
“hogging the hottie” would jeopardize their situation. Put it this way: don’t flatter 
yourself, honey, you are likely not their first and they're obviously better at this than you 
are. So you jump in and have some fun—big deal; it’s not a marriage, it’s a three-way. 
Quit over-analyzing it. Besides, as a gay man you have a million excuses for bailing out 
on a sexual encounter, so if it gets ugly (or ugly gets you) try to bow out gracefully. So 
one’s cute and one’s not—whatever. Think of it as one of those Clinique bonuses you 
pick up for one of your “hags” when you're buying moisturizer: she may not like the 
shade of lipstick included, but everything else is fine... and free! Besides, Mr.-Not-So- 
Hot is probably a demon in the sack; how do you think he landed—and kept—such a 
hot boyfriend? So go get ‘em, Tiger! 


Kisses on your pink parts, 
Freddy 
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1610 - 1OTH Street 
Calgary, Alberta 
403:244.7750 


www.timothys.com 
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By John Ayres 
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Amuse Bouche 
Written By: Anthony Bidulka 


Publisher: Insomniac Press 


It used to be considered decidedly uncool 
to embrace anything Canadian or step 
outside the Canuck cultural inferiority 
complex. True, most CTV and CBC prime- 
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time dramas are pale imitations of their U.S. 
counterparts and “comedies” like Air Farce are 
about as funny as syphilis, but there is 
something to be said for taking owner- 
ship—and pride—in what is truly ours. Given 
the situation below the 49th and beyond, 
there could not be a better time to say “l am 
Canadian” in a non-cheesy-beer-commercial 
kind of way. 


It goes without saying, then, that | was 
thrilled to receive a copy of Anthony Bidulka’s 
first novel Amuse Bouche, a gay detective tale 
based not in Toronto or Vancouver, but good 
ol’ Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. And, even 
though it has all the trappings of a “proper” 
detective novel, the lead character, Russell 
Quant, in tone and temperament never 
ceases to be anything but a nice young man 
from the prairies. Where other authors will 
begrudgingly set a story in a Canadian city 
that could “sub” for an American metropolis 
(Vancouver for L.A.; Toronto for Chicago or 
New York), Bidulka almost defiantly plants his 
foot on native soil, embracing and elevating 
the things that make Saskatoon 
“Saskatoonish”, all without apology or embel- 
lishment. The end result is charming, in a 
familiar, down-home kind of way. (At this 
point | must admit that | was hooked when, 
on the second page of chapter one, Bidulka’s 
protagonist charged GST on a client invoice. 
Canadian Club rye and clamato juice also 
make it into the pages of Amuse Bouche.) 


In this debut novel, promised to be only the 
first in a series, Bidulka introduces readers to 
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his “main man”, private eye Russell Quant. In 
a departure from his very routine routine, our 
protagonist is hired away from banal searches 
for missing casserole dishes (among other 
things) and sent out on a quest to find a 
missing gay groom. His client, Harold Chavell, 
is a wealthy local businessman whose partner- 
to-be went AWOL on the eve of their 
commitment ceremony and now Chavell 
wants—rather, needs—to find out why. 
Initially, his curiosity and wealth sends Quant 
on a goose-chase (or is that groom-chase?) to 
the honeymoon destinations Chavell and his 
betrothed had previously booked in France. 
When it is revealed that his quarry “does not 
want to be found”, Chavell acknowledges 
defeat and calls the detective off the case. 
Once home, however, several nagging 
questions trouble Quant and he elects to 
pursue the matter on his own time. The 
ensuing investigation draws an eclectic collec- 
tion of characters into the detective’s once- 
quiet world, not to mention a 
fishmonger’s-worth of red herrings. 


Through its narrator, Amuse Bouche 
demonstrates quite handily that you can take 
the boy out of the country but you can’t take 
the country out of the boy. The detective's 
reflections on his travels, in and out of 
Canada, have a great sense of folksiness to 
them, and the local colour provided is a 
constant source of delight. In his casual, first- 
person voice, Bidulka’s Quant is a wonderfully 
“comfortable” raconteur; you can almost tell 
when the author lifts his hand from the 
keyboard in order to mask a sly aside to the 


Anthony Bidulk: 


coming soon to ac 


Anthony Sidulka 


reader, so committed is he to fleshing out the 
character. The ease with which he tells his 
tale makes the pages slide by almost imper- 
ceptively as the story unfolds and, at a breezy 
268 pages, | must say the whole thing unfolds 
very quickly. Now, how are things coming on 
book two, Mr. Bidulka? 


If | were to offer one criticism, it would be 
that Amuse Bouche's large cast of “side” 
players, at times, conspires to work against 
the rather brisk pace of Bidulka’s plot. For 
the most part, though, they are sufficiently 
drawn as minor characters go, although as a 
reader | found they were too numerous to 
keep track of over the course of the novel. 
Often | found myself flipping several 
pages—or even chapters—back just to 
confirm a relationship or dynamic between 
Quant and his associates. There is also an 
unfortunate run of clichés in chapter four, 
although | suspect their presence could have 
been intentional, a device to reinforce the 
“outsider” status of our prairie detective 
while he travelled through the French 
countryside. 


Overall, however, Amuse Bouche is a fun, 
quick (and best of all), Canadian-friendly 
read—great for lazy summer days or the 
perfect distraction from a hot and nasty trip 
on a bus or commuter train. Anthony 
Bidulka’s doing his bit to support and 
promote Canadian culture; now it’s up to you 
to grab a copy of his debut novel and do the 
same. W 
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future covers and Don’t You Wish? 
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Sock it to me! 


By David Crosson 


Know the cliché about how one sock always goes 
missing from the dryer on laundry day? well, in the 
case of a gravel-voiced guy named Ed, it wasn’t so 
much a case of going missing as setting his own 
course in life. As a MuchMusic personality, he has 
inspired quite a following, particularly given his no- 
holds-barred attitude when it comes to talking 
about music and the people who make it (or at 
least participate in the industry). His annual Fromage 
video reviews are widely considered the kind of 
television people capture on tape and leave to 
friends in their will, and any event is always made 
richer by his presence. Though not gay 
himself, Ed has proven to be quite a champion 
for GLBT rights, as evidenced in several of his 
website's EDitorials. For more on the man—er, 
sock—and his views, Outlooks caught up with 
Ed recently in an exclusive e-interview. 
Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Ed the Sock... 


Outlooks: You recently shocked your fans 
when you delivered a farewell EDitorial regarding 
your resignation from Ed’s Big Wham Bam; could 
you briefly outline your reasons for this—as well as 
mention any future plans you have—for our 
readers? 


Ed the Sock:The show had my name on 
it, but | was on it for maybe twenty to 
twenty-five percent of the time, the rest 


esthetix centre 


A DIVISION OFTHE COSMETIC LASER WEIN CENTRE 


4 
choice... 


Botox 
Laser Hair Removal 
Liposculpture 


Body Bronzing 
Spider & Varicose Veins 
Hair Transplantation 


No referrals needed 


Safe - Effective - Affordable 
Dr. Louis Grondin, Medical Director 


Ath floor, (403) 802-3809 


1504 - 15Ave. S.W., Calgary 
www.cosmeticlaservein.com 


34 June 2003 


OUTLEQKS 


being eaten up by supposed “news” and crappy videos | was forced to play due to content 
restrictions. It just felt dishonest selling that to my audience as “my show’”’. Plus, it was 
just becoming too routine, and I’m not about being “routine”. My new Much show, if 
things work out as planned, will launch in July and be a one-hour skewering of the bulls*** 
inherent in pop culture and the music industry. Plus, it looks like I'll be launching a radio 
show, and will use my time to finish the movie script everyone’s been hounding me for. 
And there are other projects | can’t mention yet. Also, my late-night show continues to 
kick Letterman’s and Leno’s ass every Friday night, and I'll be continuing with the 
stomping. 

Outlooks: You've been seen proudly sporting your ‘heterosoxual’ T-shirt at gay Pride in 
Toronto, schmoozing with the crowd; do you think it’s important for straight people to 
get out, mingle with the ‘mos and see what the event’s all about? 


Ed the Sock: | think it’s better for straight people to interact with gays and lesbians 
in the real world; that’s the only way to see that prejudices are based on false stereotypes 
and assumptions. | think the Pride parade is a bad example. The parade is a loud, fairly 
obnoxious show that highlights the most extreme aspects of the gay community and 
reinforces stereotypes and the sense of “otherness”. While it’s great for gays to get out 
and celebrate themselves, | think it’s a poor way to build bridges to people who believe 
gay people are weird and too distant to relate to. And for god’s sake, put on a shirt. 


Outlooks: What do you like best about people? 


Ed the Sock: That they watch my shows and make it possible for me to earn a living. 
And some take the time to consider the world around them and the people in it between 
sips of Starbucks and watching Friends. 


Outlooks: What's the worst thing about people? 


Ed the Sock: The fact that people are not much better now than they were in the 
dark ages—insecure shells given to tribalistic behaviour in a pathetic attempt to ‘belong’ 
and feel ‘normal’. All of which makes them willing sheep for anyone peddling half-baked 
ideas that feed to the crowd's hollow need for external validation. Plus, they often smell 
bad. 


Outlooks: Boxers, briefs or al fresco? 
Ed the Sock: Briefs. | don’t like to leave my boys hanging. 


Outlooks: If you were prime minister, what would you do to improve Canada, both 
domestically and on the world stage? 


Ed the Sock: Well, if | were prime minister, that would mean Chretien was gone—so 
Canada would already be better off. Rather than going into specific detail, I'll just say that 
I'd abandon outdated concepts like “right wing” or “left wing” and look at solutions that 
make sense for the particular circumstance. In other words, I'll never be prime minister. 


Outlooks: If you would be so kind, please share briefly your thoughts on adoption by 
gay or lesbian parents. 


Ed the Sock: Well, if people check out the EDitorials section of my website 
[www.edthesock.com], they can read my opinions at greater length—and | know 
greater length can be important to gay men. But if you're too frikkin’ lazy to surf the ‘net, 
here it is in a nutshell: parents are people who love and guide a child and sacrifice to raise 
to them. Period. Sexual orientation is no barrier to that. Sure, the kids may get razzed 
in school—but kids get razzed in school for having the ‘wrong’ sneakers. And gay parents 
won't make a kid gay. First of all, even if they could, so what? Being gay isn’t evil. But being 
gay isn’t learned behaviour—there’s nothing you could ‘teach’ me that could make me get 
a rise over some guy's package. I’m just not wired that way. Parents need to set an 
example for their children of how a loving, respectful, co-operative relationship works... 
and if anyone thinks heterosexuals have a monopoly on that, explain to me why child 
abuse figures in straight families are so sickeningly high. 


Outlooks: Do you think gay marriage would help revive the institution, to some 
extent? 


Ed the Sock: Who says the ‘institution’ is in need of revival? More straight couples 
marry than don’t. In any case, that’s a lame excuse for making gay marriage legal. Gay 
marriage should be legal because we are a secular society and the basis for opposition to 
gay marriage is religious in nature. And that’s just bulls***. Love is genderless—and state- 
sanctioned marriage should be as well. 


Outlooks: How’s the love life? If the ‘Ladies’ gallery on your website is any indication, 
you seem to get “Bronski’d” by large breasts on a regular basis. 


Ed the Sock:Who the hell is Bronski and how did he get a sexual manoeuver named 
after him? And further—what the hell is it? Is that being squashed between funbags? 
Because women seem to want to put me there—! don’t ask why, | just enjoy the ride. 
Some of life’s mysteries are best left as such. And my love life is fine, | have the world’s 
largest penis extension: a TV show. 


Outlooks: According to Ed: hottest acts in current music? 


Ed the Sock: Depends what you mean by “hottest’? 
Do you mean, which act has enough store-bought hype 
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j from previous and record-company marketing Ed the Sock:Why do they give a s**** what | have to say? Okay, in case you're right 
: behind it to convince the and they do: keep fighting for the cause and to break down stereotypes and stigmas 
rubes that they represent a surrounding being GLBT. You're right—you are our friends, neighbours, siblings, co- 
transcendent musical experience? Or which ones are workers, parents... but when you ride around a penis-shaped float wearing leather chaps 
actually good? The two aren't the same. For example, that let your ass hang out, you're not doing anything to show how mainstream being gay 
Toronto's Point Blank are legitimate rappers from Regent really is.So quit it! W 
Park, a real ‘hood. But since they are the real deal and aren’t 
sanitized for Wal-Mart sensibilities, they aren't getting the — 
break they deserve. Real talent often goes 
unrewarded in favour of pliable media 
constructs. 


Products from 
Nature’s Wonder Plant 


Outlooks: Ditto, but sub “crappiest” for Calgary’s Original Hemp Store 


“hottest”’. 


Ed the Sock: t.A.T.u is a huge hunk of s**. 
They are a perfect example of what | was saying 
above. They can’t sing worth crap, but “Ooooh, 
they're lesbians”. Kind of—enough to sell the sizzle 
of safe lesbianism to repressed mall shoppers. No 
musical legitimacy at all, but they reach the top ten. 
Canadian posers like Shawn Desman—can just 
anyone who thinks they can rap get an album deal? | 
guess so—if they’re white. JLo is overrated and so 
full of s**** her hair is brown. | can also do without 
boy-band shrapnel Nick Carter and his insipid 
brother,Aaron. And Justin Timberlake is just an out- 


aHEMP@RIUMs> 


926A - 17th Ave S.W. 


Ed showing off his “Bling” 


beat 
and-out fraud. How does a white boy from Florida raised in the Mickey Mouse Club dare ave risers. 


to pretend he’s got street cred? 


Outlooks: Is there any message you'd like to send out to the GLBT community during They make Outlooks possible. 


this season of Pride? 


NO... £ WAS JUST So TiRED 
WHEN 1 GOT BACK --AND THEN T 
HAD ScHOoL THE NEXT MoRN- 
ING... AND L HAO, LIKE, A 

MAJOR ASSIGNMENT DUE... 


You KEPT PUTTIN’ OFF GETTIN’ 
TOGETHER, I STARTED TO 
THINK MAYBE You WERE 
AVOIDING ME oR SOMETHING. 


OH MAN, IT'S iTS -- UH— GREAT 
$0 GOOD To S€€ You 100, 


OO ae Ne Oar 


Support Outlooks 
and you support gay 


A. NEUWIRTH 


A Few pays AFTER 
HIS UPSTATE WEEKEND 
FLING, A Quitty Sky 
HOOKS UP WITH 
CHRIS ... 


YEAH, SURE, DUDE... 
I KNOW you were 
WITH YouR OTHER 
BoYFRIEND! 


YES, | would like to subscribe to 


GOuTL¢E 


(2003 HANSON+ NEUWIRTH 


I 
I 
5 : I : 

CHRIS, WAIT... T-~- IZ ME Too. © KNOW You MUST’VE ‘pou 

CAN'T. THERE'S SOMETHIN’ FELT AS LONELY up THERE As Address: 

Z WAVE To TELL You, I FELT BACK HERE. I 
I 

SURE, BABY- - ycity: Prov: 

WHAT i5 (1 7? J Postal Code: 
I | have enclosed a cheque for $25.00 in Canada CJ 
For $35.00 outside Canada O 
| or please bill my: VISA " 0 fesere O 
l OP inerrcvonsren Route [J 


1 Account Number: —__ 


CHELSEABOYS. COM 


% wy Expiry Date: I y 

By ie : 

ZA. Signature: Bez 

= Your copy will be mailed in a plain envelope for confidentiali 
MAIL TO: Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave SW Calgary, Alta. T2T 0B2 


| CREDIT CARD ORDERS: Fax: (403) 228-7735 + Phone: (403) 228-1157 
Outside Calgary Toll-Free: 1-888-228-1157 
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LETTERS Sea 


Dear Outlooks, 

| love reading Dear Freddy—are these real questions or just made up? Either way, 
it’s a real hoot. 

Also, how about reviewing movies that are not XXX rated? There are lots of 
movies on video in the gay genre. Most are bad but | figured a way to pick out the 
really good ones: all the stars are straight and have real television gigs! | saw Broken 
Hearts Club and Big Eden and both are good Hollywood movies. If | see one more 
exploitative gay film produced on a $10,000 budget, I’m gonna scream. Otherwise, 
it’s a great mag; keep up the great effort. 


James S. 
Via e-mail 


The Editor Responds: 

I will pass your compliments on to Freddy, who can be found dishing out 
wisdom (and sometimes just “dishing”) on page 36 this month. FYI: our 
pal Fred has quite a roster of devoted “patients”, many of whom write him 
on a monthly basis. While it seems odd that so many of the same people 
have that much strife in their life on a regular basis, | know he’s always 
glad to be of service. Who knew there were so many masochists out there 
just waiting for abuse?! 

As far as reviews of mainstream movies go, we have done them quite 
regularly over our six-year history, including the Dean-Cain-as-a-bottom 
vehicle Broken Hearts Club. In fact, in this issue John Ayres takes a look at 
the Argentine film Burnt Money—you can check it out on page 25. Many 
thanks for your kind comments. 


Dear Outlooks, 


In early May | received a phone call from a local straight-owned and operated 
tabloid paper that stated they were selling ads in the “Official Pride Guide”. | was a 
little amazed by this, so | called Co-chair for Pride Calgary, Keith Purdy, who 


« 


Solstice 


oe 


Billavell 


“refi: 


MR. EDMONTON LEATHER CONTEST 


ps 


Northern cha 


P—) 
= 
2 
oe 
Ee 
= 
4 
= 
SS 
= 
§ 
& 
23 
= 
3 
= 
eS 
ra 
S 
ce 
£ 
pe 
S 
i=} 
= 
= 
= 
a 
o 
# 
— 
So 
— 
= 
— 
= 
a) 
Ved 


ae 


a 
Y 


The Quest Continues 


June 14, 2003 at 8:00 pm 


Hellenic-Canadian Community Hall j 
10450 116th Street, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 


Tickets $15.00 (non-Chaps members) 
$10 (Chaps members) at: 


i”. 


* Buddys Nite Club - |1725B Jasper Ave (Saturday Nights !Opm - Midnight) 
* Pride Video - 10121-124 Str 

* B&D Emporium - 9652 Jasper Ave 

* Sugar Baw! & illusion Computer Service - 10724-124 St 


Northern Chaps Black Solstice Events 


June t3th * Meet-the-Meat at The Roost Nite Club, 9:00 pm 

June 4th © Black Solstice & Mr. Edmonton Leather 2003, 8:00 pm. 
After Party at Buddy’s Nite Club (after Midnight) 

June {Sth © Survivor's Brunch at The Garage, | 1:00 am 
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promptly told me that the board had decided three or four months ago that the 
tabloid could publish the Pride Guide because it was offering Pride Calgary the guide 
for free. Then in the same conversation, | was told that Outlooks could also print an 
Official Pride Guide, if they so chose. 

Two “Official Pride Guides”?! Why would they do this? Is it possible? | am really 
amazed at the shortsightedness of Pride Calgary. | hope they realize that they are 
helping to weaken and split the community. As with everything in life, nothing is free: 
the tabloid will sell ads (and take money out of our community) in order to put their 
Pride Guide together. How much money does Pride Calgary think the community 
has? As an advertiser in the community | know | only have a limited budget and 
therefore can’t afford to support two “Official Pride Guides”. 

| believe if we have resources in our community, that we feel are of value and want 
to keep, we need to support them. Therefore, | will be placing my ad in Outlooks, to 
support our community-based paper. | hope that the Pride Calgary Board of 
Directors will review this (and other future decisions) and begin to make their 
decisions based on helping to build a stronger community, not weaken it. 


Sincerely, 


James Faulkner 
Past Co-chair, Pride Calgary (1996 -1997); 
President, Stepping Out Dinner & Social Club 


The Editor Responds: 

Whether we’re considered “official” or “unofficial”, our national Pride 
guide can be found in this edition of Outlooks and features listings and 
Web links for celebrations all across Canada, including Calgary. It appears 
immediately following our enclosed Outlooks Vancouver edition in this 
month’s issue and we hope it is of use to all our readers from coast to 
coast. 


Dear Outlooks, 

My name is Talecha, although many might know me as “The Coffee Princess”. For 
the past three-and-a-half years | have worked at GrabbaJabba/Timothy’s [| 0th Street 
location] and throughout that time | have seen the many friendly faces of people who 
welcomed me into their lives. | now have countless memories that | will look back 
on fondly for the rest of my life. 

On May 21st, 2003, my employment at Timothy’s ended and | am writing this letter 
because | did not get a chance to say goodbye to all my adorable—and 
adoring!—customers. | would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every 
one of you who put a smile on my face and made my job such a delight. You guys are 
all awesome and | will miss you very much. Good luck and take care! 

Sincerely, 

Talecha 

AKA “The Coffee Princess” 


le your address and phone number. All letters 


please, no more than 400 words. Write to: 
Outlooks 

Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 

17th Ave. SW, Calgary, AB 

T2T OB2 

or email: 

editor@outlooks.ca 
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TORONTO'S ORIGINAL 


LEATHER/DENIM CRUISE BAR 
AG7 CHURCH STREET - 416 412 1219 
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DONT YOU WISH? 


This single 22-year-old 

IT professional is glad 

summer is finally here. 

When hess not in the 

office, Shanme..enjoys 

biking, theatre and . 
travelling. 
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==Www.pria pe.col 


cataiogue Na 
Ask for your free copy 
1-800-461-6969 


Official Financial Consultant 
to Outlooks Magazine 


gE. Colleen Hanna 


Celebrating Pride 
with the 
Gay Community 


Call for a free assessment of your 
financial situation 
Partners In Planning Financial Services 


Official Sponsor to 
ARGRA 


UR CARDS STICKERS 


SHIRTS. 
TONE QWATCH BOOKS 


= CLUBCARD. 


604.801.6364 WWW.CLUBCARD.CA 100-1252 BURRARD ST. VANCOUVER, BC 
OUTSIDE VANCOUVER CALL TOLL FREE 1.866.801.6364 


MISTAKES? 


HINGS GO WRONG, © 
NDERSTANDING LAWYER 


YOU NEED AR 


COURTNEY SEBREE 
AARBO 
Barristers & Solicitors 
1138 Kensington Road NW, 


Calgary, Alberta 
571-5120 


Proud sponsors of ARGRA, 
GLCSA, Calgary Men's Chorus and 


Come join us for 


Atlantic 
Ocean 
wat PBouacan PURSE 

so REP nic 
St niet Renae Seer hae 


AND NEVIS ts OUPE 
bo 
Caribbean Sea “siete 


Somewhere over the rainbow is your perfect 
holiday to Club Med ‘Y’ , Turks and Caicos 
in the sunny Caribbean. 


Be one of the first 20 people to book your trip 
and you'll have the chance to win your trip 
FOR FREE. 


(air not included) 


Exclusive Activities & Inclusions 
Special Offer Only Available 
At The Following Offices 


Thomas Cook, 
N.W. Calgary 
(403) 286-6582 


Marlin Travel, 
Erminskin, Edmonton 
(780) 463-4398 


Martin Travel, 
Park Royal, Vancouver 
(604) 922-9301 


Thomas Cook, 
Southgate Shopping Centre, 
Edmonton 

(7808) 438-3900 


Thomas Cook, 
South Calgary 
(403) 253-8494 


Thomas Cook, 
Victoria 

(250) 386-7574 
Marlin Travel, 


N.E. Calgary 
(403) 280-8393 


Thomas Cook, 
Stittsville, ON 
(613) 836-8728 


Thomas Cook, 

South Common, Edmonton 
(780) 438-3808 

Marlin Travel, 
D.T. Calgary 
(403) 263-2290 


Marlin Travel, 
Orangeville, ON 
(519) 942-9552 


Thomas Cook, 
Richmond Centre, Vancouver 
(604) 273-8844 


Thomas Cook, 
Edmonton Thomas Cook, 
Northgate Centre Kerrisdale, Vancouver 


(780) 476-3395 (604) 263-1841 


Marlin Travel 
OuTLEQKs 
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Jotn us for the 
Gay Pride 
Parade Party 2003 


Sunday June 8th 
From 11:00 am 
on the patio at Boston Pizza 
Happy Hour Prices all day 
& 10% of f menu items 
(1116 17 Ave. $.W.) 


OUTLOQKS 
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DINNER & SOCIAL CLUB 


Boston Pizza Royalties Limixed Partnership. ©Boston Pizza International Inc 2003 


Py Is YOUR Del 
Bs R : —. 


$4 advanced 
Nite Club $5 doar 


*(R(-gs be: raw ae f 4h *| 
L@SY ile L@QSY @S 4-263! 
Protect yourself against drink tampering. DrinkSafe™ personal test 
cards can detect the presence of commonly used date rape drugs 
GHB and Ketamine in alcoholic and non alcoholic drinks. When it’s 
this easy why take chances? Available in 2, 10 and 20 test packs. 


For more information email us at info@drinksafecanada.ca or visit our 
web site www.drinksafecanada.ca. 


Sunday 
June 22 


Puc dit vel 


Hot Crotch WEDNERHAVS 


POLAR ICE 


Vo Orr De Kee A 


Pride Pack includes: 
2 Tickets to "Reaching Up and Out" Pride Dance 
Dinner for 2 at Bodega Tapas Bar and Wine Cellar 
2 Polar icee Shirts, 2 Martini Glasses 
1 Bottie of Polar icee Vodka and Sour Pusse Sour Raspberry 


To enter to win visit 
contest@outliooks.ca 


1 oz Polar Icee Vodka, 1/2 oz Sour Pusse Sour Raspberry 
Top with pink lemonade and garnish with a lemon slice. 


*Enter for a chance to win. No purchase necessary. Must be of legal drinking age to participate. 
}_ Please visit contest@outiooks.ca to enter. Limit one entry per person, household, organization 
| of group. All entries must be received by June 14th - contest closing date. Random draw to be 
| held on June 14, 2003. For complete contest rules and regulations visit contest@outlooks.ca 
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OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


107 


100 - Employment 
office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
condos for rent 202 
shared accommoda- 
tions 203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations 
wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and artworks 
303 
computers 304 
general and miscella- 
neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


400 - Personals 
massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 
Escorts 411 


500 - 
Announcements 
birthdays 
anniversary 
obituary 
in memoriam 
notices 
general 
lost & found 
services 


600 - Travel 
accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
camping 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 


700- Business 
services 701 
business opportunity 702 
computer rental 703 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the eaveOnS the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forwar 


OUTLEQKS 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 


CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS 


TR 
VISA 


Diners Club 
International® 


en R« cite 


to the advertiser. 


gardening services 


204 


accommodation 


& $85-2 hour consultation 
Published, award winning gardener will 
consult; you save money by doing the work 
yourself! Specializing in perennials, trees, 
shrubs and vines hardy to Calgary. 
Deanna Dyck, Master Gardener 
(403) 230-7839 


109 


retail salesperson 


After Montreal and Toronto, Priape Inc. is 
now coming to Calgary. We are looking for 
experienced retail employees to join our 
team. Visit our web site at 
to get an idea of what we are all about. 

Please e-mail resume to: 
mlarochelle@priape.com 


203 


shared accommodation 


Roommate wanted to share large modern 
suite in Bridgeland. Fully Furnished. $400/ 
month plus damage deposit. Utilities 
included. Close to LRT. Call Denis (403) 
815-4189. 


Wanted: Roommate to share a 3 bedroom 
townhouse located at McKnight & 4 St. 
N.E. Calgary. W/D, dishwasher, fireplace. 
Pets negotiable. $400 + 1/2 utilities. 

Call (403) 274-2768 


1 Room available in Brentwood 
bungalow. Close to U of C and LRT. $500 
including utilities. Full details at www.pi- 
consulting.ca/roommate.html 
or call (403) 282-2808 


Kilamey - New | BDRM basement suite. 
Shared W/D, fireplace. $625/mo. including 
utilities + cable. N/S, no pets. 

(403) 240-3237 


Buy, Sell or Trade 
Take outa 
classified ad in 


Outlooks 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
“SF $40 - $100 per night 


| 11” Street 
| Lodging 
Bed and Breakfast 


UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 4 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 
P:// WWW. t1STREET.COM 


vacation rentals 


Vacation Rental 
Executive log home available for weekly 
rental at Sylvan Lake. Fully equipped 
kitchen, linens supplied, fireplace, gas BBQ, 
firepit, sauna, quiet location. 
Call (403) 241-3180 or (403) 616-3181 


304 


computers for sale 


Downtown Computer 
PC - Laptop - Repair, sell, new, used, free 
estimate. Used systems from $150. 
Downtown Vancouver at 1035 Davie. (604) 


682-5240. www.downtowncomputer.be.ca 


305 


Best Video and 
DVD for sale and 
rent! New releases 

and hard to find 

classics. Mail order 
too! 


Bonrtexed, 
eh 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, 
AB TS5K ONS. 


Ph:780-482:7480 


E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


401 


massage 


AROMAS 


Simply the Best 
Magnum 


Body Remedies Massage Clinic 
1011B-11 ave SW 
Help heal Body, Mind, & Spirit 
with a massage. 

A variety of techniques and treatments. 
M/F thereapists Reg &Lic. staff 
10:30-7:30 Mon-Sat 
walk-ins (403) 802-3744 


3/$69.95 
Rochefort 

3/$59.95 
Octane 


3/$49,95 
657, PST& POST. HOUDED 


In Toronto 418-868-7885 
outside the Toronto 
calling area 
1-808-886-6137 


OR SEND CERTIFIED CHEQUE OR 
MONEY ORDER TO: 


Aroma Intereatienal 
Bax 82 
552 Church Si. 
Toronta ON MAY 263 


CANADIAN ORDERS ONLY 
RUSH DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS 


Hawaiian Lomilomi Massage by friendly 
Australian guy. 1 or 1.5 hours of pure indul- 
gence. Great rates, student discount. Call 
Martyn at (403) 383-3690. 


Man to Man Private Relaxational 
Massage by a College Guy with great healing 
hands. New in town. In calls Hotels OK. Call 
Joe for Appointment. (403) 508-2641 


RELAX DURING PRIDE 
with a 
Professional Relaxation Massage 
Male to Male 
by Appointment Only 


WE'VE MOVED 
\NBOW PR; 


<— RESOURCE CENTRE 


2nd Fioor 
1229 - 16 Ave SW, Calgary 


Mon - Sat: 11 am to 10 pm 
Sun; 12 noon to 6 pm 


wv Adult Videos and Toys 
¥ Cards, Books, Magazines 
wv Pride Jewelery and Gifts 
v Community Bulletin Board 
(403) 266-5685 
rpride@telus.net 


10 years experience 


Professional Relaxation Massage 


Yogassage, Swedish, Shiatsu, Tantric, 
caiae! Healing Hands 


Daniel (403) 510-7572 
http://zaplin.com/maletomale 


Swedish Relaxation Massage 


In/out calls, male or female clients, private 
shower, hot oils. Unforgettable massage. Call 
Mike (403) 229-6885-Pager or 
www.calgary.masseur.com 


Massage, incalls. $35/Hr. Outcalls $55/Hr. 


WE TAKE PRIDE IN BEING YOUR (403) 230-3797 


SOURCE FOR GAY PRODUCTS FOR 
24 YEARS. 


402 


friends 


S repping QUT. 


DINNER & SOCIAL CLUB 


Rent: VHS or DVD 
$4.00 each or 3 for $10.00 
All four night rentals 
Buy: DVDs - $29.95, buy one get one FREE 
VHS - All boxed originals as low as $7.95ea' 
ADULT DEPOT Single? 
Too busy to meet someone? 
North Join us... 
3505 - 32 St. N.E. 
(403) 264-7399 


South 
626 - 58 Ave. S.E. 
(403) 258-2777 Add your name to our mailing list. 
ph:(403) 802-6115 


e-mail: james@steppingout.ca 


CURRENT DEADLINE: June 23rd, 2003 


Complete thi: and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 6. 
All ads oleae on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY fl 
a a 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


First 25 Words: $20.00 


a es | Pe | | et 
CE LT Entire cc in Bots $10.00 
: Headline: $10. 
tea | Tee | TE | es (ed) ee 
he Se a Nb Seer 
CODE ey tees: erecace 
Deine a) | ee | ee | ees saat” 
HOME PHONE: SUBTOTAL per month: 
mancocneesimoanonos amacuees WT [ARNT me] [Mmm tele th aa I ree 


3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 


a ee | 


VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB 
es se a a 
EXPIRY DATE: ADD 7% GST: 
SIGNATURE: a | ED | | | 
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OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


Central Toronto comfort guest house. From $60 
single/double. Walk to all gay attractions, T.V., phone, 


friends 


Wealthy mid-forties gay man. In good shape. Looking for 
young man 18-25 who wants to be treated royally. Must be 
cute and fun. Reply #0502 


YOU NEED A MASTER 
Experience Roman-style slavery in the 21st century! 
Experienced Master, strong B/D interest, located near 
Vancouver, has opening for youthful live-in slave under 35 
who will accompany Master on North American and Overseas 
travels. Also accepting part-time visitors exploring future 
possibilities. No e-mail. reply #1011 


Country boy seeking LTR to share ranch, farm or 
tradesman lifestyle. I’m 53, active, fit and trim, semi-retired, 
construction handiman and draftsman. Enjoy gardening, 
hiking, canoeing and travel. Want a hairy guy with hearty 
sexual appetite; comfortable on construction sites, shoveling 
manure or hiking mountain passes. Reply #0603. 


407 


general personals 


We are proud of our 

ever-growing family of 
delighted gay and 

lesbian couples united at 

home in Canada, and 

one of the highest 
success rates with same 
sex couples. Canadas new immigration 
regulations make expert guidance even more 
important than ever. Avoid time delaying and 
costly mistakes by working closely with a 
former Canadian Immigration and 
Citizenship Officer and friendly staff. We offer 
a full range of Immigration and Citizenship 
services: visa extensions, work and study 
permits, family sponsorship, and 
independent applications. Let us be your 
personal guide, providing professional care 
from start to finish. 
We only work with clients who we feel 
have the best chance of success. 

Your staff are true professionals and always 
willing to help FT. 

Call us today to discuss your situation. 
FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
538 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto 
ON M6C 1A4 (at St Clair West subway) 
416-651-8889 
email: info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
Director, Organization of Professional 
Immigration Consultants 


404 
dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! (403) 777- 
9494. Enter code 3200. 


private bath, patio, parking. 
Reservations call (416) 960-9788 
kevinn@attcanada.net 


Rental Suite - Vernon, B.C. Kalamalka Lake view 
Private furnished, cozy, clean. Ideal for 
single/double occupancy . $70 daily or $450 weekly 
Inquiries (250) 260-4485 
or email: wtwerry@shaw.ca 


travel Alberta 


Calgary's Favorite Gay B & B 


sfoxwood.com 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 
TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 
www.nlightsbnb.com 
email nlight69@hotmail.com 


Crossword solution... 
Puzzle on page 20 


joo} Jc] 


[| 


oo} =| >>} 
=| 
[2/2|<[S[<]o]e|—lo/<| 


b>] 9] W] oo Res 
A 


=| 
}o]— || cof] | foo c] efor 


}<|—|2]a/o]]o|c) 


N 
Vv 


BEDODDERE 


general personals 


MR KADER 


African Clairvoyant Medim 
BIRTH TALENT 
can help you to solve your couple problems, return of the’ 
loved, marriage, family problems, luck at games, exams, 
commercial difficulties, protection against danger. 
Quick and 100% Guaranteed Results in ONE week 


403-261-1747 


x, 


ALBERTA 


HENS ONS 


Wf 17-9499 


toll free 1-877-882-2011 


the teleguide to the Gay & Lesbian Community 


CALGARY 

Community Groups 

Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT................. 3000 
Buck Naked Boys Club = 
Camp 181- Women’s Social Group. 

Children Need Support Too 

Gay Teachers and Friends 


Metropolitan Community Church 

Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation...........3220 
IPINGG CONG AUY sicersg snes creo os caso or bc eeaesh nase es 2850 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club 

SHARP Foundation 


Speak Sebastian.... 
Stepping Out... 
The Verge. 


CALGARY 


Businesses 

11 St Lodging 

Rainbow Destinations... 

Money-Pennies. 

Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker........ 2448 
The Calgary Eagle 

Conference Centre at Country Gardens...2441 
Enstasy Counselling Services 


EDMONTON 

Community Groups 

Dignity somes are i ie ee ea 2012 
GEC CER er pase eee 

Kairos House 

Men’s Support Group. 
Outreach (U of A) 


Police Liaison Committee. 
Prime Timers of Edmonton 


Outlooks presents 


Stepping Out 
Xtension 2400 


Canada's only gay dinner club. 


Enstasy Counselling Services 
Xtension 2442 


The Edmonton Vocal Minority................... 2053 
Curling with pride 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics by Karen 


The Fly Bars 2 para oe ace te 2520 


LETHBRIDGE 


AIDS Connection Society................-2..2.--.- 2015 


Sponsored by 
COUTLEQKS 


Calgary:(403) 777-9494 
Edmonton:(780) 413-7122 


Calgary Eagle 
Xtension 2451 


GLCSA 
Xtension 2052 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 


Instructions: 1 access the Directory: 
* Dial (403) 777-9499 (Outside Calgary 1-877-882-2011). 
* Press 1 on your touch-tone phone at the main menu prompt. 
¢ Enter the four-digit Xtension number. 


Instructions: To obtain an Xtension for your group: 
* Call Outlooks at (403) 228-1157 (Outside Calgary 1-888-228-1157) 


We can also help you with any problems in changing your Xtension messages, 
reporting outdated Xtensions, or answering your questions. 
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There’s no place like home 


By Rick Matthews 


People used to think the earth was flat. That was, of course, until great thinkers stepped 
forward and proved otherwise. You'd think history would teach us a lesson, but apparently 
not, because here in Toronto there are those people who think it’s the centre of the universe. 
Come on, you probably know people just like the ones I’m thinking of. 


Back in the day when | lived in Calgary | had the “west is best” attitude. And why not? 
There are mountains, clean air and some of the hottest guys on the planet. Not to 
mention no provincial sales tax (shopping anyone?). Calgary is a booming city, bursting 
at the seams, and getting hipper everyday. The idea of living in Toronto was something | 
never seriously entertained. | thought that if | was going to go metropolitan I'd take the 
plunge and live in New York. But life is funny in the way it takes you places you never 
planned on going. 


So, two years later, here | still am. Living in Toronto... the centre of the universe. I’m 
in that awkward stage after relocating—mentally living somewhere between the old and 


the new places | call home. And when people ask me where I’m from, | look momen- is 


tarily stunned as | ponder the question, because to say you're from Toronto these 
days is a tricky situation. The Toronto-haters have more than enough ammo, just take 
your pick: SARS,West Nile, Mel Lastman—just to name a few. The city’s name pops 
up on the nightly news like the bad kid in class who can't stay out of trouble. 


Not so long ago | was making fun of this city because it had to call in the military to 
dig itself out of a snowstorm. The military? For snow?! You must be joking. If, as a 
hardy westerner, you ever needed a reason to make fun of Toronto that was it—you 
just can’t make stuff like that up. Especially when you compare it to what happened 
when the snow dumped on Calgary one chilly St. Patrick's Day a few years back: people 
just rolled with it and were grateful for more time to drink a few green ones. Now, 
however, I’m on the other side of the fence and living in the city with a million things 
to mock. 


And then there's the recent SARS situation. I’m not going to make light of it—it’s 
no laughing matter. | feel for the families that lost loved ones. Yet the picture ! saw in 
the media and the one | saw on my 


i | hot. 


doorstep weren't the same. | saw only a few people wearing masks and the malls and markets 
were still full on weekends. And when Toronto, thanks to a World Health Organization ruling, 
was labelled a no-go for travel, | realized that | felt connected to this city. The WHO ruling 
was something | took personally—as did many Torontonians—and it created a sense of 
solidarity between people here and an upsurge of pride. 


| didn’t always feel so rah-rah Toronto. When | first moved here | hated it. Friends warned 
me it would take at least a year before | felt like Toronto was home, and they were bang on. 
Compared to the never-ending “Hey, how ya doing?” conversations | seemed to have with 
perfect strangers in Cowtown, the chilly reception | got when | tried to talk to people in the 
T-dot seemed bizarre. | quickly learned the new lingo needed for life here: There is no “hello”, 
you nod; you don’t say, “So, how are you?”, instead you say, “So, what do you do for work?”. | 
also had to learn the fine art of predicting a body check from oncoming pedestrians and 

leaning into it—because saying “excuse me” and “whoops, sorry” are a waste of time. 


And then it started to happen about a year ago, it was subtle and didn’t happen 
overnight, but | began to form a fond appreciation for Toronto. There are many things 
I've grown to love since moving here: the city’s diversity (it really is one of the most multi- 
cultural cities in the world), the terrific arts scene, the festivals, the great fashion and the 

simple fact that there is always something to do on any night of the week. Toronto's gay 
Pride is the party and, | hate to break it to you, but the guys here are also pretty damn 


There is some truth to the rumours. People here can be bitchy. The humidity and 

smog in the summer are enough to make you pack your bags and bolt. The traffic is 
ridiculous. Yet | keep my laid back western attitude in my back pocket and laugh at 
just how uptight some people can get. 


I’m heading back to Calgary this weekend for a visit. When people ask me how 

life is going out here I'll say “It’s great” and actually mean it. And I’m sure some bitter 

queen in the corner will say, “Look at him, thinkin’ he’s all that because he’s living in 

Toronto”. I'll be the guy | used to mock. But whatever. My point is this: that | may 

live here and love it, but that doesn’t mean | think Toronto is the centre of the universe. 

After all, somebody's got to be here to correct those misinformed Torontonians who 
think Calgary is just for conservative rednecks. W 


Rick Mathews is a freelance journalist based in Toronto. With the aim of taking a true 
look at the diversity of the gay community he’s done work for Fab and appeared as a 
guest-host on SoGayTV. 
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A Bathhouse For 


Men 


The only thing left hanging is your imagination 


105 Carlton Street, Toronto 


416-260-2363 


" 
we promote 


Toll Free 1-877-867-3301 
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a poem by RSVP eens 
winner 
Suzanne Dawson 


iround the curves of 
four 
throbbing rhythm 

stop Stop STOP 

Such a weak resistance 


Orange like clockwork 
My pumpkin, you 
whisper 

earth gripping my a 
feet 

Less like passion 

More like smiles 

Your pulpiness grits 
sweet 

pushed down my throat 
| swallow 


Yellow star, gold star 
Sunlight, moonlight 

My ally in dark times 
Your curving lines hold 
me 

to proper lane 

Proper like the sun 

Like a New York cabbie 
post 9-I1. Like jaundice 


> maze - xxx videos - gym - hot tub - showers 

» steam rooms - great sound system : clean - 
gym nights - buddy nights - dip & dash special 

> under 28 special - student rates available - 


(please ask us for details of specials) 


YVAHCOUYER 
1048 Davie St 
604 689 9719 


WHEW WEST 
430 Columbia St 
604 540 2117 


www.F2t2.com 


TORONTO PRIDE WEEK 


Green voices 
Ephemeral noises 
from the grass, 
Wimbledon masses 
volley in my mind 
Victory and defeat 
dressed 

in kelly, lime, mint 
juleps on my lips, the 
ground imploding 

| wake with nature’s 


impression on my cheek 


Blue skies below 

We float serenity on its 
ear 

Only we could make 
doldrums 

come alive 

Our virgin’s mantle 
drowning in anchored 
cement 

Peace comes like a 
storm 

to blue moons 


Violet variety 

Our red and blue 
Opposing melded into 
together 

We don’t equate 
violence to belonging 
Our rich histories 

are cloaks of mystery to 
each other 

But somehow 

We even scream in vivid 
technicolour 


- slurp ramp - deluxe showers - sling rooms 
- huge steam room - raunchier side of hot - 
it’s blackout night every night - leather and 
like an erotic amusement park 


denim crowd - 


M2mM 


1210 Granville St 


(underground) 
604 684 6011 


www.me2mPlayspace.com 


FOLSOM FAIR NORTH TORONTO 
TORONTO'S HOTTEST BARS 


SAILOR 


~ 465-467 Church Street Toronto 416-972-0887 
woodystoronto.com 
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Envy 
From: All Worlds Video 


L’Elisir D’Amore 


From: Lucas Kazan Productions 


Before you hit the road 
hit OUTBOOKS.COM 
for these great titles. 


pws oy 


Westy 51815 
KARADAS 


foment 
AUSTRALIA 


Vite 


Over 200 DVD & 
3,500 books available for purchase online 


Visit our retail location at 
1411 1st Street S.E. 


Calgary, Alberta 


Monday to Friday 9am-5pm only 


June 2003 


Featuring: Jason Hawke, Jeremy Jordan, Drew Peters, Brett Wilde, Tony Ryan, 
Ty Parks, Jack Ryan, Mike Austin, Ryan Scott, Lewis Long, Rick Ritter, Paul 
Carrigan, Dillon Pierce, Brandon Steele, Bobby Swade, Brendon Taylor 


Running Time: 90 minutes 


You know there's going to be something different about this movie when it opens with 
host Rex spread-eagled on a red satin bedsheet and surrounded by candles in black 
wrought iron stands. His deep, sexy voice announces that he is the host for the seven 
deadly sins—a series of movies produced by All Worlds Video with seven of the top direc- 
tors in the porn industry. Each one takes a different sin and provides a unique interpreta- 
tion of why it is a sin; Pride, Lust, Gluttony, Sloth, Greed, Wrath and Envy all provide some 
interesting themes for these talented directors. In this movie, director Dan Cross takes on 
Envy as he explores an older man’s search for youth and the price he has to pay when he 
finds it. 

The scene is set in the video room at Klub Baths where four rugged studs are enjoying 
an orgy scene on video, This circle jerk includes Bobby Swade as the main attraction, with 
his hot Latin looks and ten perfect, thick inches. It is hardly any wonder, when Paul Carrigan 
arrives to join the group, that he is instantly mesmerized by the collection of well-hung, 
muscular bodies enjoying self-gratification. Paul is feeling older now that he is forty, but still 
lusts over these gorgeous bodies. And, although he may be forty, he is still as horny as a 
twenty-year-old. 

As Paul wanders around the bathhouse, he sees some real hunks enjoying each other 
and can’t suppress his feelings of envy. Eventually, another solo guy beckons him into his 


Featuring: Federico Bulsara, Filippo Romano, Lucas Foz, Vilem Cage, 
Giorgio Salieri, Mattia Saleni, Luca Ferri, Daniele Castaldo, Michele Luppo 
Running Time: | 10 minutes 


It's a man-to-man love story that has all the elements of Romeo and Romeo. 
Nemorino (Lucas Foz) is in love with the handsome hunk Aldo (Filippo Romano), but after 
one brief encounter, Nemorino is left alone dreaming constantly of being with him again. 
Obsessed with the object of his desire, Nemorino has to be content with following Aldo 
everywhere and trying to be unobtrusive while he stalks his heart’s desire. As a bespecta- 
cled, nerdy wimp, Nemorino is very concerned that Aldo is always with his gorgeous best 
friend, Belcore, and follows them all over the picturesque Italian fishing village that serves as 
the backdrop for this blossoming love affair. The Italian coast provides some spectacular 
scenery for this romantic episode and, if you can take your eyes off the Italian stallions, you 
can enjoy a short summer escape to the European coast. 

Frustration mounts and Nemorino has to find some relief, so he seeks solace at a local 
sex club. While spying on two dark, handsome Italian studs, Vilem and Michele, Nemorino 
is cruised himself—and “landed”—by Federico Bulsara. Soon his nerdy appearance is 
changed when Federico removes his glasses and clothes, which reveals Nemorino as a 
handsome stud with a muscular, firm body just waiting to be loved. Federico wastes no time 
and Nemerino surrenders to his passion; his physical response is automatic but his emotions 
are locked away, protected until Aldo is ready to respond. Although it’s sexually gratifying, 
the encounter is void of emotions and Aldo remains constantly on Nemerino’s mind. 
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private room and there is no hesitation as he enters. Brendon Taylor wastes no time 
enjoying Paul's enormous long, thick manhood. At first, age is no consequence but, when 
the heat of passion subsides and Paul “confesses” to being forty, Brendon leaves saying, “! 
didn't realize you were so old.” Now Paul looks at himself in the mirror and sees a man 
who wasted his youth with frivolous sex instead of finding a life-mate. From here on, the 
envious forty-year-old just imagines every young couple he sees having sex together and 
casts himself in the role of an old voyeur. He has a vivid imagination and the scenes that 
follow would make anyone a little envious at some point. Paul’s daydreams are good for 
some really hot action between some of the best hunks imaginable; however, this is a case 
of ‘be careful what you wish for’ and Paul becomes a victim of his own lust and envious 
wishes. However, his final moments with a cute, horse-hung young redhead may make his 
sacrifice worthwhile. 


In closing, host Rex reminds the viewer that redemption is the only hope for sinners. 
lf you haven't seen this amazing series, you'll end up envious of those who have seen them 
all and now Redemption is the last and final episode revealing all. 

Review sponsored by Rainbow Pride Resource Centre, 
2nd Floor, 1229 16 Avenue S.W. Calgary 
Ph: (403) 266-5685 
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For the rest of his vacation Nemorino is obsessed until, on the last day, he decides he 
has to make a bold move before it’s too late. He resorts to visiting the local psychic, 
Dulcamara, who gives him a love potion to drink. It works—he is filled with courage and 
his passion is stirred inside until he finds Aldo. The final scene of this love story places these 
two hot men together exploring their passion for each other. These two bodies were meant 
to be together and the perfection of their union is evident to anyone lucky enough to 
witness their sexual connection. 

In this film, the beauty of the incredible muscular, Italian men is surpassed only by the 
gorgeous scenery and inviting beaches, shot on location in Sicily and Tuscany. Rent LElisir 
D’Amore and dream of your own summer love affair as you watch this classic love story 
unfold. 

Review sponsored by Express Video, 
#202-11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480 
Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 
Available on DVD and VHS 
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BOTTLED GLACIAL WATER 
ASK FOR IT WITH PRIDE. 


GET ON TOP....DOWN UNDER! 


Escape all the stress of our modern world and 


experience the excitement and beauty of the South Pacific. 


Our specialists have the ideas from first hand experience to plan personalized 
itineraries for the gay traveller. We know where the action is and where to 
get away from it all, Contact us and you'll soon be on top of the world, 


Down Under! ‘ 
SOUTH PACIFIC 


‘ DIVISION == 
605 - 1200 W, Pender Street Vancouver, B.C V6E 289 


Email: gregs@travelg.com or jason(@ travelg.com 
1-800-665-6345 or 604-681-6345 


crisseine was conceived by the gay conmaiy 
for the gay community. We are not- for-profit, 
totally Canadian and our mission is to set 
love and desire free. 


Cruiseline is donating $1,000 to support the 
Tuy ‘Goliath’ Defence Fund! Please join us 
’ van ‘4 in defending our sexual freedom and 
y) OU freedom to make our own choices. 
Rae Ag? anar 
Make your donation payable to:¢ 
Stephen Lock and/or Keith Purdy 


(with a notation “to be held in trust — 
for the Goliath's Defence Fund”) 

c/o The Calgary Eagle, 424-A 8th Ave, SE, 
Calgary AB, 126 OL7 


So feel good about yourself. You are helping to : 
build a community in which we can all 
live, play and love. 


& 
403-777-9494 


Enter FREE code 3205 


Get.75 minutes of membership time for $24.95 by calling 
1-900-451-8434 (Calgary) 


\ www. cruiseline. ca * Edmonton 780-413-7122 » Vancouver 604-639- 0606 © Victoria 250-414-4424 


Cruisefine is a division of Pink Triangle Press a gay- operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at 1-877-882-2005 
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For more information, contact the ARGRA Hotline at 403.541.8140, visit the website at ww weargra.ore 
~ Weekend packages from $69 Including GST. CAD (until May 31st) ~ Charge your tickets by phone 403.938.7329 
(Visa & Mastercard) Vor campsite reservations (strongly recommended), call Symon’s Valley Ranch at (403) 274.4574. 


This public service announcement was brought 
to you by William Joseph & Associates,a national 
advertising agency specializing in strategy, 
Creative, event planning, fund development, 


interior design and publication development. 


